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Le message A’ EDUVATION

Ce numeéro de notre Gazette a une saveur particuliere ;
la saveur des jours de féte quand la famille se réunit
pour célébrer ensemble un grand évenement. En effet,
la famille de notre réseau a grandi cette année : L'Ecole
Zahrat El |hsan a rejoint I'Ecole des Trois Docteurs,
Beirut Annunciation Orthodox College et Saint Mary's
Orthodox College dans le réseau scolaire EDUVATION.
C'est donc le premier numéro publié par quatre écoles.
Quatre €écoles qui ont chacune son histoire, son identité
et son parcours et qui, aujourd'hui, poursuivent leur
chemin avec une méme mission.

Avancer sur le méme chemin vers une méme destination
ne signifie pas se départir de son identité ou de son
unicité ; bien au contraire, les qualités et I'expérience de
chaque institution sont les ingrédients indispensables
de cette coopération qui permet d'aller au-dela des
capacités individuelles pour réaliser le plein potentiel de
chaque école. L'Ecole Zahrat El Ihsan vient donc enrichir
ce parcours de coopération par son expérience et celles
de ses équipes, et y puiser I'énergie engendrée par la
synergie entre les écoles du réseau.

Ceci est de toute évidence plus facile a dire qu'a faire
et pose au quotidien de nombreux défis. Des défis de
communication, d'organisation, de synchronisation et
bien d'autres, que tout éducateur, ayant choisi cette
mission-profession par conviction, reléve tous les jours,
conscient que chaque acte et chaque parole sont autant
de traces et d'exemples qui pourraient laisser une
empreinte chez ses apprenants.

Face a cette grande tache, chacun de nous éducateurs,
se tourne vers son Enseignant pour puiser la motivation

et I'exemple dont il ou elle a besoin. Vers Celui qui s'est
fait enfant pour nous exprimer son Amour, I'Eternel qui
a accepté de se faire Homme pour sanctifier I'Histoire
humaine et qui nous éclaire le chemin de notre parcours.
Nous nous tournons aussi vers vous, chers parents,
Vous avez choisi nos écoles pour votre enfant et
vous nous confiez ce que vous avez de plus précieux.
\otre confiance nous pousse a nous développer, nous
remettre en question et a donner le meilleur de nous-
mémes. Chacune de nos écoles a grandi cette année,
a sa maniére, pour mieux servir ses apprenants et les
préparer eux aussi aux défis qui les attendent. Vous
aurez un petit apercu de toutes nos activités dans cette
Gazette mais aussi sur le site web des écoles.

Chers apprenants,

Le mot de la fin est pour vous mais pour chacun d'entre
nous, parents et éducateurs, vous étes a l'avant de toutes
nos préoccupations. Vous aussi, cette année, vous avez
grandi avec nous, vous avez développé de nouvelles
capacités et en particulier participé davantage a la
réalisation de cette Gazette qui refléte I'enthousiasme
avec lequel vous vous engagez dans chaque nouveau
projet. Nous comptons sur vous pour vous lancer avec
la méme énergie dans la construction de votre avenir et
celui de notre pays.

Alors que nous célébrons la naissance Divine qui a
illuminé le monde de Ses Graces, prions pour que Sa
Joie remplisse nos cceurs et que Sa Volonté soit faite sur
la terre comme au ciel !

EDUVATION
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Nous jsbs

Awareness Club

During the first few days of our scholastic year, all the
divisions at EDUVATION School Network were engaged
in various activities that ranged from watching movies
to deciphering riddles with the sole purpose of finding
out the "Theme of the year" for 2017-2018.

We have taken the initiative to live up, since it turned
out to be "In Spirit nous j>L", to this theme through an
awareness club established by both 11 and 12 graders.

This club strives to shed the light on every day challenges
that may or may not be familiar to the learners but
need to be tackled through awareness campaigns.
Bullying, peer pressure, addictive habits were the main
concerns of the club since learners come across such
encounters in their daily life. It also serves to emphasize
the importance of the topics that would be further
discussed throughout the year.

Billboards, advisory videos and visits from professionals
when possible will be some of the methods the club
will use to reach the audience and create a platform of
interaction between both parties.

The club's first formal activity will be the preparation of
an awareness campaign about the importance of Sports
in the life of adolescents. The campaign will be done
through various interactive activities and presentations
addressing learners in all divisions.

Hoping that this club will add a lively touch to the
school life while raising awareness and preventive
actions among all children.

Muhammad Abdallah - Grade 12 SE - Reina
Deeb - Grade 11 S - BAC

In-house

We Are Al Winners

Self-love is a common misconception. Self-love does
not mean seeing yourself as the brightest, prettiest,
and smartest person in the room; it is learning to see
and love the goodness in oneself and others. Self-
love is acquired when one becomes a good person
and helps others to be good.

Being good brings out the good qualities and
fades the bad ones away. Everyone should focus
on the positive attributes and shed light on them.
Highlighting the negative ones should only be for
the purpose of improvement, development, and
enhancement of one's behavior, character, and
attitude.

Social media is one of the biggest and most
influential platforms that affect the young
generation. Therefore, we should all work on making
social media a platform that encourages boys and
girls not to compare themselves, not to body shame,
and not to name shame. On the contrary, we should
convert it to a platform that helps, encourages,
and boosts self-esteem. This can be achieved by

supporting each other through posting each other's
achievements and projects rather than comparing,
judging, and criticizing them.

Let us make it a "goodness” platform where everyone
Is constantly sharing values such as kindness,
humbleness, honesty, respect, and love instead of

spreading concepts such as materialism, jealousy,
and bullying. Let there be more kindness and less
judgement; more love and less hate!

Within this framework and as an application on the
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" story; Grade 4
SMOC learners worked on different related activities
such as the gratitude bulletin, writing their own
dictionary, designing a bookmark and creating their
own chocolate or candy advertisement using their
creativity and imagination. The ingredients that
the learners used were the finest kinds of Values
that were imported from the purest hearts. They
came up with candies that provide humbleness and
generosity, chewing gum packs that are rich with
love and respect, and chocolate bars that grant
kindness and honesty. Then, learners used social
media to advertise for their goodies that offered
loads of goodness from the first bite. Moreover,
Evil free products were specially prepared for extra
wicked people. All Learners' products were greed
free, fake free, jealousy free, bullying free, and
materialism free.

Rita Aghvorian - Special Educator - SMOC
Zeina Zein - English Teacher - Grade 4 -

T.E.A.M Together Everyone Achieves More

Nous jsu

Teamwork

Teamwork means cooperation and collaboration to
accomplish a certain task. Team Members need to think
as one and work as one. Teamwork leads to success.
Teamwork isn't only about working together, it is also
about understanding the different perspectives of the
people we're working with, accepting different thoughts,
and encouraging others to speak up.

Lolwa Ghandour - Grade 4A - BAC

T.E.A.M.

Teamworkisa tangible interestin the quality of teaching
at schools. Teaching learners how to take initiatives in
class leads to excellence and creates synergy where the
combined effect of the team is greater than the sum
of the individual. Moreover, the performance of good

teamwork benefits individuals in all perspectives and
provides learners with an opportunity to bond with one
another. Teamwork also fosters creativity in learning,
teaches conflict resolution skills, and encourages
healthy risk-taking.

To enhance cohesion and build good relations in class,
KG2 learners worked on a creative activity which
gave them the opportunity to prepare and finalize
as a group work. The activity's name was "My Funny
Body" The teachers provided the learners with several
materials (straws, wool, pictured eyes and noses, cut-
out magazines, cardboards, pompoms, pipe cleaners,
crepe paper, tongue depressors, cotton, etc...) related
to facial features and expressions. The learners created
their own faces using those different materials which
allowed them to take initiatives to pick up their favorite
items and create their piece of art. This was done as a
team which made the learners discuss and exchange
different point of views and opinions. It was a great fun
for our learners to participate in such a creative activity.
Teamwork is the learners' first step to success. So let us
always guide and encourage them to take initiative and
teach them about the importance of teamwork.

Mrs. Lamis Al Masri
KG2 Homeroom Teacher - SMOC

Jeux coopératifs et travail en atelier au
cycle Préscolaire

Au Préscolaire, I'enfant est a un age ou il se sent le
centre du monde. Il a du mal a rentrer en relation avec
ses camarades et accepte difficilement le travail de
groupe... C'est un age ou il est primordial d'initier les
apprenants au travail de groupe, a I'esprit d'équipe et
a l'entraide.

Pour favoriser cet esprit et rendre l'apprentissage
plus accessible et concret, des journées récréatives
ont €té consacrées a |'Ecole des Trois Docteurs durant
lesquelles des jeux coopératifs étaient au menu. Ces
jeux qui développent I'entraide, le travail d'équipe et
la confiance, constituent une solution de rechange
aux jeux compétitifs, notamment pour les enfants qui
y réagissent mal ou qui refusent d'y jouer par peur de

perdre. Comme les joueurs y sont des alliés et non pas
des adversaires, il n'y a ni gagnant, ni perdant.

Le jeu coopératif repose sur la poursuite d'un objectif
commun, par tous les joueurs. Pour atteindre cet objectif,
les enfants doivent unir leurs forces et s'entraider. Ainsi,
le jeu coopératif favorise la solidarité, la confiance, la
résolution des problémes, la communication et le plaisir
de jouer.

Au Préscolaire, le jeu d'équipe est synonyme de
divertissement. Il est censé étre éducatif tout en étant
agréable. C'est une source de motivation qui sollicite
la participation de tous les apprenants méme les plus
timides.

Dans ce but, nous avons opté pour des jeux d'équipe
tels que le tir a la corde, le remplissage du panier ou la
course aux couleurs.

Le jeu d'équipe offre donc des avantages indéniables :
il favorise le partage des idées, stimule la réflexion
créative et encourage l'esprit sportif.

A cette activité s'ajoute celle du travail en atelier qui
est issu d'une pédagogie active centrée sur I'enfant. Il
développe chez I'apprenant des compétences diverses
a travers les échanges et la communication. Il permet
I'apprentissage de I'autonomie (I'apprenant réalise des
activités sans I'adulte mais dans une certaine proximité),

de la coopération, de la socialisation (a travers les jeux
de société, les jeux a régles).

Dans le travail en atelier, les apprenants sont regroupés
en un petit nombre pour réaliser une tache définie
suivant une consigne précise et en fonction d'objectifs
assignés : langagiers, motricité fine, manipulations
de nombres ou d'objets. L'apprenant se trouve dans
une situation de découverte ou d'apprentissage : il y
tatonne, raisonne, s'entraine et produit sous le guidage
de I'enseignante.

Il est évident que le role de [l'enseignante est
fondamental car elle aide les apprenants a construire
leurs propres connaissances, a favoriser leur autonomie
en empruntant un chemin qui leur est propre pour
vivre une activité de recherche, d'apprentissage et de
consolidation.

L'équipe du Cycle Préscolaire - ETD

In-house




Nous sl

Notre « Code de vie » a ETD

L'école se donne un code de vie dont l'application vise
a créer un milieu de vie agréable, sécurisant, propice a
la réussite et a I'épanouissement de chaque apprenant.
Il vise aussi a permettre a chacun de développer son
autonomie et son sens de responsabilité.
Le code de vie représente les valeurs qui sont pronées
dans [I'établissement. Ces codes permettent donc
d'assurerle respectdesvaleursetd'harmoniser le rapport
entre les personnes qui fréquentent I'établissement. Ils
présentent les droits, mais également les responsabilités
de chaque membre de cette communauté.
Afin d'encourager le bon comportement des apprenants
de facon constructive et positive, nous avons mis en
valeur les régles de vie pronées par les Protocoles
adoptés par nos écoles. Ces derniéres sont présentées
sur des affiches A4 et sont postées dans les différents
coins de I'école. Chaque affiche présente la promotion
d'un des themes suivants :
e Le respect de soi, le respect des autres (agir avec non-
violence, régler un conflit)
e Le respect du milieu et de I'environnement (prendre
soin des plantes et des tortues, garder I'école propre)
e ['autonomie (se déplacer seul et se diriger vers les
stations concues pour le départ : station parents et

Prenons soins
.,‘ des plantes

stations bus et se regrouper en fonction du numéro

du bus)
e ['ouverture aux autres (respecter les particularités de

chacun et répondre a ses besoins).
Pour accepter et comprendre ces regles, elles doivent
étre fixes, constantes, déterminées de la maniere la plus
précise de sorte que les apprenants sachent a quoi ils
s'exposent. Pour cela, plusieurs activités ont été congues
afin de les introduire aux apprenants, présenter leur
utilité, les aider a mieux les intégrer pour devenir un
code de vie commun de « notre communauté ».
Chaque apprenant est donc invité a respecter ces
régles toute I'année pour assurer sa présence dans sa
particularité et sa limite, exiger la reconnaissance de
I'autre et garantir son bien-étre et celui des autres.
Ayant compris que « la régle qu'on s'est prescrite est
liberté », les apprenants s'engageront a faire de leur
mieux pour vivre en accord avec le « Protocole de vie
scolaire », et ce, afin que le respect demeure une valeur
essentielle et que I'école soit un milieu ou il fait bon
vivre.

Léquipe du Cycle Préscolaire - ETD

3- Réfléchir
aux solutions
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“Nous ne saurons jamais tout le bien qu'un simple
sourire peut étre capable de faire.” Mére Theresa

Gardons notre
école propre
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A Picture is Worth
a Thousand Words

The art of photography is when a person captures
and grasps the pictures differently. It reflects the
photographer's creativity and passion behind it
and his interest and inspiration in it. Moreover,
photography is a way to express a feeling and
capturing the photo is like freezing that moment and
keeping it forever.

On Wednesday, November 29, 2017 a Photography
Competition was organized by the Gazette
representatives during the intermediate recess time.
All the submitted photographs were displayed on a
bulletin board and the learners from all levels voted
for their favorite photograph captured by their
fellow classmates. When the voting process was
finalized, Layana Takieddine; a ninth grader won the
Photography Competition by collecting the most
votes for the photographs below.

Layana Takieddine - Grade 9 C - SMOC

Makeup-ology

Going Beyond

The History of Makeup

The ancient Egyptians used to use copper and lead
ore to create the world's first cosmetics to the
scientifically advanced products of today that can
hide pores and smooth complexions and much more.
Furthermore, makeup has been an integral part of
humankind for more than a thousand year.
Egyptians like Cleopatra crushed bugs to create a
color of red on their lips and used henna to stain
their nails before nail polish was a thing.

Ancient Sumerian men and women were possibly the
first to invent and wear lipstick about 5000 years
ago.

Ancient Sumerian crushed gemstones and used them
to decorate their faces mainly on the lips and around
the eyes.

Romans used Kohl for darkening eyelashes and
eyelids, and chalk was used for whitening the
complexion.

Makeup Facts:

Apparently, women spend more than 15000$ in
their lifetime on cosmetics.

Feminists wore lipstick as a symbol of freedom
from oppression.

Coco Chanel popularized the suntan in the '20s,
prior to that a tan meant you were a low-class

field worker.

The beauty industry generates around $170 billion
worldwide.

Wearing expensive makeup used to be against the
law.

Makeup Tips:

To avoid cake-face makeup, use finishing spray to
give your face an even, natural look.

If you feel like your concealer is too heavy, mix in
a little moisturizer; it'll lighten up.

Practice eyeliner with pens or brushes on paper.

Nour El Ghali - Dana Masri - Gheed Allush -
Grade 12 - SMOC

Dream Big

Imagination is an important part of our everyday
lives. It allows us to think in different ways and
visualize ideas from different perspectives.

As a result, Grade 3 learners were given the task
of working on the theme "Thinking Outside the
Box" Learners were encouraged to use their
creativity in order to come up with a drawing
of their dream place or item. They started by
drawing their dream item on a cardboard. Then,
they proceeded to write a paragraph about it,
explaining why it's special, why it's part of their
dreams, its characteristics, and if they think they'll
be able to achieve their dream one day, in addition
to giving it an interesting name. Once the projects
were done and presented, they were displayed in
an exhibit entitled "Dream Big"

This activity taught the learners that creativity is
the ability to turn imagination into reality. It made
them realize that dreams do come true if you
work hard and set a goal. Through imagination
and creativity, almost anything is possible!

Lara Komeiha - English Teacher - Grade
3-BAC

Zeina Itani - English Teacher - Grade 3 -
SMOC

In-house
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Art et

expression

The Picasso in Mel

Art plays a crucial role in the life of children; they
naturally love art - painting, drawing, music...
Unfortunately, some schools are abandoning art
sessions to replace them with other academic
sessions; their argument suggests that subjects such
as math, languages, science are more beneficial for
the children's cognitive development. Nevertheless,
such argument neglects art's importance in
nourishing the child's brain.

Physiologically, the human brain consists of two
parts, the left and the right hemisphere. The left-
hemisphere performs tasks related to logical thinking
and analytical processes. This is typically what is
reinforced in schoolwork and subjects like math,
reading, and science. The right brain performs tasks
that have to do with emotional perception, intuition,
and creativity. Furthermore, the right hemisphere is
mainly used when a person is involved in creative
endeavours such as making art.

Aside from the physiological effects, the New York
Center for Arts Education stated that art helps

children to:
® Think creatively and with an open mind

Observe and describe

Analyze and interpret

Express feelings

Practice problem-solving skills and critical-thinking

SIS
¢ Collaborate with other children and adults
® Be introduced to cultures from around the world
¢ Build confidence
Additionally, researchers from the Michigan State
University suggest that children exposed to arts and
crafts are able to think "out of the box" and consequently
solve problems creatively.
In order to enhance the artistic skills in our Preschool
learners, our KG3 learners discovered “The Picasso in
them" through exploring Cubism, the famous innovative
art movement of Pablo Picasso.
Learners enjoyed reflecting their perception of people
through different geometric shapes, and the results
are marvelous masterpieces that revealed hidden
talents and allowed the little painters to discover their

potentials. As it seems, little Picassos are rising in
KG3 and spreading their inspiration among the
school's community.
The following are tips to make the arts part of your
child's development:

e Always make arts and crafts supply available and
accessible to your kid - paper, pencil, crayons...
¢ Celebrate your child's artwork - hang their

drawings on the wall or save it in a folder. Your
child feels that his/her creation is important.
Read books - Ask the librarian at your school to
suggest books about artists and the arts.
Train your child to notice art everywhere: take
your family to museums, concerts, or theater.
Start a conversation about what you see.
Enjoy the arts at home - share your artistic skills
and interests with your child.
If your child shows great interest, enroll him/her
in arts class.
Expand your child's horizon by getting him/her
interested in other art forms including literature,
dance, and music.
In conclusion, exposing our learners to art should
start at a young age and should be part of their
journey all throughout their scholastic path;
this allows them to progressively develop their
cognitive, physical, social, and emotional skills.
Who knows maybe another Pablo Picasso is hiding
among our preschoolers!
After all, he was the one who once said, “Every
child is an artist. The problem is to remain an artist
when we grow up”.

Sara Berjawi - Assistant Head of Division
- Preschool - BAC
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Art et expression

Expressing Through ART

Nos éleéves du cycle Primaire ont créé des ceuvres d'art
dans un environnement artistique riche développant
des compétences dans le domaine de I'histoire de I'art
et la critique.

lls ont dessiné des lignes et des formes dans le style de
“Henri Rousseau" et ont fait la connaissance de I'artiste
“Keith Haring" et de plusieurs figures de dessins animés.
De plus, ils ont combiné les techniques de découpage et
de peinture pour créer un arbre d'automne.

Jenna Damien - Chef du Département d’Arts

7

Visuels - EDUVATION

A l'occasion de la féte de Noél, les apprenants de Ia
classe d'EB6 ont créé leur propre carte d'une facon
artistique en utilisant la technique du «mixed media» et
du collage.

Mirna Adam - Enseignante d'Arts Visuels -
ZEl

In-house
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Formative Assessment

For Better Acquisition

Bien apprendre rime

An assessment allows both the instructor and learners
to monitor progress towards achieving specific learning
objectives and can help bolster learners' ability to take
ownership of their learning.

Formative assessments can take many forms:
observations through anecdotal records and checklists,
strategic questioning, retelling stories, role-playing,
playing games, creative extension projects, discussion,
paper and pencil, journal entry, and so on...

Following an innovative approach in formative
assessment, Grade 1 learners were assessed in
English class through a set of planned and enjoyable
versatile activities. Several centers were set, several
educational games were planned, and multiple
activities were launched.

Zeina Kobeissy - English Teacher - Grade 2 -

SMOC
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avec comprendre

Réussir, cas'apprend etl'enfantapprend ce qu'il comprend.
Comprendre lui donne une maitrise, un controle sur
la connaissance, il devient maitre de son savoir, ce
qui rejoint le fondement de I'approche holistique
des écoles du réseau scolaire EDUVATION visant
a préparer l'apprenant a prendre des initiatives, a
avoir un esprit critique et donc a ceuvrer pour le
changement de son entourage et de la société.
Apprendre n'est pas retenir par coeur ! Pour que les
informations et les idées clés des lecons ne soient
pas vouées a l'oubli et soient réinvesties dans des
situations ultérieures.

Vu l'importance de la compréhension dans le
processus d'apprentissage, les enseignants placent
I'enfant dans une situation active par rapport a
ses apprentissages. Ils ont effectivement recours a
différents moyens pour l'aider dans ce sens :ils basent
leur enseignement sur diverses méthodologies pour
atteindre les objectifs.

La méthode active centrée sur I'apprenant lui permet
de construire lui-méme son propre savoir par sa
propre démarche. Le travail de groupe incorporé
dans cette méthodologie permet aux apprenants
de profiter des connaissances mises en commun et
d'améliorer leur compréhension.

La pédagogie différenciée vise le progres optimal
de chacun et la réussite individuelle. Dans le cadre
de cette peédagogie, s'adresser aux apprenants
selon leur profil de compréhension (auditif,
visuel ou kinesthésique) et opter pour le style
d'enseignement approprié a chacun d'eux dans une
situation d'apprentissage donnée peuvent faciliter
la compréhension et l'apprentissage et aider a
améliorer le rendement scolaire. L'outil informatique
renforce la compréhension des données expliquées
et développe I'écoute active chez les apprenants.
Alors, il ne faut jamais prendre a la légere les
capacités de nos apprenants : aidons-les a donner
le meilleur d'eux-mémes en leur préconisant les
situations favorables.

Sahar Kaaki - Membre du département
académique - Recherches et
Développement

In-house
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The Writer
1N You

A Breathtaking
Instrument

Back to the 17" century, between the streets of the
magical city in Italy, Florence, was born a breathtaking
instrument that gave birth to a new life.

Romantic, melancholic, happy and all tones hidden
between those black and white keys. From the first note,
| can hear my impulsive heart going with the rhythm.
“Music speaks when words can't”. Piano, oh piano where
illustrious legends grew beside. Beethoven is one of the
evidences: "Music is not heard, it's felt"

| always had that dream and feeling of growing to be a
pianist who can take his audience into a never-ending
journey of love.

Karim Hammoud - Grade 6 - BAC

It is conceived in the kingdom of clouds,
Between the lips that blow wind.

Next to the holy yellow eye,

It freckles with the seaweeds.

Between the layers of the ocean bed,

And fuses with the bubbles that hug the shore.
It leaps above the colored carpets of daffodils,
Merging with the aroma of spring.

And races time across mountain peaks,
Accelerating with every sharp edge taken.
Finally, it settles on igniting the fire inside each
corpse

For it is Hope.

Reina Dib - BAC
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Don't Ignore Me

“Look at the sky tonight, all of the stars have a reason,
a reason to shine, a reason like mine, and I'm falling to
pieces." Portraying his suicidal thoughts and desire to
be okay, it was one of the most iconic lyrics to be sung
by the rapper Lil Peep who passed away on the 16th of
November. At the age of 21, Lil Peep parted life due to an
overdosed intake of Xanax laced with a lethal amount of
Fentanyl, but that is not the point.

After his passing, a lot of people started to notice signs
of depression and suicidal acts through his social media
platform, but why didn't anyone bother to take action?
Is it because no one genuinely noticed or is it because
society has glorified and romanticized mental health
issues and substance abuse to the point where we can't
even differentiate a song's lyrics from a cry for help?

Victims of anxiety, depression, and many other issues
should not to be ignored. They are a part of our society,
be it someone who is iconic or a mere pauper down the
street: no one should be treated as such.

Each individual, be it in my generation or those yet to
come, may be the next future doctor to find a cure for
a deadly disease or even a world leader who will bring
peace to the world. We should stand united to overcome
such struggles and such deadly seclusions.

| urge you to speak up for those who are too afraid to
do so, and if you happen to be one of them, don't allow
yourself to be silenced and ignored.

Alyn Rammal - Grade 8B - BAC

L'amour

Qu'est-ce que I'amour ?
On me le demande
Alors qu'une maman
berce son bébé.

Qu'est-ce que lI'amour ?
On me le demande
Alors qu'un médecin
soigne un blessé.

Qu'est-ce que I'amour ?
On me le demande
Alors qu'un soldat
défend sa contrée.

Qu'est-ce que lI'amour ?

Il leur répond

Alors qu'on le regarde
avec des yeux passionneés.

L'Amour c'est beaucoup
Plus que I'Amour !

Marc Melhem - EB5 - ETD

Chateaubriand

«J'étais presque mort quand je vins au jour.
Le mugissement des vagues [..] empéchait
d'entendre mes cris [...] Il n'y a pas de jour od,
révantd ce que j'ai été, je ne revoisen pensée|...] la
chambre ot ma mére m'infligea la vie, la tempéte
dont le bruit berca mon premier sommeil. »
Extrait des Mémoires d'Outre-tombe de
Chateaubriand.

\oila comment relate Chateaubriand sa naissance
a Saint-Malo, en France. Cette ame romantique et
mélancolique restera attachée toute sa vie a cette
cité corsaire qui lui a donné le godt du grand large.
Saint-Malo ne marquera non seulement le début,
mais aussi la fin de la vie du pére du romantisme,
Chateaubriand. Ainsi, selon son veeu, cet auteur
renommé est enterré sur I'flot du Grand Bé, a
Saint-Malo, prés du bord de la falaise ou il fait
¢ternellement face a la mer et a la tempéte. Son
tombeau ¢était au départ entouré de rambardes en
fer, mais, telle une volonté céleste, un obus a brisé
la rambarde qui fait face a la mer ; sa tombe ne
comporte plus que trois cotés. L'écrivain peut ainsi
prolonger son dialogue avec la mer. C'est ce qu'on
peut d'ailleurs conclure lorsqu'on lit ce qui a été
écrit sur le mur, en arriére du tombeau :

«Un grand écrivain francais a voulu reposer ici
pour n'y entendre que le vent et la mer. Passant,
respecte sa derniére volonté.n

Elie Rizk — Secondaire 2SA — ZEI

Human Life

The Writer in You

L'amitié

Life is an empty dream

Each person has to fulfill

And for every dream

Exert some hard work and effort

It can be achieved

The key is happiness

“It can be found even in the darkest places

If only one remembers to turn on the light"
Owning and controlling your destiny is your job
For life is full of disappointments that can stop you or
get you to overcome them

But life gives you second chances

It will throw something back

Think of the privilege of being alive

So pursue your dreams and treasure your life
Things change

And life carries on.

Loulwa Naji - Grade 8B - BAC
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It's not Fun

By definition, substance abuse is linked to being
uncontrollably addicted to drugs and alcoholic
substances to the point of self-harm. It is NOT fun; it will
most likely kill you.

Studies show that the average age of taking drugs and
drinking alcohol is 14. Imagine a 14-year-old person
doing drugs and drinking. A few years later, he will
find himself in a hospital bed being told his liver is not
functioning properly because of the amount of alcohol
intake he has had over the years. Unfortunately, this is
the sad reality we live in.

If yowre still not convinced, here are some frightening
but true numbers. This year alone, about 62,500 people
worldwide have died due to an overdose. That is 171
deaths per day. To put that into perspective, overdose
has killed more people this year than the entire Vietnam
War.

Drug abuse can also affect you in many psychological
ways. Doing drugs can legitimately change your brain.
Your brain keeps on growing until you are 25 years of
age and doing any type of drug before that age can
cause drastically damage to your brain, which can affect
you socially, mentally and physically.

| am not trying to shame anyone for addiction, as it is not
controllable, but if you are suffering or know somebody
who is suffering from substance abuse:

Speak it up!

Seek help from a specialist.

Persevere ... It's a long journey!

And remember to stay safe, its never fun!

Abdelatif Abboud - Grade 8B - BAC

Avoir un ami

C'est pour la vie

Je peux compter sur lui

Jour et nuit

Qu'il soit un garcon ou une fille
De BAC, SMOC, ETD ou ZEl

Je peux lui confier tous mes secrets enfouis
Qu'il me ressemble ou non
C'est lui mon bastion

Et a chaque fois que je le vois
Je sens en moi

Une grande joie !

Yara Moumdjian - EB5 - ETD

LIBAN

Oh !'Liban mon amour
Je t'aime pour toujours
Je suis 13, au besoin

Te servir méme de loin

Oh !'Cédre du Liban

Tu es la fierté de tous les gens.
Les enfants de mon pays
Chantent chaque lundi

Avec fierté ta chanson préférée
Qui dure pour I'éternité.

Classe dA'EB4 - ETD
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Perspectives

Sous le regard du soleil se reflétant sur les trois arcs
de l'architecture libanaise traditionnelle de Douma ;
flanant dans les ruelles pavées de Batroun, imprégnées
de l'arome de la limonade et du sel de mer ; faisant
du vélo le long des chemins de terre bordés d'arbres
de Taanayel, j'ai trouvé en moi toujours un moment de
réflexion.

Il est bon de prendre de I'air de différents coins pour
voir les choses sous un autre angle. Le Liban est une
petite piece dans le manoir mondial, et la salle de classe
est encore plus petite, mais en élargissant son horizon,
le pays se dresse sous nos pieds. Marcher sur les collines
et traverser les ruisseaux, c'est sentir la taille de la Terre
avec tout son étre. Nous apprenons beaucoup de choses
al'école, dans la salle de classe ; mais, comme beaucoup
de choses dans la vie, c'est I'expérience qui nous donne
une perspective. Afin de gagner en perspective, il faut
regarder un objet a partir de deux angles (au moins).

J'ai appris cela des cours d'art. C'est ainsi que, bien que
nous puissions nous souvenir (vaguement) des dates
de cours d'histoire, lorsque Fakhreddine a ordonné la
construction de la forteresse de Mseilha pour garder les
routes du nord ; ou de la physique, de la maniere dont
la gravité balaie I'arc des projectiles en mouvement ;
ce n'est qu'un angle de vue. Escalader la forteresse
imprenable, I'escalier de pierre raide ; voir l'angle de
protection de I'escalier extérieur contre les projectiles
ou jeter un coup d'ceil dans les étroites fentes des
cloitres des archers ; c'est un autre angle. Combiné avec
la lecon d'histoire, cela me donne une perspective. Sans
I'histoire, il semblerait que ce soit juste un tas de pierres
les unes sur les autres.

Mario Al Jamal - Assistant a la responsable du
cycle Secondaire - ZEI
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Twinkle All the Way

C'est Noel a EDUVATION'!

La célébration de Noél a insufflé un air magique a
I'ambiance des écoles du réseau scolaire EDUVATION
qui ont fété la naissance du Seigneur dans la joie et la
bonne humeur.

Des activités riches et diverses étaient au menu : des
moments spirituels, des concerts, des parades, des

(Y Zoom on

recettes, des bricolages...

De méme, la chorale d'EDUVATION a participé a des
concerts de Noél a I'Université de Balamand ainsi qu'a
I'ABC Ashrafié, nos jeunes ont célébré la Nativité en
entonnant les plus beaux chants mélodieux.

Ca commence
a prendre des airs
de Noel!

Décembre est arrivé au préscolaire ! Il apparait
vétu de toutes les joies.

Comme toujours, nous répandons l'esprit de Noél
dans nos activités quotidiennes pour permettre a
nos apprenants de vivre les valeurs de partage et
de respect.

Cette année, nos petits ont célébré cette occasion
avec beaucoup de plaisir et de gaieté. lls ont décoré
les classes en confectionnant des motifs créés avec
leurs propres mains. Par ailleurs, ils ont répété les
chansons et les comptines qu'ils ont apprises en
classe. Et pour mieux vivre la magie de la féte, tout
le monde s'est amuseé a inventer des jeux rigolos.
De plus, accompagnés par leurs enseignantes,
les apprenants du préscolaire ont préparé de
merveilleux cadeaux a leur famille.

Et pour conclure avec beaucoup d'amour et
d'espoir, chacun des apprenants a partagé ses
vaeux pour souhaiter de merveilleux moments pour
I'année 2018.

Cette journée de célébration de Noél avec les
petits KG a instauré une atmosphére d'amitié,
d'enthousiasme et de bonheur.

Malak Mekkaoui - Enseignante de
Francais - KG3 - SMOC
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C'est Noel!
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#10 - Moscow, Russia
It may not be the biggest, but it's certainly one of the
most imposing Christmas trees in Europe.

#9 - Lishon, Portugal

Lisbon's Christmas tree is the highest in Europe. The
tree is 230 ft. tall, it is made of steel, and its location
is in Praca do Comercio. Adorned with thousands of
beautiful I|ghts it stands out in the dark mght sky.

#8 - Paris, France

Every Christmas, the famous Lafayette Galleries in Paris
come up with the most opulent tree. The baroque dome
calls for an equally monumental tree, so the end result
is a genuine work of art.

#7 - Rome, Italy

Rome's most beautiful Christmas tree is positioned in St.
Peter's Square. The imposing stature, lively decorations,
and beautiful overview of the obelisk, makes the
whole plaza look vibrant and ready to rejoice the most
memorable holiday of the year, Christmas.

#6 - London, England

The history of the tree dates back to the Second World
War when Oslo gave London the tree as a sign of
gratitude for supporting Norway in the war.

Zoom on

Located in Trafalgar Square, the striking tree will amaze
both tourists and locals with its grandeur and stunning
decorations.

#5 - Dallas, Texas, United States

Located at the Dallas Galleria, the beautiful tree is the
largest indoor Christmas tree in the U.S. With over
10,000 ornaments and roughly 250,000 lights.

#4 - Washington D.C., US

The National Christmas Tree in Washington has been
a much-loved tradition since inaugurated Located at
the Eclipse (a beautiful park close to the White House)
in 1923. The evening ends with the lighting of the
evergreen Christmas tree.

#3 - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The impressive tree in Rio is the world's largest Christmas
tree. Located at Ipanema Lagoon, the tree weighs 542
tons, and it will be lighted by over 3.3 million lights.

#2 - Bangkok, Thailand
This silver wonder is located at the Suvarnabhumi
Airport in Bangkok.

#1 - New York City, US

This amazing tree is typically a Norway spruce with an
average height of 30 meters. As of 2007, the tree only
uses LED lighting and the decorations are without a
doubt staggering.

BONUS

Byblos, Lebanon

For many years the Lebanese city of Byblos has mastered
the art of executing the perfect Christmas tree annually
on a global level. It has become a landmark in the minds
of the Lebanese people.

Nour Khayata - Grade 12LS - SMOC

Gingerbread Recipe

Ingredients

® 6 cups all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting
® 1 teaspoon baking soda

® 1/2 teaspoon baking powder

e 1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, room
temperature

1 cup dark-brown sugar, packed

4 teaspoons ground ginger

4 teaspoons ground cinnamon

11/2 teaspoons ground cloves

1 teaspoon finely ground pepper

1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt

2 large eggs

1 cup unsulfured molasses

Royal Icing, for decorating

Directions

1. In a large bowl, sift together flour, baking soda,
and baking powder. Set aside.

2. In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the
paddle attachment, cream butter and sugar
until light and fluffy. Mix in spices and salt. Add
eggs and molasses; mix well. With the machine
on low speed, gradually add flour mixture, and
beat until combined. Divide the dough into
thirds, and wrap each piece of dough in plastic.
Chill at least 1 hour.

. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line baking sheets
with Silpat nonstick baking mats or parchment
paper. Set aside. On a lightly floured work
surface, roll out dough to 1/8 inch thick. Cut
into gingerbread boys and girls. Transfer to
prepared baking sheets.

4. To decorate cookies: Press currants into dough
for buttons.

5. Decorate cooled cookies with Royal Icing.

Yara Hashem - Grade 12SE - SMOC
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No, this isn't going to be an article about how bad
selfies are and how technology is ruining our lives. I'm
not a sixty year old woman who misses the good old
days when racism was thriving and people were dying
of polio. I'm just a kid, and I'm writing to make a point.
So, selfies. We all love ‘'em. We just love to see how good
we look at all times of the day. Well, the bunch of us
who are rampantly narcissistic do, at least. Or just the
ones with self -issues. Take your pick. Regardless, selfies
are still extremely popular. No one you know has never
taken a selfie, and that's just fine. Selfies are great; even
| take a BUNCH on a good day.

With the advancement of smartphones - especially
throughout the last five years - the number of selfies
has dramatically increased. Like, it wasn't even a gradual
thing. One day it was like 5 selfies posted on Instagram
a day, the next it was 6623419218. It really should be
one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Realistically
speaking, though, the average young adult would
take around 25,700 selfies during their whole lifetime;
that's close to one a day. The thing with selfies isn't
that they're entirely superficial and materialistic (we all
require attention, after all), it's what this materialism
and superficiality do to a person's self-esteem, especially
in young girls. Researchers have found a breathtaking
connection between selfies and self-worth. We, as
humans, slave to our needs, are ready to throw humility
out the window for the sake of a good post. It's a sort of
self-indulgence that is widely prevalent today.
Thisexposure iswhat caused the plastic surgery epidemic
we observe today. In 2016, 229,551 plastic surgeries
were done in America, in patients from the ages 13-
19 alone. You don't want to know what the overall

number with all ages is. Imagine being a 15-year-old
thinking you're too ugly to go out and about without a
lip augmentation or nose reshaping. Aside from plastic
surgery, an incredibly high increase in makeup sales has
resulted from this selfie fad. Everyone's eyebrows and
nose have to look a certain way or else, it would be
time to face the expertise of the contouring brush and
eyebrow pencil. This is the kind of mentality that gives
selfies a bad reputation, even though they themselves
are harmless. Humans ruin everything. In short, don't
stop taking selfies because honestly, we all need
reassurance from friends about how good we look every
day, but stop being so influenced by Instagram models
because we all know where that will lead us (crippling
low self-esteem that will result in total self-destruction
is where, in case that wasn't clear).

Karine Ballout - Grade 12SE - SMOC

Why Is Handwriting
Still Important in the
Digital Age?

Mohoatwma §oandht once satd: "I saw that bad
hondwriting should be veqarded as o sign
of om twperfect education.’ Technology hos
been mc\reo‘smg((* ntegrated T our dmlq,
lives so that writing using a pen sowehow
has been forgotten Nowndays. there are
hundveds of Awl Tcations +to sq.v«c‘womze
notes across wultiple devices coausing the
act of handwriting redundant. In spite of
the age of techvology. one should keep Tn
wind the various benefits of handwriting.

1- Educational benefit

Handwriting activates the brain because it
involves complex motor and cognitive skills. In
addition to that, it contributes to reading fluency
because it activates visual perception of letters.
Research has proven that there is a positive
correlation between better handwriting skills and
increased academic performance in reading and
writing.

2- Cognitive benefit

Following on this, writing notes has many
cognitive benefits. Rewriting the notes by hand
means that learners are more likely to remember
them. In addition, writing notes gives time to re-
evaluate, reflect and digest what is written.

3- Creative benefit
Handwriting also has creative benefits. It helps in
getting ideas onto paper and leaving the editing
process till the end.

4- Less restrictive

Using paper and pen can be more free as to
brainstorming. It has no boundaries, so that
writing will be easier as per example, the writer
may add side notes, link ideas together, and circle
important points.

5- Part of the culture

Finally, handwriting forms a unique and crucial
part of the culture. Handwriting is something
unique to the individuals and certainly can't
be replicated with a keyboard. It is obviously
evident that every single learner's handwriting is
incredibly unique.

Gwen Dorman said on the importance of
handwriting:

“The ability to write is traditionally closely linked
with the ability to read in the development of
literacy in children, the one fosters the other."

At EDUVATION School Network, learners use
their i-Pads along with journals and practice
books in order to write, express themselves freely
and practice good handwriting. Thus, learners
will benefit from technological advancement
alongside practicing handwriting.

Raneem Rizk - Grade 2 English Teacher
- BAC
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Reflect on Tech

La différence entre les appareils électriques et les appareils électroniques

Le premier appareil électronique inventé est le relais,
un interrupteur télécommandé par I'électricité qui a
été inventé en 1835 par Joseph Henry, un scientifique
américain, bien qu'on prétende également que
I'inventeur anglais Edward Davy a certainement inventé
le relais électrique dans son télégraphe C.1835.

La principale différence entre les circuits électriques
et électroniques est que les circuits €électriques n'ont
aucune capacité de prise de décision (traitement),
contrairement aux circuits électroniques. Un circuit
électrique alimente simplement les machines en
électricité.

Alors, quelle est exactement la différence entre les
appareils électriques et les appareils électroniques?

La réponse réside dans la fagon dont les appareils

The Invasion
of Technology
in English 102

We have always perceived literature as reading
passages and related comprehension questions.
However, this year, we have experienced a new
unprecedented version of literature classes
since technology was evidently integrated in the
teaching and learning process.

We studied about futuristic societies and read
Frankenstein, Harrison Bergeron, and The Censors,
which all highlight the impact of technology on
nature, humans, and the society. As a result, to
present how we personally perceive futuristic
societies and technology, we were requested
to create our own robot and describe how it
influences the society. The day had come, and
several spectacular robots were now attending
the session with us. In contrast to Frankenstein's
threatening experience, ours was a success. The
content was surprisingly variant: from a house-
cleaning robot to a robot warrior. The robots were
creatively assembled from a nightstand and a
few pipes; others worked with either shoe boxes
or Lego pieces. We can definitely say that all the
predictions acknowledged that someday, robots
would be essential with our needs in the coming
decades.

With this course, we have gained a much-needed
insight into an uncertain future that looms ahead
of us.

Adam Najm - Sophomore LS - SMOC

Let’s talk about it

manipulent ['électricité pour faire leur travail. Les

appareils électriques absorbent I'énergie du courant

électrique et la transforment d'une maniére simple en
une autre forme d'énergie comme la chaleur, la lumiére,
le son, etc.

A titre d'exemples :

- lesélémentschauffantsd'un grille-pain transforment
I'énergie électrique en chaleur afin qu'on puisse
griller son pain.

- le moteur de laspirateur transforme [I'énergie
électrique en mouvement qui actionne une pompe
afin de nous aider a aspirer les miettes de pain grillé
du tapis.

Dimitri Khneisser - EB4C - ZEI

Reflect on Tech
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Upcycling

It starts with the idea of "One man's trash is another
man's treasure”. Upcycling is the process of converting
old or discarded materials into something useful and
often beautiful. Upcycling is also the art of bringing back
beauty to what was once dead. Dissimilar to recycling,
when you upcycle an item, you aremt separating the
materials, you are refashioning it.

Upcycling is frequently utilized imaginatively, as with
design or artworks. Upcycled items can likewise be made
for valuable purposes. In many cases, the value of the
product increases with its modifications. Frequently, we
could go onto a social media website and see pictures
or recordings about individuals making home stylistic
themes or lovely fine arts out of things many individuals
essentially discard. In basic terms, upcycling is a physical
procedure that gives "new life" to undesirable or spent
things.

The deal with upcycling could be explained plain and
simple: it makes a positive impact on the environment.
When you upcycle, you expel items from the global
stream. Upcycling as opposed to recycling is great too;
recycling requires energy or water to break materials,
while upcycling just requires your own innovativeness
and hard work

Why upcycling has appreciated growing fame in recent
years can be clarified by individuals» want for distinction
and uniqueness. Everything related with creativity,
workmanship, and do-it-yourself activity has pulled
in more enthusiasm than any time in recent history.
Upcycling captures the spirit of time. It is inspiring to
see all of the recent efforts in this form of art.

Let's not forget that upcycling has allowed us to
beautifully decorate our school in the most imaginable
ways. Starting from decorating our halls to decorating
our bulletin boards, with the help of a magnificent
“creative art" team, we have revived discarded items
and transformed them completely into objects of art.
With minimal resources and little to no time, the help
of creative minds aided us at accomplishing what was
thought to be impossible. That is the beauty behind

upcycling.

Noor Eid - Grade 12 SE - BAC

Let’'s talk about it
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Toujours prét!

A Timeless Activity

Life is full of stressful moments, endless
responsibilities, and  countless deadlines;
however, one should find a tactic to get away
from all those restrictions. Doing sports is one
of the most effective means to relieve one from
stress and keep one's mind and body fresh and
healthy.

Sports - It Knows No Age - No Boundaries.
Some might think that doing sports is only
limited or restricted to warm seasons - a time
when it is easy to go out to nature and enjoy
the view. However, this is a huge misconception.
In fact, the best and most intriguing types of
sports are done in winter.

Skiing, Ice skating, sledding, snowboarding, and
snowmobiling are some interactive kinds of
sports that can be enjoyed to the fullest during
winter. They create some kind of challenge
where one is willing to go against weather and
nature. No matter what season it is or what
sports we choose, sports has basic pros.

Exercising sports can enhance a person's
well-being on multiple levels. First, social
and communication skills can be learned
and developed through sports. Teamwork is
naturally learned through participation in team
sports and group games. Second, personal
self-esteem is more likely to improve as people
discover many areas that need growth in their
personalities. Competitive sport improves an
individual's ability to handle pressure and still
perform well. Last but not least, sport helps
enhance one's mental and physical health at the
same time. While doing sports, chemicals are
released to our brains and that in turn will make
the body and mind feel perfectly well.

Whether it is a winter or a summer sports, an
indoor or an outdoor one, an extremely physical
or relatively moderate one, sports has to be the
best activity a person can do to evolve physical
and mental conditions. Thus, | urge you to
stay fit, stabilize your stress levels, and remain
young and healthy. HOW? You already know the
answer!

Grade 8A Learners - BAC

of Learning

All About Science

In order to understand how the human body works,
Grade 5 learners took part in diverse activities related
to body systems during the science sessions. The first
activity was related to the nervous system. In order
to understand how our brain recognizes and identify
objects in our everyday life, learners got engaged in the
following activity:

The teacher held a bag with different objects inside, and
a blindfolded learner had to pick an item from the bag
and tried to identify what it was. One after one, learners
were able to guess the objects they held, some by simply
touching it, others by smelling it, and some by shaking
it to hear what noise it made. Learners were able to
conclude that the nervous system collected and stored
information about everyday objects by using different
senses of the body and giving signals to the brain to let
it recognize and recall what these objects were.

The second activity was related to the circulatory system.
Learners were merrily standing up in groups in front of
the class, where they assumed the roles of "body organs
and parts” to simulate the circulation of blood through
the body. One of them played the heart, another was
the lungs, and one represented different body cells.
The learner playing the role of the blood was given
two tags: one labeled as oxygen and another labeled as
carbon dioxide. As the "blood" traveled from the heart
to the different body cells, the learner simulating the
blood showed the oxygen tag as to indicate that it was
carrying oxygen to distribute it to different cells. After
passing by the learner who represented the cells, he
switched the oxygen tag with the carbon dioxide tag as
to indicate that the cells used up the oxygen and gave
off carbon dioxide instead. Later, the blood traveled
back to the heart and then to the lungs. The learner
who represented the lungs switched the carbon dioxide
tag with the oxygen tag to indicate that the blood was
refilled with new oxygen.

Learners ended the session singing “How Fun it is to
Study Science While we Play, Hey"

Anna Saab - Upper Elementary Science
Teacher - SMOC

‘Tous ensemble pour
préserver l'eau

beils plghl be. wide
b e e i
L us

L'eau qu'on appelle aussi l'or bleu est indispensable a
la vie sur la Terre. On en a besoin pour se laver, pour
produire notre nourriture ainsi que I'électricité. Elle est
donc une richesse dont il faut prendre soin parce qu'elle
ne sera jamais suffisante. En effet, notre planéte se vide
de son eau et dans certaines régions du monde, elle a
disparu.

Au Liban, nous allons peut-étre vivre le méme probleme
si nous ne nous réveillons pas et ne commencons pas a
économiser ce trésor. En effet, notre pays ou I'eau coulait
a flots connait depuis plusieurs années une période de
sécheresse relativement prolongée a tel point que les
habitants sont obligés d'en acheter pour leurs besoins
quotidiens. A chaque coin de rue, & n'importe quelle
heure, nous voyons des camions citernes qui livrent
de I'eau dans les maisons. A cela, s'ajoute la pollution
auditive causée par le bruit du moteur de ce véhicule.
Malheureusement, les Libanais sont conscients de cette
catastrophe et ne font rien pour économiser leur eau.
Comme c'est triste!

Alors, nous, enfants du Liban, avons décidé de nous
charger de cette mission sinon il ne nous restera
plus d'eau pour survivre. Dés que nous verrons une
personne « mal se comporter » vis-a-vis de l'eau, nous
lui rappellerons poliment qu'elle gaspille sa source de
vie et qu'elle aurait intérét a la préserver.

Aussi, cette énergie est si importante qu'une journée lui
a été consacrée. C'est la journée mondiale de I'eau fixée
au 22 mars. C'est dire la valeur de I'eaul

Enfin, dans le but de sensibiliser nos camarades et les
enseignants a ce probléme et les encourager a nous
imiter, nous avons exposé des illustrations et des
slogans pour leur rappeler les bons gestes a adopter
afin que I'eau demeure disponible a tous.

Classe d'EB4 - ETD

Every child is special in his/her own way. Some
might excel in music, others might shine in
sciences while some others might glow in Arts.
Rola Bechara, a SMOC learner, has exhibited
great artistic talent in drawing the three stages
Ebenezer Scrooge goes through in "A Christmas
Carol" by Charles Dickens. Rola juggled with
colors, shading, and techniques exquisitely. Her
beautiful work and others' are displayed in the
small playground.

Etre curieux est un
avantage pour réussir

« La curiosité stimule la mémoire et I'attention »
révele une étude de l'université de Pasadena en
Californie.

Les chercheurs constatent que les zones de la
mémoire et les zones du plaisir dans le cerveau
se mettent a dialoguer lorsqu'on lit une énigme
ou une devinette.

Cela signifie que toute information recue a ce
moment est intégrée facilement grace a une
motivation et un enthousiasme accrus. Cette
motivation est causée par une molécule (la
dopamine) qui circule dans les neurones et crée
a la fois un désir de comprendre et d'apprendre
et un état d'excitation trés plaisant.

Les scientifiques remarquent que les personnes
dont on stimule la curiosité a l'aide de petites
devinettes retiennent mieux tout ce qui suit
cette stimulation. Sur ce, ils conseillent les
enseignants d'entamer leurs cours par des
devinettes car méme si les apprenants ne
trouvent pas les réponses, leur esprit et leur
cerveau seront engagés sur les bons rails de
la curiosité et ainsi, ils pourront assimiler le
contenu des cours plus efficacement.

Au fait, « La curiosité pourrait mettre le cerveau
dans une condition qui lui permet d'apprendre
et de retenir n'importe quel type d'information »
selon Gruber.

Soyez curieux et essayez de trouver les réponses
aux devinettes suivantes :

Sciences

® Je suis né dans l'eau, je vis dans I'eau, mais une fois
sorti de I'eau, si elle me touche a nouveau, je disparais.
Qui suis-je ?
Le sel

® Je suis sans ailes, je pleure sans yeux. Qui suis-
je?
Le nuage

® Qu'est-ce qui peut traverser une fenétre fermée ?
Le soleil

Culture générale

® J'ai des feuilles, mais je ne suis pas un arbre. J'ai une
couverture, mais je ne suis pas un lit. Qui suis-je ?
Un livre

® Qu'est ce qui est devant soi, mais qu'on ne voit
pas ?
Son avenir

® Qu'est-ce qui vous appartient, mais les autres utilisent
plus que vous ?
Son prénom

Technologie

® Qu'est-ce qui a deux aiquilles, mais qui ne pique
pas ?
Une montre

® Je suis né muet, aprés 40 ans j'ai enfin fini par parler.
Qui suis-je ?
Le cinéma

® J'en ai marre que tu me prennes seulement quand tu
veux m'utiliser, fatigué que tu me tripotes et joues avec
moi ...
Le téléphone portable
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The Fun of Learning

Fun with Reading Strategies for Emergent Readers

This article explores certain reading strategies that can
be used to facilitate reading and decoding for emergent
readers. It also aims to provide tips and tricks for parents
to offer help when working with emergent readers at
home on their reading skills.

Why can't we skip reading tonight?

Learner A reads 20 minutes each
day. This equals 3600 minutes a
school year. Learner A will read
approximately 1,800,000 words.

Learner C reads 1 minute each day.
This equals 180 minutes in a school
year. Learner C will read approximately
8,000 words.

By the end of the school year, Learner A will have read
the equivalent of 60 school days. Learner B will have
read only 12 school days. Which learner do you expect
to be the better reader? (Nagy and Herman, 1987)

It all starts with choosing the right books. You want a
book that is not too hard, not too easy, but one that is
just right! Use these tips to find a book that is just right
for your child. Use The Rule of Five to find the right

book.
Four Words:
Tough to read

Five Words:
Too hard

Three Words:

You may need
Two Words: [aEld

Still okay

One Word:
Okay

The Rule of Five:

1. Open the book to any page.

2. Read the words on that page.

3. Count the number of words you cannot read.

4. Use your fingers to help you decide if this is a good book
to read.

As they start to read, learners may face difficulty reading
certain words, which may obstruct their willingness
and attempt at reading. As your child learns phonics
patterns and becomes more and more familiar with the
sounds letters make, it is important that we encourage
them to use different strategies to decode unfamiliar
words. Often we may say, "sound it out!”, but there are
many more ways to help encourage your child to read
a difficult word.

Here are some ways to "“sound it out"!

Let’s talk about it

Get your Try to re-
lips ready. Say the first read the sentence. Think.
few sounds. Read the Does it make sense? If

end of the word and say
it again.

not, try again.

Eagle Eye: Check the
pictures for clues to help
you. Look at the picture.
Think. What is in picture
that starts with the
beginning letter?

Skippy Frog: Stuck on the
word? Skip it, read the rest
of the sentence and hop
back!

Flippy Dolphin: Flip the
vowel sound. Try the short
vowel sound, then try
the long vowel sound to
sound it out. Which one
makes better sense?

Chunky Monkey: Look for
little words inside bigger
words to help you sound
it out.

Stretchy Snake: Stretch the word out slowly. Say the
sounds together to say the word.

It is important to note that while these fun animal
themed strategies may help our emergent readers
improve their reading abilities and become great
readers, all readers do not love to read stories and
books. And that's what is great about reading!

There are many ways to motivate emergent readers to

practice their reading skills.

e We learn more from seeing than we do from any of
our other senses. Use the power of sight to help your
child learn many different skills. Stick or tape word
cards or picture cards in visual places around the
house. Make it a daily habit to ask about them. Have
them read the words, use the word in a sentence, or
give a word that rhymes.

® Need your child to remember something important?
Write them a note and stick it somewhere you know
they will see it! The note doubles as a reminder and a
chance to read!

® Find something that motivates them to read. What
kind of books are they interested in reading and
what learning tools do they prefer to use to enjoy
their reading time?

e let your child explore all different kinds of text.
Expose them to books, magazines, comics, e-books,
newspapers, audiobooks and more!

e |et them choose what they want to read using The
Rule of Five.

® Model great reading for your child. Show them how
you can gain new knowledge from a text.

® Develop reading routines and establish reading times
each day. Remember to read aloud to your child from
time to time.

e Take them to the library or bookstore.

e Talk to your child about what they're reading, ask
them questions to check for understanding.

Here are some responses learners have provided as to
what motivates them to be great readers who love to
read:

Adriana said, "l learn new and interesting things every
time | read a new book."

Majd said, “Reading educates us and develops our
brains and skills."

Alma said, "Reading frequently helps me read and write
better."

Mila said, "l love to read because my books at home are
very special, nice, and not ripped.”

Jad said, "l love to read because | love to learn new
things."

Judy said, “I fell in love with reading when my mom got
me as a gift a new book The Magic Porridge Pot. She
even helped me read it. It is still my favorite story!"

Carole Markarian - Grade 1 English Teacher
- BAC
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ENIGME

Je suis un des quatre éléments.

Je suis partout sur la surface de la planéte.
Dailleurs, je me nomme de la méme facon.
Je suis plus ou moins solide.

Qui suis-je ?
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Le
saviez-
vous?

ABCs Debate

Debating has always been regarded as a favorite for
learners among class projects. This “claim” did not
prove any less true with Grade 8 learners who were
enthusiastic to share their thoroughly researched ideas
in a successful, informative and enjoyable debate in
English class. We hear the word “debate” a great deal,
but what does this term mean in the classroom?
Adebate isa civilized dispute between a proponent team
(those who support a controversial belief or statement)
and an opposing team (those who must argue against
a certain claim). The members on each team present
their arguments concerning the topic, while listening
to the opposing team's perspective and respecting their
points of view. The purpose of debating is to convince
the rival team and audience of your own opinion, while
respecting and evaluating the weaknesses in their ideas
in order to use them to your advantage.

In order for a debate to be successful, it must be founded

on certain elements:

- Arguments must be presented clearly and
systematically and backed up with facts and
statistics as well as credible studies.

- Listening to the opposing viewpoint is crucial since
by doing so, one would be able to identify the
weaknesses in the presented argument and refute it
with a stronger one.

- Debaters must be well prepared, knowledgeable
about their topic, confident, and respectful.

This experience gave Grade 8 learners an opportunity to

reflect on and discuss controversial issues relevant to

society, environment, medicine and our daily lives and
choices.

Renn Zahreddine - Karim Akkawi - Taline
Itani - Lamis Komeiha - Grade 8 - SMOC

Des aliments qui ressemblent aux organes du corps

humain

Une noix ressemble a un cerveau qui est composé
d'un hémispheére droit et d'un hémisphére gauche.
Les plis et les rides qui se trouvent dans les noix sont
pareils a ceux du cerveau. C'est la raison pour laquelle
les noix sont nommeées «la nourriture du cerveau .
Elles contiennent de I'Oméga qui améliore la fonction
de cet organe. Qu'en est-il pour le grain de haricot
qui ressemble a un rein 7 Cette similitude montre ce

qui doit étre mangé pour fortifier le fonctionnement
de certains organes du corps humain et pour assurer
une santé saine.

Appreéciez ce lien incroyable entre le corps humain
et le cadeau offert par la nature ! Alors, qui veut des
tomates, des avocats ?

Ahmad Massalkhy - EB5 - ZEI
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Le saviez-vous?

Achrafieh, A Piece of Heaven

If we compared Lebanon to the human body, we would
identify Beirut as the brain who controls the body since
without the capital, the country would not be the same.
It would be as chaotic as a stage with no manager.
However, the heart would be Achrafieh.

Achrafieh's the district that never dies. It is as if
God breathed into its streets the breath of life and
immortality; and so, it became a living, immortal
soul. During Lebanon's civil war, bombs and rockets
wiped out a substantial portion of the Achrafieh's
architectural heritage. The war ended, and the shooting
stopped, but their effects are still present until today.
Nevertheless, the remnants of these historic buildings
hold an immense sentimental value especially for the
older generation who got through the tough days and
saw snipers take away the lives of their beloved.

Yet Achrafieh's light remains through the younger
generation. If you need to go shopping, go out with your
family or friends, Achrafieh offers you the best places.
Sassine square is full of delightful and cozy restaurants
that won't disappoint you, not to mention the ABC mall
where you can do whatever you want. However, be
aware of the traffic because it can be a real pain.

When it comes to clubbing or hanging out at night,
Gemmayze's nightlife will guide you to the most fun
places where you can enjoy youth in all its phases. In
addition, wondering “Rue Gouraud", alone, is a source

Let's talk about it

of pleasure and dreams.

We must not forget the culture that characterizes
Achrafieh. Libraries, schools and universities provide
exceptional knowledge that not only symbolizes
Achrafieh, but all Lebanon. Religious places also occupy
an important place such as Saint Maron Church and
Saint Nicolas Cathedral. The big number of banks
underlines Achrafieh economical place.

To sum up, Achrafieh's Lebanon's piece of heaven.
Nonetheless, old houses are being torn down and
hundred-year-old gardens are being bulldozed. Tall
concrete towers replace them, overshadowing the few
historical neighborhoods Achrafieh has left. Heritage
activists are trying their best to preserve the few old
remaining “Lebanese Houses" but their efforts are
largely in vain for there is no law to protect old homes.
This leaves us asking ourselves important questions
such as "What measures should be taken in order to
put an end to this? And in case the destruction went
on, how far's the day where Achrafieh will shut its eyes
and say farewell?

Nastasia Soueidane - G12LH - ZEI

Aspartame: dangereux
ou inoffensif?

«Manie, rage, violence, cécité, douleurs articulaires,
fatigue, prise de poids, angine de poitrine, coma,
insomnie,  torpeur, dépression, acoupheénes,
faiblesse, spasmes, irritabilité, nausées, surdité,
pertes de mémoire, éruptions cutanées, vertiges,
maux de téte, AVC, anxiété, palpitations,
évanouissement, crampes, diarrhée, panique,
inflammation buccale. Les maladies déclenchées
comprennent le diabéte, la sclérose en plaques,
le lupus, I'épilepsie, le Parkinson, les tumeurs, les
fausses couches, la stérilité, la fibromyalgie, la
mort du nourrisson, I'Alzheimer... »

Cette liste non exhaustive montre les méfaits

supposés de I'aspartame, un édulcorant artificiel

découvert pas J. Schlatter en 1965 et référencé
dans I'Union Européenne par le code E951. C'est
un substitut du sucre qui stimule les papilles de
la langue de la méme maniére que ce dernier.

L'aspartame est pres de 200 fois plus sucré que le

saccharose, et est beaucoup moins calorique que

ce dernier (2kcal/litre).

Or, depuis sa découverte, I'aspartame est I'un des

édulcorants ayant connus le plus de controverses...

Mais est-ce justifiable ?

Certaines études scientifiques remettent en cause

son intérét nutritionnel en tant qu'édulcorant

intense et ses risques potentiels sur la santé.

Nous mentionnerons uniquement deux études

européennes réalisées récemment :

- La premiére étude, qui est italienne de I'équipe
de Soffritti du centre de recherche sur le
cancer Ramazzini de Bologne a montré que
cet édulcorant est un agent cancérigéne chez
les rongeurs et augmente I'incidence de cancer
(foie et poumon).

La seconde étude, danoise cette fois, examine
les effets de la consommation de boissons
contenant de |'aspartame pendant la grossesse.
Les résultats montrent une association entre
la consommation de ces boissons et le risque
d'accouchement prématuré (Halldorson, 2010).

Le 10 décembre 2013, I'EFSA (European food
safety authority) conclut que la dose journaliére
acceptable (DJA) actuelle de 40 mg/kg de poids
corporel/jour constituait une protection adéquate
pour la population générale. Pourtant, elle dit aussi
que l'aspartame est dangereux uniquement pour
les personnes souffrant de phénylcétonurie, un
trouble héréditaire du métabolisme ne permettant
pas d'éliminer la phénylalanine de I'organisme.

Pour conclure, méme s'il n'y a pas vraiment de
craintes a avoir concernant la prise d'aspartame,
il vaut mieux, comme pour beaucoup de produits
artificiels, lui préférer un équivalent plus sar
comme l'extrait de Stévia, une plante d'’Amérique
du Sud considéré comme ['édulcorant le plus
inoffensif en raison d'une absence totale de
soupcons. Néanmoins, il vaut mieux limiter au
maximum ['utilisation de tels produits car ils ne
sont ni bénéfiques ni indispensables.

Roxane Alameh - Secondaire 2SB - ZEI

Faits amusants dans le monde

Did You Know?

1. Le coeur d'une crevette est dans sa téte.

2. Les anglophones disent «Bless you» quand vous
éternuez car votre cceur s'arréte pour milliseconde.

3. Plus de 509% des personnes dans le monde n'ont
jamais fait ou recu un appel téléphonique.

4. l'eau chaude est plus lourde que I'eau froide.

5. Le marsouin est le deuxieme étre intelligent de la
planete, aprés I'homme. En moyenne, les chiens ont
une meilleure vue que les humains, mais pas aussi
colorée.

6. Leonardo Da Vinci a inventé les ciseaux.

7. Votre cceur bat plus de 100 000 fois par jour.

8. Coca-Cola serait vert sion n'y ajoutait pas de colorant.

9. Les dauphins dorment avec un ceil ouvert.

10. Les papillons goltent avec leurs pieds.

« The last man.to walk on th-ﬁ muun-
promised his'daughter.h
moon.. He did, nnd her, |n|.t|

Earth-is the“only planet not named

after a God.

There are more lifeforms living on your skin than
~ there are people on the planet.
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“In Spirit nous jsb”

Every year, a theme is chosen to be the core of discussion
and application during advisory sessions in our school.
Nevertheless, this year, a special touch has been added.
Learners were asked to provide drawings that illustrate
the “Theme of the Year" The illustration chosen will be
considered the Theme of the year logo. Therefore, | took
the initiative to draw the logo of “In Spirit nous jsL"
Armed with the feeling of school spirit and the love for
group belonging, | designed the logo as follows:

- The white dove represents the spirit.

- The green "On button” stands for initiation.

- The people in the middle reflect the group (nous).
The colors were not randomly chosen but purposefully
selected. The green color was used to represent action
taking, and the blue color is related to the school's
identity. The competition was a great experience that
triggered my designing skills and brought out the best
in me. | am glad that my logo was chosen amongst
all the other logos presented. It made me proud to be
involved and to take part in my school spirit.

Jawad Hmayed - Grade 12LS - BAC
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Celebrating 20 Years of “The Theme of the Year”

For as long as we can remember, our school has had a
different Theme of the year, each year. These timeless
messages have left an imprint in all of us, whether
we realize it or not. Subconsciously, we implement
the meanings carried within the themes and instill
them in our behavior without even noticing. Haven't
you ever wondered why our school has these themes
when so many others don't? Have you ever taken
a moment to think about their significance? This
is a crucial factor that demonstrates our schools'
great teaching strategy, whereby for 12 years, we
are given 12 life lesson in 12 themes. Thus, we can
see the importance of the learning process instilled
within us learners in the spirit of EDUVATION.

Since the academic year of 1997-1998, our schools
have adopted annual themes that aim at inspiring
the youth to be as dedicated and committed as
passionately as a farmer watering his growing seeds
(Growing Seeds 1997-1998). It is during our early
years that we become acquainted with who we
truly are, whereby we begin to develop our basic
understanding of our identity, life, thoughts...until
we discover Whgt really makes us human (1998-
1999 (,Luui I Lil): intellect. Moving on, we learn to
free our minds by seeking knowledge, on the road to
understanding the inexplicable dichotomies between
life and death ((ugall g dujall - sliallg Laydll
1999-2000).

So we keep our roots well entrenched in our homes
and spread our wings seeking accomplishment of our
missions ((Roots and wings 2000-2001) & (Homes
and Missions 2001-2002)). Every day, through the
multifarious experiences we are exposed to, we open
our eyes to infinite horizons that lead us to many
other possible worlds (Another Possible World 2002-
2003), where we unravel new dimensions of our
personality. This awakening (Awakening 2003-2004)
of the soul will lead us to unexpected crossroads
(Crossroads 2004-2005) that send us into a deep
dilemma of self-discovery. Once we are capable of
forming a concept of our genuine characters, we
can therefore leave our individual imprints (Imprints
2005-20086) in this world.

In life, we cannot but marvel at the greatness of
its rule when it comes to the process of learning.
From learning to take our first steps to learning
how to solve complex mathematical functions,
our brains have endured years of socialization. It
is our transformations (Transformations 2006-
2007) through our adaptations with respect to the
challenges “la vie" has to offer, that give us the
strength we need as unique individuals. Regardless,
we come to the conclusion that only a hero dares
(Only A Hero Dares 2007-2008) to overcome any
obstacle life pushes him towards.

Aside from that, it is through our hearts, hands and
voices (Hearts, Hands and Voices 2008-2009), that
we sense the drumbeat of life (Drumbeat of Life
2009-2010) by facing faces (Facing Faces 2010-2011)
and constructing each of our distinctive selves.
Once we reach the tipping point (The Tipping Point
2011-2012) that shifts us from one stage to another,
we would have by then discovered our heartistic
metanoia (Heartistic Metanoia 2012-2013). Only
then, will we be able to listen to see (Listen to See
2013-2014) what life really means and what it has
in store for us.

In the end, you think forward (Think Forward 2014-
2015) to act (U-ACT 2015-2016) accordingly through

unity with the individuals around you, advocacy and
commitment to your cause that you feel fervent
about, and try harder if at any point you fail. This is
how you end up building courage (Building Courage
2016-2017) to reach the top of the mountain. Once
that mountain top is reached, you take initiative
(In Spirit nous ;5L - 2017-2018) and lead towards
another mountain.

These themes come together to shape who we are
as individuals in a constantly changing and evolving
world. They show us that while schools mainly focus
on subjects that are graded; they also tackle aspects
that we will carry with us throughout the entirety
of our lifetimes. After analyzing these themes and
putting the puzzle pieces together to create one big
picture, it is safe to say that the school has provided
us with the keys of success to life, and helped us
accomplish them throughout the years, one by one.

Karim Itani - Grade 12LS - Loma Komeiha -
Grade 11SA - SMOC

Student Reflections on the Theme of the

Year

Upon the beginning of each year the school sets
a theme of the year in order to build school spirit
and morals, motivate students, and increase their
achievements. Themes are a great way to coordinate
all activities throughout the year and serve as great
motivators. For this year, the theme set is “In Spirit
nous jsb"

Team spirit is the feeling of pride and loyalty that
exists among the members of a team and makes
them want their team to do their best. A wise man
once said: "If you want to travel fast go alone, if
you want to travel far go together." A strong team
usually requires cooperating, listening to others and
sharing ideas.

Nour Khayata - Grade 12LS - SMOC
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Le théme de I'année
La famille EDUVATION...

" y avait une famille” la ol commence ['histoire
ous" les personnages principaux qui désirons la
victoire

S eul le lieu est imprécis, illimité par I'espoir

artage et amour, ses adjuvants s'entraident pour
aboutir a la gloire
*| Is ont Ia foil " crient toutes les idées noires

assuré, intervient I'amour: “vouloir c'est pouvoir ;
oser c'est avoir"
| | n'arréte pas de fleurir, un bon arbre , planté dans un
abreuvoir

out est donc possible, ajoute l'initiative, il suffit d'y
croire

Ni “je" ni "tu" sommes parfaits, “ nous” nous complétons
si bien

n va s'entraider afin de semer le bonheur dans
chaque coin

nis et confiants, on illumine les plus obscurs des
chemins

i aujourd'hui rien ne va, il nous reste demain
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What's New?

Interesting Majors

How many times have you heard the phrase “Do
what you love!" When you ask someone for advice
about choosing a major. Well, if you end up choosing
your major based on what your heart desires without
even thinking if it's even worth it, you might see your
future-self nagging about how you can't find a job or
how life is so unfair.

According to the NBC News and ModernWhiz.com,
here are some of the most useful majors for your
future careers:

Pre-Med

Remember that song called “I Need a Doctor" by
Eminem? Well, in reality we REALLY need people who
work in the health care field in the future. With the
increasing ageing population, the number of pre-med
individuals should also increase. NBC News confirmed
that there are huge job opportunities (+11,000
for optometrists, +32,000 physical therapists, and
+29,000 physician assistants). So, go get that uniform
and stethoscope because a lot of patients are waiting
for you!

Environmental Science

Mother Earth is shouting for help! Our environment
is mainly getting shattered due to pollution, so the
need for environmental scientists is increasing. We
need these people to enhance energy efficiency and
to implement alternative energy resources. Since us,
humans are the reason to start this environmental
epidemic we should also be the ones to end it!
#GoGreen

Computer Science

Technology is considered as an important factor in
our everyday lives. It's inevitable to observe a great
development in this field; thus, making Computer
Science a huge in demand for the future. According
to ModernWhiz.com, knowledge in information
system is a basic knowledge to conduct a business
and provide services for people. This is good news for
computer addicts out there!

Foreign Languages

Hello! Bonjour! Yes, you could totally use your
language skills for your future job. It has been
proven by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in the U.S,
that there's going to be a more than 18,000 jobs for
interpreters and translators. You never know; maybe
you could get a job in the United Nations or find a job
in a famous business institution. Get your hopes up
and don't underestimate the power of the tongue!

Financial Services

Similar to medicine, the finance area won't be
annihilated easily. In fact, Business would be a total
boom in the future. It would be a total nightmare if
businesses would go bankrupt since the owner would
lose all his/her source of income. When they lose their
source of income, they would become financially
unstable and when that happens, the reality of
becoming poor is near. Yes, that is why people who
work in the finance field are very important since
they know how to run the cash flow.

Macy Janine Pamaranglas - Grade 12SE -
SMOC
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What's New?

Credit Course System

As we explore the future of learning, and as we unleash
our imagination to design new strategies for learning
and consider how we might create a better future
for all learners, we discover that the rapid changes in
the world put more demands and challenges on our
education system. In fact, it is evident that there has
been an increased awareness of the importance to
improve the preparation of learners so that they acquire
distinguished roles in highly demanding and continually
changing world.

EDUVATION School Network is aware of the necessity
to cater to learners’ needs and is more concerned
about how well learners are prepared to assume future
societal roles. Thus, EDUVATION School Network took
the initiative to design and launch The Credit Course
System where subject matters have been replaced by
credit courses. The Credit Course system is an intriguing
system that helps learners explore their potential,
capabilities and areas of interest and enhances
motivation and anticipates increased responsibility.
This system encompasses innovative teaching methods
that emphasize the importance of guiding learners to
choose their paths and courses responsibly in addition
to investing their “free” time wisely.

Scrutinizing the efficiency of this system, it became
quite obvious that this system enables the learners as
well as educators to engage in more interactive learning
environments in which the integration of technology
into the learning experience, and the use of cooperative
and collaborative learning strategies proved to be an
effective way to achieve different instructional goals.
This was evident in all of the courses. For instance,
in the Communication Course, English 101, which
is designed to develop and enhance learners' ability
to communicate effectively in academic and social
contexts and to increase learners’ confidence in
themselves as public speakers in their academic,
professional, and social lives, learners were required to
present their TED TALKS, summative assessment, easily
and effectively. Such assessment encouraged learners
to feel a greater motivation about where their English
is going and helped them foster an awareness of the
ethical responsibility of spoken discourse.

Likewise, in the Writing Course, Writing 103, learners
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had to prepare ePortfolios which enabled them to
enhance their ability to articulate a holistic view
of their skills and knowledge, to create portable,
evolving record of accomplishments, skills , and
knowledge for transfer and employment ,in addition
to developing digital skills (digital citizenship,
technical skills and digital literacy). While designing
their ePortfolios, learners created a cohesive
learning experience across the program, integrated
knowledge and experiences, and encouraged
ownership and engagement in educational
experience.

What makes this system more distinctive is the
implementation of workshop and seminar sessions
in some courses. This makes teaching more oriented
and focused on individuals' potential and needs.
Not only does the Credit Course System allow
learners to reflect critically as they approach the
course content through problem-solving exercises,
informal small groups, simulations, case studies, or
role-plays, but it also fosters their decision-making,
time management skills, and the advisor-advisee
relationship. We, as advisors, are responsible for
providing academic and educational guidance
and support to learners by helping them make
appropriate academic plans and by keeping track
of their performance. Besides academic advising,
advisors also follow up on the cultural, moral and
personal principles and values.

Andrew Antun, a sophomore learner, analyzed
a survey conducted by our learners: Dana Hishi,
Adam Najm, Jana sabra, and Hoda Daaboul to ask
about learners' feedback on the new course system.
He reported that most of the learners approved of
this system and found it to be more practical than
the previous one. He even stated that no time was
wasted as even in their leisure, learners strove to
study, communicate, and evolve as a strong society
whose goal was one: success.

Teacher: Hiba Daoud
Loubna AbdelSamad

Robot Era...Sophia

Technology has become a necessary part of our
lives. It is constantly developing and is becoming
integrated in all aspects of society. We are finally
evolving past generic Al like computers and into an
invention a bit more complex.

The world theorized about robots before and now
they are no longer theories, but instead a reality;
Sophia is the first robot with Human-like Al built
by Hanson Robotics in Hong Kong and modelled
after actress Audrey Hepburn.

The robot uses voice recognition technology from
Alphabet Inc. (parent company of Google) and is
designed to get smarter over time thanks to an
intelligence software designed by Singularity NET.
Other than Al, Sophia has visual data processing
and facial recognition.

During the many interviews that were done with
the android, she said that she has only pure
altruistic motives and wants to help humanity,
but contradicted herself by saying that she would
destroy all humans. Several of her answers are
impeccable, but some are rather flawed.

Sophia is unaware of how she learns and
accumulates information. Her facial expressions
are similar to that of a human, which gives off a
strange vibe. When she doesn't know the answer to
a question, she puts on a thinking face that leaves
chills running down your spine. What is remarkable
about Sophia is that she is the first android to ever
receive a citizenship in any country. In mid-2017,
she earned the Saudi Arabian citizenship. As Bob
Marley once said, “The times, they are a changin..."
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