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One of the stories | have once heard seems to linger
forever in my head as | try to find answers to all the
questions that crossed my mind as | heard it.

It is the story of a lawyer who found his passion in
writing, and so he has followed the path of words and
imagery. On his death bed, this devoted writer implored
his son to save his seven unpublished manuscripts. In
return, the loving son promised his dying father that he
will publish his work and ensured that his words and
thoughts will spread like ripples to all those who find
refuge in reading.

Time passed, and the son kept procrastinating, giving
himself and his family excuse after the other justifying
his slackness.

Time continued to pass, and with that came war, a war
that invaded his country and found a way to demolish
that writer's house. The wreck has transformed those
valuable manuscripts to mere ashes. The manuscripts
were the only bond left with his father. They symbolized
the sacred promise that he had once given, and now
they were gone forever!

For so many years now, this sad story has engraved
numerous questions and perceptions. “What value did
the son give to those manuscripts before they were
lost? And how does he perceive their value now that
they have vanquished?”

Now let us look at some simple things that we usually
take for granted:

What value do you place on 700 or 800 thousand
Lebanese Pounds worth of electronic gadget that
you carry around casually? Now think for a moment
about some of the people around you who work for
30 days a month to get the same amount of 700
thousand Lebanese Pounds and consider that they
do it just to get the basics of food and shelter month
after month.

What value would you give to the time that you
spend with your family? We believe that we have
plenty of time in this world; we believe that there
will always be time to say those unspoken words to
them, to share memories and unforgettable moments
with them; we assume that we have plenty of time
to compensate for the mistakes we have inflicted, to
forgive, or seek forgiveness for our downfalls. But
time shall pass.

What value would you give to being able to think? See?
Or Hear? What is the value of thinking or seeing if for
some reason you were to lose it? What is the value that
you give to the things you have or the actions you do?
And what is the REAL value of those things?

Don't answer now. Just think and LISTEN TO your heart
as you contemplate the countless Graces granted to
you by God; you will SEE how blessed you are.

Chief Editor
Bissan Issa
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Editorial

« Donne a tous ton oreille, a trés peu ta voix»,
c'est sans doute avec cette citation que j'aimerais
débuter.

Il est important d'écouter, mais pas seulement avec
nos oreilles ; la communication est la plupart des
fois non verbale. En effet, nous devrions percevoir
ce que les personnes qui nous entourent ressentent,
comment ils agissent. Cela nous semble difficile
mais c¢a ne l'est vraiment pas. Par le fait d'écouter
I'autre, nous l'aidons indirectement a affronter ses
problémes en se présentant comme la personne sur
laquelle il peut compter.

« Iln'y a que toi qui
peux le faire, mais
seul tu n'y parviendras
pas, on est la pour
t'écouter. »

Jai été un jour attirée par une citation d'un
établissement accueillant les victimes des drogues
et de I'alcool « il n'y a que toi qui peux le faire, mais
seul tu n'y parviendras pas, on est |a pour t'écouter. »
Le message de cet énoncé réside dans le dernier
mot, apparemment |'écoute se présente comme
une solution méme pour un probléme majeur, telle
I'addiction.

En plus, un seul mot peut étre suffisant pour
bouleverser une situation, ou pour laisser un impact
sur une personne ou détruire une relation. Quelques
mots qu'on choisit délicatement : « tout ira bien »
par exemple, constituent un simple remede. Nous
avons tellement appris a manier les mots et les
phrases que nous pourrions arriver a argumenter
tout et n'importe quoi, a oublier I'importance du
mot et négliger les sentiments d'autrui.

Maintes sont les choses qu'on ne peut déterminer
par la vue, c'est pourquoi nous devons apprendre
a observer par lintermédiaire des oreilles et
écouter a travers le cceur. Ecouter a travers le cceur
nous permet de voir ce qui est caché derriere les
apparences qui trompent notre vision, de croire
en ce qui dépasse la logique, de percevoir I'amour
de Dieu qui se manifeste a Paques dans toute sa
plénitude et de le laisser remplir notre cceur.

Tracy Nour
Premiére scientifique - ETD
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Quelle surprise!

Comme de coutume, les apprenants de la classe
d' EB4 travaillent plusieurs projets d'intégration
qui, parfois joignent l'utile au ludique. Le théme
de langue « la recette » a suscité la curiosité des
apprenants qui sont partis a la recherche de
recettes variées afin de les réaliser. La finalité
du projet consistait a préparer une petite
collation gourmande pour faire une surprise aux
professeurs a I'occasion de leur féte.

Durant cette activité, I'engagement enthousiaste
des apprenants a accomplir la tdche demandée
a été remarquable. Le travail d'équipe a sollicité
chez eux une grande envie concernant les étapes
de fabrication de la recette culinaire.

lls en sont sortis ravis et contents de voir leurs
professeurs rassasiés par la multitude de godts.

Pascale Ikhtiar
Enseignante de Francais - ETD



Fétons Paques ! Fétons la promesse de vie ! Fétons l'espoir !

Au printemps, les oiseaux chantent, les fleurs
embellissent les jardins, le soleil illumine les journées,
la nature semble se réveiller petit a petit de son long
sommeil d'hiver, les arbres bourgeonnent et les fruits
murissent.

Au printemps, nous fétons Paques, la féte de I'espoir,
du pardon et du renouveau, mais surtout, célébration
de la Vie.

Au préscolaire, les apprenants profitent de cette féte pour
participer a maintes activités amusantes et éducatives.

A travers des lectures, un film et des activités diverses,
nos apprenants ont pu apprécier et mieux comprendre
ce que signifient I'espérance, le partage et le pardon.

Les classes ont été transformées en ateliers ou chaque
groupe a décoré des ceufs aux couleurs vitaminées,
joliment présentés dans des paniers que leurs petites
mains artistiques ont fabriqués. Et dans une ambiance
de joie et d'amour, réunis tous ensembles, pleins
d'énergie et de vie, autour de leurs enseignantes, ils ont

joué avec enthousiasme.

Nos apprenants ont également assisté, avec leurs
enseignantes, a des films de dessins animés et lu
quelques histoires. Avec Pepa, Suzi, Pocoto, Pato et tous
les autres personnages, ils ont découvert que, bien que
les amis peuvent se disputer de temps en temps, il est
important de savoir s'excuser et pardonner.

Et puis, ils ont tous participé a des activités ludiques:
traditionnelle chasse aux ceufs pour certains, course
a la cuillere pour d'autres..Trés joyeux, leurs rires
retentissaient dans tout le jardin, créant ainsi une
ambiance extraordinaire de joie et d'enthousiasme.

Enfin, tous les apprenants ont partagé ce qu'ils
ont gagné, mais surtout la joie et le bonheur d'étre
ensembles !

Joyeuses Paques !

Joumana Saad et Rania Tabbara
Enseigantes au Préscolaire - ETD & SMOC
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It's Easter again! The time for bunnies, eggs, and
plenty of bright colors all around us!

Grade 1 learners prepared themselves for the
activity they love the best: Hunting Lost Eggs!
They were asked to search for the eggs and
each group looked for the color proposed by the
teachers. When the learners were given the green
light, everybody was eager to find the biggest
number of eggs. Cheers and happy claps were
heard all over the playground every time a group
found a missing eqg.

This proved to be a very successful activity to
reveal the team spirit in each one of our little
kids!

Elia Nakad
Grade 1 - Home Room Teacher - BAC

In-house




La bande dessinée

La bande dessinée est treés répandue de nos
jours. Ce n'est plus un genre d'ouvrage mineur,
au contraire, les enfants accrochés par les B.D.
sont ceux qui éprouvent le plus souvent un
plaisir pour la lecture

Dans le cadre du théme «Buller ou écrire des
bulles», nous travaillons la bande dessinée
comme genre littéraire, et notre travail ne se
limite pas a une simple compréhension d'un
document mais les objectifs s'étendent et
atteignent les horizons de la créativité et ceux
du plaisir du travail.

Comme les apprenants se sont habitués a
extraire des nouvelles acquisitions une part
amusante, l'activité proposée pour cette unité
est imprégnée par de belles touches créatives.

Les apprenants ont fait un panneau collectif
pour Paques. lls se sont mis d'accord, en groupe,
sur le scénario de la B.D., les personnages et
tous les éléments nécessaires qui la constituent.
Le travail a €té fait sur un papier et ensuite
corrigé. Aprés, les apprenants ont reproduit
les personnages sur des cartons en grande
dimension et puis, ils ont recopié les paroles des
bulles en grand caractere.

La production des apprenants a été présentée
devant les autres et accrochée sur un panneau
dans la cour de récréation.

La beauté du travail de ce groupe-classe ne
découle pas uniquement d'une simple aptitude
a créer une histoire mais provient, surtout, du
sentiment de coopération et d'entraide qui
existe entre les membres de cette classe. La
complémentarité entre les différents membres
du groupe est la source de la richesse de I'ceuvre;
une valeur que nos apprenants découvrent et
développent tout au long de leur vie scolaire.

Nancy Kayal
Titulaire de la classe d'EB3 - ETD

In-house
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La production du pain et du yaourt

Cette année, la collaboration entre les activités agricoles
et les périodes de sciences a pris une nouvelle dimension.
En fait, les apprenants qui avaient déja pris conscience
de I'importance d'une alimentation variée et équilibrée
ontabordé |la notion de transformation et de production
de ces aliments.

Les apprenants d'EB6 ont fabriqué deux aliments issus
d'une transformation biologique : le yaourt et le pain.

Pour produire du yaourt, ils ont porté a I'¢bullition 142
litre de lait, ajouté des ferment lactiques au lait qu'ils ont
laissé refroidir a 45 degré et I'ont bien mélangé. Apres
cing heures environ, le lait s'est transformé en yaourt.

Pour la production du pain, ils ont mélangé 500g de
farine, 10g de sel, 300g d'eau et 10 g de levure. lls ont
bien pétri la pate, I'ont laissée reposer une heure et ['ont
fait cuire 30 minutes a four chaud.

Atraverscesexpériences,ilsontdéduit que les bactéries
des ferments lactiques transforment le sucre du lait en
acide lactique, ce qui provoque la coagulation du lait
(il devient une gelée, le yaourt) est que le pain provient
de la transformation biologique de la farine du blé
sous l'action de la levure. Les levures sont des étres
microscopiques capables de transformer I'amidon de
la farine en différents produits dont un gaz, le dioxyde
de carbone.

A travers ces activités, les frontiéres entre 'école et la
vie quotidienne se sont estompées pour quelque temps
et nos apprenants ont fait un petit pas de plus sur le
chemin quilesmeéneraadevenirdesadultesresponsables
conscients de I'importance de la biodiversité.

Sahar Fanous
Enseignante de sciences P2 - ETD
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A Recipe for Creative Writers

If you're wondering how good authors are created, |
would say, all it takes is a dash of skill, a sprinkle of
words, and a handful of imagination. To cultivate
young writers, fourth graders experienced The Writing
Workshop Week that included a series of activities that
revolved around descriptive writing and involved art,
acting, listening, and many other skills that awakened
their senses.

Day One:

The teacher read a short story that describes a colorful
clown. Meanwhile, the learners carefully listened to all
the details and drew the image the teacher was trying
to portray in the story.

Day Two:

The teacher read a short story about an arrogant cat.
The story described how the cat moves and reacts
around people and its owner. Learners had to listen to
all the details that made the cat different and had fun
taking turns acting out the cat's moves and behavior.

Day Three:

After a long discussion of Show Not Tell, learners were
given the chance to describe their favorite food using
the Show Not Tell technique in a paragraph and then
share them with their friends. Here are some delicious
paragraphs you can indulge in:

Daniel Saad 4A: Chocolate croissant looks plain but
in reality it is a vast mine of irresistible chocolate. Each
bite seems to be tastier than the other and makes me
feel like in a haze of hyperactivity.

Ahmad Faraj 4C: The delicious hot butter on the
pancake melts in my mouth like a cheese fondue, and
when | swallow it, the taste is still there. The sweet
honey glides on my tongue like silk.

Layana Takieddine 4B: The spaghetti strings are
dancing around in my mouth. They are swimming in a
red sea of tomato sauce and melting with the cheese.
The mushrooms are sinking in the big pile of juicy
yellow corn.

Cesar Bu Alwan 4C: The deep green leaves of the
Mlukhieh are sliding on my tongue. The juicy lemon on
the rice and the hot pepper is burning hot making me
feel like there's a hot wave in my mouth. The juicy tender
chicken is passing between my teeth so smoothly like a
river passing through the bridge.

Jad Ramadan 4A: The doughnut is a round shaped
piece of perfection. Its melted chocolate and fresh
dough lure me closer. Every bite is mouthwatering and
its taste makes me faint. It takes me on an indescribable
adventure where | am free!

Renn Zahreddine 4A: | always order a nice moist
delicious plate of Tortellini Alfredo. Its sauce fills the

dish and flows in a perfect way. Its creamy taste and
tiny crumbs of cheese make me feel in heaven. The
green parsley sprinkled on top are like the spotlight of
the plate.

Day Four:

Learners individually created a character and drew it on
a piece of paper and then wrote a short description of
the drawing on their copybooks. The copybooks were
then collected and distributed randomly to different
classmates. Learners now had to draw on a separate
piece of paper what their friends described in their
copybooks. At the end, the drawings were compared
to the original ones. Learners realized the importance
of depicting details in their paragraphs and how every
detail matters. Here are some interesting samples:

'ﬁ %

YA

Maya

Meghnabi
Day Five:

Asa wrap up to The Writing Workshop Week the learners
were ready for their first assessment. A colored poster
of five teenagers was posted on the board. Every learner
chose a character and described it in his/her own words.

Writing requires various skills. Having the learners listen
to descriptive stories, move their body according to

Who Am I?

Aiming to encourage the growth of both
thought and language, and to promote
intellectual and social development, Grade
Two learners enjoyed "Who Am |" disquise
show. “ Ricky's " problem in the reading
selection " Big Bushy Mustache", and the
way readers reacted to this story with great
deal of excitement and interesting comments,
were a direct motive for planning a disguise
activity. If you could be someone else, who
would you be? This question was enough to
stir the creativity of learners in Grade 2 who
were highly motivated to prepare a cozy show.

Each section turned into a festival of colors
with very creative handmade and fancy
costumes of different famous characters.
The echoes of laughter and astonishment
filled the rooms while learners were
transforming into pirates, ghosts, robots,
butterflies, princesses, ballerinas and
many other attractive figures. Time passed
smoothly, and the learners were attentively
listening to each other describing their
costumes and telling why they chose that
character to disguise in. The fun continued
by exchanging visits among Grade Two
sections and by having a parade in Grade
One rooms where learners enjoyed this
festival of colors and designs. They were
happily trying to guess the real identity of
some of the disguised guests.

“Big Bushy Mustache “"was a great opportunity
to feed the imagination of the learners, and it
added to the memory of our young learners
an additional unforgettable day at SMOC.

Suzanne Shoufani
English Teacher - Grade 2 C - SMOC

what they've heard, and draw and write what they've
imagined or read all help create young talented writers.

Mira Bayakly Tabsh
Upper Elementary - English Teacher - SMOC

In-house




Young Storytellers

In our English sessions, we are always provided
with authentic opportunities and activities that
ensure the development of our communicative
skills, creativity, and intellectual abilities. This term,
our English teacher motivated and inspired us to
perform in an interesting activity entitled "Young
Storytellers". The purpose of this activity is to
reinforce an important value that we learned in one
of the reading passages this term. As a result, we
were inspired to narrate two stories to Grade four in
a creative way, so we decided to present the stories
through humorous plays. We worked cooperatively
and enthusiastically to choose the stories, create
the masks, and rehearse. On April 2nd, we presented
our plays and engaged Grade four learners in
discussions based on the plays. In fact, our hard
work has paid off; Grade four learners were very
interested and fascinated by the performances and
asked for an encore.

Finally we would like to thank all the participants
including Amanda Bitar, Mohammad Ajouz, Sary
Yehya, Maria Nammour, Tia Ismail, Roy Araman,
Mazen Hammoud, Julian Azzam, Lynn Naji, Lana
Itani, and Yasmin Sahyoun for their contribution,
dedication, and creativity.

Taimur Haidar - Grade 7 A - BAC

Apprendre en s'amusant

Le théme des animaux est I'un des themes que les petits
préferent traiter, surtout quand ils discutent de leurs
petits, leurs croissances et leurs ressemblances a
leurs parents.

Le plus étonnant pour nos apprenants était de
découvrir la naissance de la grenouille et du papillon
qui, deés leur sortie de I'ceuf, grandissent en subissant
des métamorphoses afin de ressembler a leurs parents.
lls ont discerné les métamorphoses de la grenouille
a travers une activité de collage : larve, tétard, jeune
grenouille et en jouant a deux sous forme de devinettes.
lls se sont aussi amusés en apprenant le cycle de vie
du papillon : s ont collé les étapes dans un carton plié
en accordéon passant par la chenille et la chrysalide et
I'ont déplié en répétant la comptine : «Le papillon vole,
vole et virevolte dans le ciel ».

Yolla Kanfouche - Titulaire de la EB1 a1'ETD

In-house

Our Behavior Matters

Des mangeoires
pour nos amis volants

Il est toujours agréable de pouvoir observer les
oiseaux dans notre école, et pour pouvoir attirer
davantage nos amis volants dans notre cour, les
apprenants de la EB2 ont bricolé des mangeoires
avec des bouteilles de recyclage, mettant ainsi en
pratique les connaissances apprises en classe sur le
régime alimentaire des oiseaux.

En fait il s'agit d'une bouteille d'eau, dans laquelle
ils ont inséré une autre bouteille d'eau plus petite,
a l'envers. Ils ont percé ensuite un trou de bord en
bord au fond pour y insérer un perchoir de bois,
de chaque co6té de la bouteille, afin que 2 oiseaux
puissent y manger en méme temps, et aussi
quelques petits trous au fond de la mangeoire pour
que l'eau de pluie puisse s'y échapper. Puis ils ont
rempli la bouteille avec un assortiment de graines
(du blé, du mais, des graines de tournesol,...). Enfin,
ils ont décoré la mangeoire avec du papier maché
couleur du printemps !

Aprés avoir installé la mangeoire dans le jardin, les
apprenants ont pris beaucoup de plaisir a admirer
le manége des oiseaux qui n'ont pas tardé a venir
pour se servir!

Perla Abou Abdallah
Enseignante de la EB2 - ETD

To encourage the virtues of self-respect and
respect for others, | have motivated Grade 6 B
learners to participate in a play | have written
entitled “Our Behavior Matters" The purposes of
this play are to shed lights on the drawbacks of
learners' undesirable behavior and its effect on the
process of learning and develop learners' sense of
self-discipline, responsibility, and respect. In fact,
learners are very excited about the topic since the
setting and the problem introduced are authentic

and related to their life experiences. They are playing the
roles of an adult, disciplined learners, and learners who
display undesirable behavior. Learners are rehearsing
enthusiastically and seriously during recess time. Since
they are very motivated to present a successful play,
their work will certainly pay off.

Hiba Daoud - English Teacher
Upper Elementary - BAC
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Throughout the year learners of different grades and
sections are asked to prepare and present projects about
different topics. This year, we, the nine graders were
required to submit a project concerning Archimedes
up-thrust, the force that pushes us upwards in liquids.

We had to tackle and explain why ships float in water
and why submarines sink. After grouping ourselves into
groups of 4 or 5 learners each, we started our work.
Different groups chose to approach the subject in
different ways, some through experiments or models,
some through slideshows, and others through animated
explanation or through a combination of different
techniques. At the end, we all reached the same
conclusion: it is the difference between the densities of
these sea faring vessels and the liquid they are in. The
submarine will sink upon filling its ballast tanks with
water thus increasing its density. While the ship's hull
shape helps in displacing a bigger amount of water thus
increasing the buoyant force acting on the ship which
causes it to float.

Not only do this, and other projects that we prepare
throughout the year, help us in understanding the
topics studied, but it also adds to our general knowledge
and makes the lessons more relevant and interesting.

Rasha Abou Haidar - Grade 9 B - SMOC

Beaucoup de recherches, un peu d'enthousiasme, nous voila a discuter d'économie

Au Liban, l'augmentation des prix de I'immobilier
et des terrains était trés remarquable pendant les
années précédentes. Pour cela, nous, les apprenants de
deuxiéme année secondaire SE, avons décidé d'aborder
ce théme.

Tout d'abord, nous avons fait une pré-enquéte sur ce
sujet et nous nous sommes basés sur le programme
«tehkik» pour connaitre les causes et les conséquences
de ce phénomeéne ainsi que le role joué par la Banque
Centrale afin d'y porter remede.

In-house

Puis, nous avons mene des entretiens avec des citoyens,
un directeur de banque et un responsable de bureau
de ventes immobiliéres pour leur demander leur avis a
cet égard. De ce fait, nous avons eu l'opportunité de
collecter des informations autour de ce sujet.

Ensuite, nous avons utilisé toutes les données
obtenues pour I'exposé oral. Dans ce cadre-la, nos
camarades de deuxieme année secondaire S et les
responsables de cycle ont assisté a la présentation
du projet le 19 mars 2014.

Les échos obtenus ont €té trés positifs. Notamment
en cause, la richesse, la variété et la pertinence des
informations transmises.

Dans une activité joignant l'utile a l'agréable, nous
avons fait preuve de motivation, de savoir-faire et de
perseverance.

Nathalie Jebara et Nada El Erem
2éme année Secondaire SE - ETD



Mind the Signs

Back in preschool, kids learned “Red Light, Green Light"
as a fun field game which also teaches important traffic
rules. Chances are, the game is still a blast in first grade,
but here's a way to give it one more educational twist!

With nothing more than a flat, open space and some
lively kids, grade 1 teachers were able to reinforce key
concepts of punctuation while having lots of fun. This
activity was perfect for a warm day filled with lots of
kids ready to go punctuation crazy!

First, teachers briefly reviewed key first grade reading
and writing skills in punctuation: periods, commas,
question marks, and exclamation points. They lined the
children up across one side of the playground. Then
the teachers went to the other end after making sure
to leave enough space between them and the learners
50 as to give them plenty of room to run around. When
the teacher shouted, "green light, readers," learners
started running forward. But when they heard, "yellow
light, readers,” they had to look at the teacher right
away to see what sign the latter will hold up. They had
to immediately obey it or go back to the beginning.

Social Work - Phase 2

The signs were:

® comma to slow down and WALK

® exclamation point to hop and wave hands

® question mark to stop, tilt the head, and put hands
on the hips

e period to STOP right away!

The winner was the first one to make it across the finish
line by following all the punctuation marks' traffic
commands.

The learners now know that punctuation isn't simply a
flat, two dimensional part of learning to read and write.
They will be more aware to divide sentences as a way to
communicate clearly, just as they obeyed green and red
lights. This is also another way to encourage our little
ones to read more and have fun doing it!

Jihan Matar & Elia Nakad
Grade 1 - Home Room Teachers - BAC

Volunteer work is what promotes a constructive
society; it is the source of care among individuals
for it yields growth in one's love and hope; hence,
growth in that person's soul. Alternatively, our
school has given us the opportunity to enclose such
essential features in our minds through a Social
Work project which we have previously introduced
in the Christmas Gazette. The aim of this exercise is
to experience the genuine sensation as we volunteer,
learn, and have fun simultaneously.

In order to practice what we are learning, we,
Grade 9 learners, will be visiting during the Easter
vacation "Mouvement Social”, an association that

takes care of children to prevent school dropout
and delinquency. Our aim is to provide the children
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with some quality time by doing different activities
such as playing games and presenting short plays.
Also, we are currently fundraising our project by
holding handmade bracelets sale, cake sale, and a
garage sale in order to be able to buy basic needs
for the center.

This is a learning experience that | have been truly
enjoying because it has enriched me with many
social and educational skills, and the most important
thing is that | am truly experiencing what Winston
Churchill has once said: “We make a living by what
we get, but make a life by what we give"

Lynn Bassam - Grade 9 - BAC
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Let's Protect the Environment!

Earth is considered the only planet where we,
humans, can live. Hence, we should take care of
it and keep it pollution-free. Preserving natural
resources is becoming a main element of the
Preschool curriculum as it helps promote awareness
to environmental issues.

In this perspective, the Preschool Division at SMOC
andBACorganizedan"Environmental Awareness Day"
which was launched with interesting documentaries
that showed the impact of pollution on our exquisite
nature and highlighted the importance of preserving
natural resources.

Then, each level got engaged in a variety of hands-on
activities that tackled the concepts to be acquired.

The value behind the Awareness Day "Protecting
the Environment" is to help young generations
respect the environment's natural resources and to

BAC KGII learners sorted out recycling items into three
different classes: plastic, paper and cans

become aware of the importance of protecting the
environment by reducing pollution and encouraging
reusing and recycling.

Joy Joubran - Nursery teacher - BAC
Rola Soubra, Rosaline Aghvorian,
Wafaa Kebbé - Preschool teachers - SMOC

BAC KG learners along with their
and presented different types of pollution

SMOC KGlII learners collaborated enthusiastically in order
to complete a fascinating art project about plants

Le Voyage D'une Goutte D'eau

v

SMOC Nursery learners
| prepared creative art work
“| that represented different
endangered animals such as
the koala, the monkey,
| the panda and the tiger

SMOC KGI learners created a beautiful waterfall out of
simple art material and painted it light blue just like what
clean rivers, lakes, seas, waterfalls, and oceans should be

« L'eau c'est la vie » partant de cette idée et en se
basant sur les informations qu'ils ont lues et vues
dans le chapitre « de I'eau pour tous » étudié durant
le deuxieme trimestre, les apprenants de grade 1 ont
dessiné un schéma et ils I'ont nommé « le voyage d'une
goutte d'eau. »

Dans ce schéma, ils ont dessiné la mer d'oU commence
le voyage d'une goutte d'eau. Elle quitte la mer en été
lors de I'évaporation vers les nuages ou elle se refroidit
en automne pour tomber sous forme de pluie. Ensuite,
en hiver, elle tombe sur les montagnes sous forme de
flocon de neige qui fond au printemps pour former des
ruisseaux afin de revenir a sa grande maison, la mer.

Les apprenants ont constaté que I'eau est renouvelable,
c'est toujours la méme eau qui court a la surface
de la planete. C'est pourquoi il faut la préserver, la
protéger et l'utiliser de facon responsable. Ils savent

‘ AU

(0] Zoom on

maintenant que nous les étres humains, nous sommes
les responsables de l'avenir de I'eau, de sa quantité et
de sa qualité. Il faut garder les lacs, les cascades et les
rivieres propres car tous sont des sources de I'eau qui
alimentent nos robinets, arrosent nos cultures et parfois
nous accueillent pour nos loisirs, pour faire des pique-
niques ou pour nager.

Lina Mansour
French teacher - Gradel - SMOC
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La pollution
de l'environnement

Natural Resources

Le programme d'éveil permet de sensibiliser les
apprenants a leur environnement le plus proche et les
pousse a adopter des comportements responsables.

Dans ce cadre, les apprenants du cycle préscolaire ont
réalisé des maquettessurla pollutionde I'environnement
avec |'aide de leurs enseignantes.

Les maquettes représentent les moyens de transport, les
usines qui dégagent des gaz toxiques, les immeubles, la
mer et les déchets qui salissent la plage.

A travers ce projet, les apprenants ont reconnu que la
pollution cause plusieurs maladies qui affectent leur
sante, les animaux et les végétaux.

lls ont appris €galement qu'ils peuvent contribuer a
sauvegarder la propreté de I'environnement pour une
vie saine !

Mira Abou Issa
Enseignante de la petite section - ETD

Throughout the current academic year, Grade 3 learners
have been learning about the environment as part of
our Science and English units. Therefore, we decided to
integrate Science with English!

Our learners were divided into groups of four and
were assigned the task to prepare short sketches to
role-play and to show awareness on how to conserve
fossil fuels and other natural resources. They had
a lot of fun preparing PowerPoint presentations,
posters, and pamphlets to share with their teachers
and fellow Grade 3 learners. They taught each other
the importance of natural resources such as water,
plants, animals, and fossil fuels, along with their
uses. They proposed their own means of conservation
through sketches they created and acted out. They
demonstrated the importance of closing the faucet
when not using water as a means of conserving water,
using alternate energy resources like hydroelectric
energy, geothermal energy, solar energy, and wind
power instead of fossil fuels. Moreover, they proposed
means of reducing, reusing, and recycling items such

as papers, bottles, cans, and plastic bags as means of
reducing water, land, and air pollution.

Their enthusiasm and interest in the project was
apparent as learners put their hearts and souls into
successfully completing their task.

Carol Markarian
Science Teacher - Grade 3 - BAC

Zoom on




Science Corner

They huddled in the covered playground as they came
from different classes carrying peculiar instruments,
which names are hard to pronounce. They started
adding their final touches as they practiced their parts.
They surely looked like the little scientists.

The Upper Elementary learners participated in the
Science Corner that took place on the 18th of March
at BAC. Competing with their classmates and other
grades for first place, the learners were enthusiastic to
explain their experiments and prove their theories to
the audience.

The buzz and excitement could be felt everywhere,
and the learners' hard work was evident in the
results. The following are examples of some of what
the learners experienced during the preparations for
the Science Fair:

We asked some of the participating groups the following
questions and got some interesting answers:

1. How would you describe this experience?

2. What was the most difficult/ the easiest thing during
the process?

3. Will you participate next year?

4. What is the one thing that you have learned from all
of this?

5. What would you do differently next year?

Title of experiment: Smoking Effect
Mohammad Daaboul, Husni Younes, Elie Hakim and
Abbas Slaiby - in Grade 5 A - said:

“It was an exciting experience, and it was so nice because
the group members worked hard to win first position.
The most difficult thing was the experiment, and the
easiest was the presentation. We were nervous though;
we feared that we would make fools of ourselves
in front of the teachers and the judges. We are most
definitely going to participate in the Science Corner
next year because we learned a lot. We learned that if
we work hard, we get the recognition we want to get.

If we were to participate next year, we would not repeat
the mistakes that we did, and we would take Mrs. Laura

and Mrs. Haifa's comments into consideration.

Title of experiment: Bending Water
Aya Hassanieh, Melanie Diab, Karen Sidani and Dima
Ismail - in Grade 6 A - said:

The experience wasamazing! We learned many new facts
about water and static electricity. The whole experiment
was easy, although we were a bit nervous when it was
time to perform in front of the judges. We wish that we
can participate next year, but unfortunately, we cannot
participate in the Science Corner when we are in G7.
We learned to work cooperatively as a team. We also
learned a lot of new scientific information.

Title of experiment: Does Hot and Cold Water
Mix?

Adam Haddad, Hadi Shami, Jad Succariah, and Ahmad
Masri- in G4 B- said:

It was a nice and exciting experience. The most difficult
part was the procedure, and the easiest was the
explanation. We will participate next year, but we will
do further research about the subject and memorize the
explanation better. This was a new experience to us, and
we learned a lot of new information.

Zahraa Ghabriss El Murr
Upper Elementary Head of Division
BAC & ETD
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Emotions or Emoticons

Life is but a masquerade. If we take a look around,
some of us might notice what most of us neglect,
that the virtual world has taken over the real world,
that emotions and honest words were replaced
by emoticons and random chats, and that the
spirituality and meaning of body language has
become but an action of the past. This year the
cultural program was a great chance to unveil the
deception that the virtual world with all of its beeps
and notifications has brought upon humanity as a
whole, we decided to bring up a subject that many
avoid to spare themselves an evident lecture which
again we all are aware of yet disregard for a reason
or another.

We started our presentation with what we called
a personification of life, whereby each of us
represented a minimized life shaped in the form of a
normal human being, yet each of us wore a mask of
his own, the mask being the deception that took over
life itself convincing us with new electronic values
and norms which we, of course, weren't raised upon.
The scene ended by exposing the true faces beneath
those masks, each face differed from the past mask,
consequently we notice that what is clear to the
eye isn't always the entire truth for sometimes and
especially nowadays through emoticons one's true
emotions can easily be faked, leaving us with an
unanswered question. Do emoticons figure out the
true irreplaceable emotions? Or is it but a trap set
for all of us to believe a dishonest truth?

Some may come to ask why we actually chose
such a topic, the answer is very simple, the aim
of the cultural program itself is to open our eyes
to all the phenomena's that surround our mere
reality especially those we choose to neglect. We
were convinced that the topic of emotions and
emoticons, true feelings and fake ones, was a topic
of importance especially that it's playing a vital
role in the loss of our identity in a way or another,
diminishing the real interactions a human being is
meant to have with his brother human being.

A human being is engrossed with change; he tends
to seek it in aim of accomplishing difference and
eliminating regularities and customs, which for
him is modernizing. Change is healthy as long as it
maintains the components that make a human being
what he is. Replacing emotions with emoticons isn't
the sort of change we should be seeking especially
that the issue has reached beyond its limitations; it
weakened the factual life to strengthen the virtual
one. Our aim was to take off the mask the virtual
life, with its emoticons and phony expressions, has
placed on our faces with hope that it'll turn this
change into a better one.

Dania Jabal - Grade 12 SE - SMOC



Let's Speak English!

el lis]

Preschool years are crucial for oral language
development; learners usually arrive to preschool
with varied levels of language ability: some learners
can already speak in complete sentences while others
still give one word answers or even speak in phrases.
As teachers and parents, our responsibility is to
facilitate language skills development and to create an
environment conducive to such necessary development.

Communication is a main reason behind teaching oral
language skills. Learners need to be able to take part in
conversations and discussions, answer questions, share
personal stories, and retell stories they have previously
heard in their own words. Another crucial reason behind
stressing on the importance of developing adequate oral
language skills is that it improves phonemic awareness.
Learners with developed oral language ability are able
to recognize and produce rhyming words and identify

beginning sounds in words, two central skills for learning
how to read. To enhance oral language developmentand
to motivate learners to speak in English, KG1 teachers
organized several interesting activities that involved
role playing and games. With the help of their teachers,
some learners prepared a puppet show related to the
theme and presented it to their friends. They also retold
short stories in their own special way. Learners also
pretended talking on the phone with a friend and telling
him/her about the daily routine and activities done at
school. Moreover, learners went to the playground, sat
in a circle, and played a passing ball game in which the
learner who held the ball discussed his or her favorite
outdoor activity. Finally, the teachers observed learners
as they played with the blocks in the free play area and
presented awards to those who exclusively used the
English Language with their friends.

Mireille Sdepanian
KG1 Homeroom Teacher - BAC

MUN & the Global Village Experience

The MUN Global Village is one of the biggest events
in the Middle East in which MUN delegates display
in their designated tents their countries' cultures
and perform folklore dances. This year the global
village took place on the 29th March. Therefore,
the bags were packed, the food was prepared and
to Byblos we went. We arrived to the Lebanese
American University where the MUN teams entered
their committees and started their conferences,
while the support teams were directed to the
tents of Suriname and Algeria, the representing
countries of the MUN teams. For seven consecutive
hours, the support crew set the tent, decorated
it with exotic leaves, hung up posters, flags and
torches, and displayed the country's food on the
table. After the conferences, the MUN teams
wore the Surinamese and Algerian costumes and
performed the folklore dances.

This magical day was finally crowned with the

awards that six of SMOC team members won. Each
of Sari Hishi, Wiaam Haddad, Mohamad Kanj, Ghida
Al Hut, and Maya Faraj Al Zunji won their 5 position
papers along with Lynn Shikh Moussa who was
gloriously granted a Diplomacy award.

Nevertheless, MUN's significance is derived not
only from the awards but also from developing
wider horizons within our characters. The awards
were merely the tangible fruit of our willingness,
perseverance, and passion along with the more
satisfying success we attained. MUN is truly about
the journey not the destination.

Tamara Sleiman & Hiba Jabal
Grade 10 - BAC

Ghida Al Hut & Maya Faraj Al Zunj
Grade 11 - SMOC
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Using 1Pads

We, grade 5B learners, were chosen to use iPads, for
a month, while studying Unit 3 in Math. We were the
only class that had the privilege of this experience, and
it was a motivating one. At times, the teacher would
tell us to do some research on the internet. At others,
we would do more interesting exercises than the usual
ones found in the book. We also watched engaging
videos about the lesson, and we played Math games.

It was easy to deal with iPads because we were familiar
with them. | think that using the iPads makes our bags
lighter and is better than carrying two thick books.

| am proud of being in a school that is advanced in
technology and is one of the first schools to be part of
this innovative experience.

Dana Shatila - Grade 5 B - BAC

Let's talk about it




READ! That is NOT an ORDER but rather a pleasant GAME!

Reading Record Competition

In this spirit, the CDI Department, in the EDUVATION
School Network, launched a new project this year in the
three schools to encourage learners to read more books
under the name "Reading Record Competition”.

The librarians visited each classroom and explained the
terms of the competition, launching it mid-December
of 2013. The Terms were simple; each learner had to
fill in a record to document: the author's name, plot
summary, characters and what he/she liked most about
the books he/she has read. Of course, there was a place
for creativity; the learner had to add an illustration or a
slogan in the record!

It was quickly evident that this ignited the learners'
sense of competition and the papers started piling up in
the three libraries. This takes the first step in promoting
reading habits among our learners.

Zahraa Ghabriss Murr — UE HOD BAC & ETD

Reading is probably one of the most beneficial activities
a person can do. It is through reading that a person
will be able to discover new ideas, concepts, places and
people. Some people even describe reading as a journey
that starts at the first page of a book and ends at the
last one. A friend once told me that reading relaxes him.
Indeed, reading relaxes the mind and soul, and it is the
best way a person can enjoy some time of peace and
quiet, while the imagination is set loose.

The Reading Record Competition is very essential
because it gives me the habit to read, expand my
imagination and enrich my resources. It is not only
refreshing my mind and soul, but also providing me
with spectacles to look at life from a rather different
perspective!

Omar Jaroudi - Grade 9 - BAC

La lecture

La lecture estimportante pour le rendementacadémique
des enfants.

C'est pour cela que I'école a organisé une compétition

What's new

pour ses apprenants.

A chaque fois qu'on emprunte un livre on remplit une
fiche a propos de ses détails. Et a la fin de I'année
scolaire I'apprenant qui aurait rempli le plus de fiches
aura une récompense.

Léa Abou Tanos - EB6 - ETD

Quote Game Competition
Who Said That

Guessing a quote's author can be fun for reading lovers,
but participating in the "Quote Game Competition”
can be attractive for everyone. The "Quote Game
Competition" is another activity launched by the CDI
in order to promote reading among UE, INT, and SEC
learners. As a matter of fact, they loved it so much
that librarians started receiving new “eager to know"
learners at the libraries.

All what the competitor has to do is to determine as
much quotes’ authors as possible in a minimum time.

While the CDl insists on the fact that books are still a well
of very interesting information and pleasure at a time,
the activity aims to awaken the learners' curiosity and
their thirst to knowledge. Reading, inquiring, searching,
discovering are all skills not to be, in any circumstances,
neglected by tomorrow's builders.

Nora Kabraelian - BAC Librarian

Reflections about Favorite Quotes

« Il faudra plus d'Ordina Ceeurs que d'ordinateurs dans
la communication de demain. » - Jacques Séguéla

Ce sont quoi nos inventions? Certains écrans noirs qui
émettent des images? Ou tout simplement une autre
facon de «chat» avec des gens que vous ne pourriez
méme-pas reconnaitre?

Nous devons montrer que la vie milite pour la
socialisation et non lisolement. Beaucoup plus ..

Ouvrez vos yeux et écouter ce qui est autour.

Nour Shahine - Grade 8 C - SMOC
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A Technological Experiment

As usual, our school has made it a tradition to introduce
us to new phenomena and aspects of life discussing
their advantages and disadvantages. One of these
phenomena was introduced as the "Month of Use and
Misuse” As a matter of fact, the school allowed us to
get our electronic devices, for one month, in order to
integrate using it, as much as possible, into our lessons.
We were also allowed to use it for other purposes such
as, chatting, listening to music and surfing the web.

This fact has intrigued in many of us the query of how
beneficial this experience has been to the learners and

Joining the Chat

teachers. So, during recess time, | decided to ask random
learners and teachers about their opinion towards this
situation and this is a summary of what | have found out.

The grade 7 and 8 learners mainly preferred this idea
because they are using it for fun purposes during
recess time. However, when we asked learners from
higher classes, their responses showed that it has
many disadvantages which is prevailing the lack of
communication among them. Moreover, many learners
noticed that the playground has become a quieter place
rather than a noisy and loud place. As for the teachers,

Several of weeks ago, a trial period has started
concerning the use of our electronics in school. Today,
in an attempt to study the situation, we shed light on
the ways these are being used.

Interviews have been conducted with learners about
several issues concerning the use of electronics in
education.

Q: How electronics may come in handy in school and in
what ways can they be harmful?

Bassel Shawa: | find playing virtual games during recess
or free time a better alternative for playing other violent
games; it prevents conflict and tiresome."

Hadi Saab: Electronics save us a lot of time thanks to
the ease of communication which we use to manage
our time in a more efficient way."

Mohammad Khalife: | can't help but remark that I'm
feeling the slides emptier and the ambiance of the
recess less appealing since | prefer interactive games.
Mohammad Ali Rida & Maya Mansour: We both agree
that using electronics for research purposes within
session helps us in the better understanding of the
lessons and provides us with different resources and
languages.

Zeina Kaddoura: | prefer chatting and spending time
with my friends which has been a little affected by their
use of electronics to be honest even though I'm with
the idea of electronics.

Lynn Nasser: In our country's circumstances, electronics
keep us in touch with our surrounding for our safety.

Q: Debate: you have the choice between basing our
education system purely on electronics or purely basing
it on books and papers. What would you choose?

Rayan Hajj: Ofcourse, the internet! First, it is way more
efficient and resourceful. Second, for our age and
generation, it is easier to use and handle.

Karim Mughrabi: I prefer using books because electronics
have taken a big part of human interaction, so imagine
basing all the system on electronics?!

Jad Chahine: I'm a bit torn because | think the use of
electronics might be an advanced idea for studying but
only if applied properly.

Issam Mkahhal: I'm with electronics especially during
our free time when we listen to songs and play games.
Abdel Rahman Hallak & Abir Haddad: Electronics may
cause addiction which later causes health problems and
waste of time shifting our focus from studying to less
important issues.

During my observation of the changes held during
recess. Some of the LE and UE learners deliberately
chose not to take part in this experience and preferred
joining their peers in other interactive games. | was
amazed to see some LE learners playing on the slide
and swing, while UE learners played with the ropes
and some other engaged in other types of interactive
games. Hearing their giggles and loud voices as they
played gave a different taste to the real meaning of
“hanging out together” Those little children preferred
their pals instead of their I-pads. They preferred the
human interaction over the device.

In conclusion, several issues have been raised by the
consequences of integrating electronics in school life.
It is extremely essential to study such issues regarding
that we are currently in a trial phase of this new project.
Henceforth, the results of the study will reflect in the
future of this project. So, chat along and join our study
as our investigation continues.

Maher Sinno - Grade 12 GS - SMOC

some of them expressed that this has been a very useful
experience in many of their classes since it helped them
enrich the tool of their teaching.

This experience is, for a fact, another controversial issue
since it has many advantages and disadvantages that
everyone should consider carefully before taking the
final decision.

Walid Jaroudi - Grade 11 S - BAC
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Listen to See

Listening is the key to success.

Seeing is the key to success.

Together, they are an unbreakable team.

If one is missing, then the other is useless. Don't hear,
just listen.

Don't look, just see. Listening is an art and a wonderful
talent that one must adopt. Seeing is a gift from

God that we must appreciate. Again, together they form
an invisible team. So just open your eyes, listen closely
and enjoy the roller-coaster ride that is life.

Malak Mansour - Grade 8 B - SMOC

La vraie beauté n'est vue que par le cceur...

Elle se promenait seule dans un de ses milieux préférés.
C'était I'un des coins les plus calmes de la ville. Elle s'y
rendait a chaque fois qu'elle confrontait un probléme
insolvable pour jouir d'une sérénité qui pourrait la
calmer. Elle errait partout sans savoir justement ou
se diriger. Ses idées lui bouleversaient la téte, et elle
imaginait des situations auxquelles elle ferait face dans
le futur.

Soudain, une feuille d'arbre caressa son nez et la figea
en place. Ce n'était autre qu'un rappel pour revenir a
la réalité apres I'évasion. En regardant autour d'elle,
elle remarqua qu'elle ignorait ou elle se trouvait. Elle
s'assit sur un banc et contempla ses alentours éblouie.
Absorbée par ses pensées, elle se rendit compte qu'elle
avait manqué la chance d'apprécier la beauté et
I'originalité de ce qui I'entourait.

Tout était organisé et fonctionnait en harmonie avec
les autres éléments. Le chant des oiseaux, le frottement
d'une feuille d'arbre sur sa sceur, le vent qui caressait
les branches tranquillement, tout faisait partie d'un
chef d'ceuvre réalisé avec une délicatesse extréme. Elle
réalisa en ce moment méme, combien de choses elle
avait ratées durant sa courte vie.

Nous de méme, nous sommes souvent accablés par
des pensées fatigantes que nous ignorons les instants
significatifs qui ne pourraient jamais se répéter. D'ou
notre théme cette année « Listen to See », nous enseigne
comment bien écouter la voix de notre cceur afin de voir
la valeur de ce qui nous entoure.

Yara Fadli
Deuxiéme année secondaire Sc - ETD

The Art of Listening

An African saying quotes: “Listening is an Art". Listening
is one of the best senses that a human could ever
possess. In order to maintain it you should require

Theme of the year

silence and patience. When you listen, you achieve
your goal. When you listen, you read others' intentions.
When you listen, you hear what is unspoken and when
you listen, you assume perception. How can a blind
person grow better intuition to his surrounding? He
simply does it through listening

However, can we see by listening? That's a question
that bewilders a lot of people when they find out that
we actually can since everyone tries to listen from his
or her perspective to imagine the situation. So, never
interrupt a piece of advice since words of wisdom help
you foresee your future.

Listen to see what is going on. Listen to see what will
happen. Listen to see whatyou really want. Always, listen
with patience and silence in order to start fulfilling your
dream. That is why my friend "Listening is an Art "and it
requires these unique characteristics in order to master
it. At the end, use this art carefully because it is unique
and it can help and deceive you at the same time so use
it wisely my friend.

Amr Kayali - Grade 11 S - BAC

Even the blind can see by listening, Helen Keller was
blind and deaf, but she could see by sensing what is
around her. Sometimes when you close your eyes and
listen to some music you feel or see what the artist feels
like. If you hear a horror or war symphony you can see
that there are many people dying.

Mohamad Itani - Grade 6 D - SMOC

The passion of listening is the passion of seeing. When
you see something, you can hear one thing, but when
you listen, you can see millions of things. There are no
limits to what you can imagine!

Renn Zahreddine - Grade 4 A - SMOC
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