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During this year's first encounter, | have promised to
share with you the continuing events of the story of
the twin brothers whose father had to grant the older
son (who was technically born first) his "birthright"
and with it, there was the privilege of the promise of
GOD, that the family should receive great blessings.
As you remember, the elder son did not care of his
birthright or the blessing which GOD had promised,
but the younger man wished greatly to have the
birthright even through deception. One day, the older
son came home, tired and faint with hunger, so he
asked his brother for his bowl| of food. In return, the
younger brother selfishly agreed on condition that
he be handed over his brother's birthright. Caring so
little for his birthright and with it God's blessing, the
older son made his brother a solemn promise to give
him his birthright, all for a bowl of food.

Years later, when the father was on his death bed,
he called for his older son so that he could legally
pass on the birthright, but the younger son tricked
his father into giving him his brother's birthright.
Nevertheless, and at this crucial moment in the
lives of both brothers, the elder brother feels sincere
remorse over relinquishing his birthright and God's
blessing. Fearing for his life, the younger son
disappears and goes to live with his extended family
where he contemplates on his wrong-doing to finally
reach sincere absolution. After 20 years of exile, he
returns home only to find that his older brother has
long forgiven him.

We sometimes tend to focus on the materialistic
things ignoring by that the spiritual aspect of
our existence; we are always eager to possess
what serves our worldly needs and current desires
without appreciating what God has bestowed
upon us nor giving much thought to foresee what
might be. My dear ones, God speaks to us through
our hearts, so | urge you to listen to your hearts in
order to perceive the world around you, keeping in
mind that there should always be a place for love,
forgiveness, and truth.

Chief Editor
Bissan Issa
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Editorial

During his time, Physicist Niels Bohr said:
“Technology has advanced more in the last
thirty years than in the previous two thousand.
The exponential increase in advancement will
only continue." His words proved true to the
extent that, nowadays, incessant technological
advancement has become “our daily bread,” for
every rising sun sheds light on a new innovation,
invention or discovery. Nonetheless, according
to Physicist Albert Einstein's unvarnished words,
"It has become appallingly obvious that our
technology has exceeded our humanity,” in so
many different ways, such as in cyber-bullying,
addiction through misuse, or making profit rather
than benefiting society, etc... Each technological
progress is a step forward for our virtual society;
however, each act of unfairness, discrimination,
and oppression... is ten steps backwards for our
humane civilization.

Technology can be
advantageously used
to promote the values
that makes us Humans”

To think forward, and to evolve, is not only about
facilitating our lives through material means. It is
also to induce and galvanize the will to advance
society by shunning the things that hinder our
way to a complete and immaculate humanity.
Needless to say, technology is inevitable; it can,
therefore, be advantageously used to promote
the values that make us "human”, such as love,
respect and acceptance. Although these terms
sound clichéd, they are nevertheless essential
elements of our human nature, stepping stones
without which we can neither think nor move
forward on the path of civilization. Throughout
the years, the world has witnessed a multitude of
human rights advocates as significant as Nelson
Mandela, civil rights activist who denounced
institutionalized racism, poverty and inequality,
as well as Susan B. Anthony, who fought for
women's right to vote. Imagine the grandiosity
of accomplishments that were achieved decades
ago. Nowadays with the beneficial aid of social
media, achievements can be fulfilled at an even
wider scale.

(Continued on page 5)
Mohamad Kanj - Grade 12 GS - SMOC




Easter Celebrations
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With the flowers blooming and spring covering
the fields, it's time for all the learners in the
Preschool Division at Eduvation School Network
to learn about fresh beginnings and celebrate the
special occasion of “Easter”.

During that season, and in an exciting
environment, the learners indulged themselves
searching for eggs here and there through an
egg hunt organized by their teachers. Moreover,
each class enjoyed preparing delightful Easter
baskets in which they placed the colorful eggs.
Circle time during this season also has a unique
fragrance when learners discuss the many values
that accompany it and some of which are;
forgiveness and love.

Mireille Sdepanian - KG2 Teacher - BAC
Violette Abi Saad - KG3 Teacher - SMOC
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A Memorable Day

On Tuesday, February 24, 2015, almost all the parents
of the "Upper Elementary” learners came to school in
order to watch their kids' performances and attend
their activity sessions. Learners had been preparing to
exhibit the fruit of their work for few months and it was
time to involve their parents with what they had been
working on.

The learners who were enrolled in activities such as
"Zumba“, "Hip-hop", and "Gymnastics", welcomed
their parents in the auditorium to perform their shows
on stage. Others showed their parents their skills
in "Ping-Pong"," Mixed Sports", "Football”, and
“Basketball” in the school's playground. The rest of
the learners were part of other activities such as
“Cooking”, "Robotics", "Ceramics", “Science Lab",
and many more that allowed them to discover their
creative, innovative and artistic sides.

It was one of the most memorable days at school,
since smiles were drawn on everyone's face. One
could have easily noticed the look of pride and joy in
the parents’ eyes.

Celine Sukkarieh - Grade 4 A - BAC

Puppet Show

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Whether learners write their own stories or
adapt one of their favorite books into a play,
storytelling with hand puppets is one of the
best ways for learners to build their reading,
comprehension, and vocabulary skills.

In order to get learners of EB 4 involved and to
encourage them to use the proper pace with
different voices when reading a story, and even
practice their oral skills, the idea of having
a puppet show arose. The puppet show of
Goldilocks and the Three Bears was an excellent
way to demonstrate high and low pitches
and even the concept of different sizes of big,
medium, and small, as well as the sequence of
events in a story.

The learners read the fairytale first, and then they
prepared the setting (the cottage) themselves
along with the puppet characters. Once the
setting and the characters were ready, each took
their part in role playing.

This performance had a huge impact on the
learners in the sense of promoting their oral
language skills, and it enhanced group effort
and team work.

Caroline Kabian
English teacher - Grade 4 - ETD

Little Stars

Children begin very early to dramatize in their play;
they pretend to be other people and act out their
feelings and events. Drama activities in preschool
include role plays, puppetry, and imaginary plays
where learners reenact a story or a scene.

And while this type of dramatic play covers areas like
social and character development, it also motivates
and teaches a myriad of skills like: communication,
creativity, concentration, abstract thinking, and
exploration.

To spark the young minds' creativity and improve
their dramatic skills, KG2 classes engaged in
dramatic play activities through acting out stories

like “Shoes from Grandpa“, “Caps of Many Colors"

and "How Birds Got Their Colors". Learners imagined
themselves in the shoes of the characters. Moreover,
they role played specific situations starting from
a prompt; for example “What would you do if
your friend was sad?" Musical activities were also
conducted as learners had the total freedom to
interpret melodies with their bodies and share
different kinds of feelings.

Dramatic play engages children in both life and
learning. Its' real value lies in the fact that it increases
their understanding of the world they live in, while it
works to develop personal skills that will help them
throughout their lives.

Rosaline Aghvorian
Homeroom Teacher - KG2 - SMOC
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Family Ties

First graders were learning in Term 2 about family
ties and the importance of family members in their
life. Family provides peace, prosperity, love, and
care. The young children learn from the adults and
have a great respect for them.

The tales that these elderly tell their grandchildren
help them learn a lot about life and develop their
interest in social events and activities. Many
children learn the social values like honesty,
kindness, and faith from their elder relatives. The

In-house

Mosaique de couleurs, textures et saveurs, la cuisine
libanaise est I'une des plus riches au monde.

La gastronomie libanaise puise dans les produits frais
(beaucoup de fruits et de légumes), les laitages (yaourt,
fromage) et les céréales (blé, riz). La viande (I'agneau
et quelquefois aussi le mouton) y occupe également
une place de choix. Mais la grande diversité des plats
a base de légumes et de céréales, surtout les entrées
(tabboulé, fattouche, hoummos, moutabbal, labng,
falafel, mousakaa...), en fait le paradis des végétariens.

La « cuisine de la maison » se décline en une grande
variété de plats a lI'image des villages et des régions qui
composent la mosaique libanaise.

kindness, attention, and the love that they receive from
the grandparents make children feel special.

Qur learners were asked to interview their grandmother,
grandfather, aunt or uncle, and present it in class. The
questions directed to the elders were mainly about
their childhood. Our young learners used their iPads
to record the interview, and they were very excited to
share it with their classmates.

This project aimed to strengthen the relationship of

En abordant le module «Hier, aujourd'hui et demainy,
des recettes internationales ont été lues par les
apprenants d'EB2. Ces recettes ont suscité leur curiosité
et ils ont décidé de se lancer dans la découverte de Ia
cuisine libanaise et de préparer en un geste plein de
gratitude un petit livret qu'ils ont surnommé "“Recettes
de ma grand-mere" dans lequel chacun d'eux a présenté
la recette d'un plat traditionnel libanais.

Ce travail a permis a nos apprenants de valoriser la
cuisine libanaise et leur a donné 'occasion d'apprendre
a manger sain et varié.

Nadine Diab
Enseignante de francais - EB2 — ETD

the first graders with their elder relatives, as well
as to develop their speaking and listening skills.
It showed the learners' abilities to listen carefully
and to communicate with adults using the English
language only. All the learners worked on the
project enthusiastically and came out with great
results.

Zeina Zein Arnaout
Remedial English Teacher - SMOC
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Atelier de créativité en Grande Section

L'avenir de I'enfant se joue a I'école maternelle ou se
forge et se construit son esprit. Les programmes du
préscolaire tendent vers une éducation innovante
et plus créative afin de développer les aptitudes
des enfants et leurs talents. Le développement de
la créativité permet en effet a I'apprenant de mieux
exprimer ce qu'il percoit et ce qu'il ressent, tout en
développant son esprit d'analyse et de synthése et
sa capacité d'organisation.

Dans cet objectif, les apprenants de la grande
section ont participé durant le mois de février a un
projet qui a stimulé leur motivation. Tout d'abord
les apprenants ont écouté un conte de fées.
Comme deuxieme étape, et aprés la lecture de ce
conte, les apprenants ont effectué des jeux de roles

tout en changeant le contexte et en imaginant de
nouveaux événements, ils étaient les personnages
principaux du conte mais dans un autre temps et un
autre lieu. Comme troisieme étape, les apprenants
ont illustré les événements imaginés en un seul
dessin qui englobait toutes les actions. Enfin et
afin de pouvoir évaluer le développement de la
créativité de chaque apprenant, chacun a effectué
plusieurs activités d'art plastique durant I'atelier de
créativite.

Bravo les artistes de la grande section !

Rola Tayara
Enseignante de francgais en Grande Section
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Editorial (cont. of page 1)

Here comes our role in thinking the right way forth
by using available resources that technology has
provided to promote and advocate humane progress
and evolution. It is only a matter of readiness,
willingness, and ability. There is no time to aspire for
that - there is only time to take action. One way to
cultivate ourselves through these evolved means is by
familiarizing ourselves with the diversity of human
beings. That is why accepting one another as a first
step, at the individual level, eliminates superficial
complications, and lets us focus on matters that
are of a higher degree. Diverging towards society,
another approach would be to safeguard digital
victims and protect them from any automated or
cyber misuse. That way, members of society would be
more integrated and intimately bound, leading to the
rise of the human community to a transcendental
stage of evolution

The more all-encompassing conviction | have formed
throughout my memorable years at school is that,
regardless of the degree of development achieved,
human values should remain, ceaselessly omnipresent.

In-house




Maquette en 3D

La maquette en trois dimensions est une facon ludique
de reproduire une scéne dans un petit espace. Cette
activité qui aide a développer l'imagination et la
créativité chez I'étre humain a fait I'objet d'une des
activités réalisées suite au theme abordé en classe:
"Balade dans la forét"

Nos apprenants de la classe de EB1 ont préparé avec
beaucoup de joie une des plus belles maquettes des

animaux sauvages et domestiques.

Avec des pinceaux et de la peinture verte, ils ont peint le
sol pour une maquette réaliste.

Puis, pour donner ['impression d'un terrain réel, ils

La France en miniaturel!

ont collé du sable et ils ont créé de véritables petites
montagnes avec du papier maché.

Et pour orner le paysage, ils ont fabriqué avec des
rouleaux toilettes et des éponges de beaux arbres
de différentes tailles et genres. De plus, ils ont
peint les boites a chaussures pour donner a chaque
animal un abri.

Enfin, ils ont colorié¢ soigneusement les animaux
pour rendre la maquette attrayante et terminer ce
travail artistique.

Rania Tabbarah
Enseignante de Francgais — EB1 - SMOC

Avez-vous envie de passer les vacances en France?
Grace aux apprenants de la classe d'EB6 qui ont
travaillé en équipe et ont collaboré activement pour
achever ce projet « La France en miniature » cela est
devenu possible !

Nous vous invitons a faire le tour de quelques sites
touristiques francais.

Passez de bonnes vacances !

N'oubliez pas de prendre des photos !

Aline Jaalouk
Enseignante de Francgais — EB6 - SMOC

¥ In-house




Le monde des morales

448 glis

Pour communiquer, il faut parler. Et pour parler, il faut
apprendre une langue et la pratiquer.

Au service de l'apprentissage actif d'une langue, se
trouve la lecture. Cette capacité ouvre |'esprit, développe
I'imagination et enrichit le vocabulaire et l'intellect.

En contexte scolaire, « I'apprentissage entre pairs » est
I'une des meilleures méthodes d'apprentissage dans le
domaine de I'éducation.

A SMOC, le département de francais favorise la
lecture pour motiver les apprenants a la pratique
de la langue francaise. Chacun des apprenants des
classes d'EB4 et d'EBS5, a tour de role, choisit un conte
ou une histoire. Il peut I'avoir chez lui ou I'emprunter a
la bibliothéque de I'école.

Toutes les deux semaines, l'apprenant interrogé Iit
I'histoire, puis le jour fixé, il la raconte a ses camarades
de classe. Le choix de I'apprenant suivant se fait par
tirage au sort.

Derriere chaque histoire, les apprenants ajoutent de
nouveaux termes et expressions a leur bagage lexical
et en retirent une morale qu'ils retiendront pour
leur vie personnelle et sociale. Voila certains de leurs
commentaires et réflexions.

Mostafa JAMMOUL, apprenant en EB5 A

«Je viens de terminer la lecture de ['histoire intitulée
«Monsieur SILENCE». Ce monsieur a compléetement
raison de fuir les bruits, d'apprécier le calme et d'aller se
réfugier chez son ami monsieur HEUREUX. Moi aussi, je
cherche le calme. Beyrouth est une ville animée et trés
bruyante. C'est pourquoi, je passe le week end avec ma
famille a la montagne. Mais malheureusement, le temps
passe si vite! et il faut rentrer a Beyrouth!»

Omar KAAKi, apprenant en EBS A

«J'al beaucoup aimé cette activité parce qu'a chaque
fois, en classe, nous écoutons une nouvelle histoire.
Personnellement, j'ai présenté une histoire écrite par
Hector BIAMCIOTTI. Cet auteur parle d'une famille qui
se rassemble pour chanter et danser avec amour. J'ai
adorée cette histoire surtout que la petite fille a gardé
I'arbre qui a grandi avec elle sur la terrasse. A partir de
cette histoire, j'ai réalisé I'importance de la nature et des
arbres dans notre vien.

Hassan BAIRAKDAR, apprenant en EB5 B
«A partir de I'histoire que j'ai lue, jai appris qu'il faut
travailler en équipe pour réussir un travail.

Reem HUSSEINI, apprenant en EBS B
“L'histoire que j'ai lue est intitulée «MACARA et ZIHO». La
scéne que j'ai aimée le plus est quand MARACA a colorié
son amie avec toutes les couleurs qu'elle souhaitait.

Léna Haydar
Enseignante de Francais
EB4 & EB5 - SMOC
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A la découverte de la presse

L'étude de la presse est non seulement le préalable
nécessaire a la rédaction et a la fabrication des journaux
scolaires mais aussi le support idéal pour étudier la
pluralité des voix journalistiques et la diversité des
analyses concernant un événement ou un personnage.
L'un de nos objectifs est de familiariser nos apprenants
avec la presse. En effet, méme si la plupart d'entre
eux sont en contact direct avec des journaux et des
magazines, a la maison, chez des amis ou encore a la
bibliothéque, peu d"entre eux ont déja consulté plusieurs
titres. Une activité de découverte a été faite en EB8 et
elle consistait a ouvrir le journal « I'Orient-le jour » pour
voir comment il est structuré, comment il fonctionne,
quels en sont les contenus. Puis, les apprenants ont
visité le site www.l'orientlejour.com afin d'établir une
comparaison entre presse papier et presse en ligne et
finalement ils ont noté dans un tableau comparatif
tous les points de ressemblances et de divergences

entre ces deux moyens d'informations. Une activité trés
intéressante durant laquelle nos apprenants ont fait
preuve de motivation et d'enthousiasme.

Rachelle El Lameh
Enseignante de Francais - EB8 - ETD
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Healthy and Happy — Unhealthy and Sad

So what are you going to order? A pizza or a
salad?

Everybody today tends to eat unhealthy food.
They eat French fries, chips, chocolate chip
cookies, and other fatty, salty, and sugary junk
every day, and hence develop bad eating habits.
That's why Grade 1 learners did an activity about
healthy and unhealthy food in order to explain to
their friends and families the negative effects of
unhealthy food and to promote healthy food.

First, the learners were given a mixed bunch of
food, healthy and unhealthy, and a poster with 2
teeth onit. One of them smiling and happy, and the
other one sad and unhealthy. Then, the learners
were asked to color the healthy and unhealthy
food and finally classify them by gluing each
food on a tooth. They glued the healthy food on
the happy tooth and the unhealthy food on the
sad tooth.

Grade one learners also had the chance to prepare
healthy food sales at school to promote healthy
food. They had a lot of fun doing these activities.
They were very enthusiastic and happy. Not only,

Chocolate Making

they learned about eating healthy, but also began
to apply those lessons in their daily lives to have
a better and healthier lifestyle.

Suzy Gosdanian
Science teacher - Grade 1 - SMOC
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Brochure

Recently in the biology sessions during the immunology
unit, we were asked to complete and presenta performance
task that included preparing brochures about specific
diseases such as Ebola, Tuberculosis, and Allergies. The
brochures included the causes, symptoms and the mode
of transmissions of the diseases. The whole experience
was amusing and educational due to many reasons.

First, we learned the importance of teamwork to
accomplish success. We were able to get to know our
friends better and work with them on one to one basis.
Second, we learned the various consequences, symptoms
and causes of the disease. Some diseases that we worked
on we never heard of and other diseases we heard of but
we were not familiar with their symptoms or causes. Third,
the experience was very beneficial to us as learners since
we were able to learn about many diseases, other than
the one we prepared, while other groups were presenting.
Fourth, during this activity, we were able to integrate what
we learned during the computer sessions, and the biology
sessions and to apply our research techniques to create
the brochures and presentations. We also had to use our
analysis and interpretation skills to be able to choose the
right data and information that we wanted to include in
the project.

Finally, as learners we were very interested in completing
and presenting this performance task since it related to
our everyday lives and taught us a great deal of how our
body reacts when we are sick.

Marwah Al Mulla, Yasmine Shaaban,
Zoya Haroun - Grade 8 - SMOC

Have you ever prepared your own delicious chocolate?
Well, Grade 2 learners at BACand SMOC experienced a really
fun and simple activity by making their own hand-made
chocolates. They observed how the chocolate changed
from one state to the other, until it was ready to be eaten.

First, they melted a big chocolate bar in a Pyrex bowel
allowing it to undergo a physical change from a solid to
a liquid state. Then, they mixed the liquid chocolate with
corn flakes and carefully put them in special molds. Finally,
they put the molds in the freezer and the chocolate was
cooled down for 10 minutes. Once cooled, Grade 2 learners
were ready to eat their own chocolates.

Grade 2 not only had fun by doing this activity, they
also discovered how matter changed from once state
to the other by using the scientific method starting
with hypothesis then observing and experimenting
the changes of states of matter and finally reaching a

In-house

conclusion that verified their hypothesis. This activity

surely brought a smile to every face.

Suzy Gosdanian
Science teacher - Grade 2 - SMOC




Curiosity Leads to Science!

Science isa process, a way of thinking and understanding
the world. It is observing, putting a hypothesis, testing
this hypothesis, and then generalizing . Encouraging
young learners to explore the scientific process helps
the development of thinking skills such as organizing
and classifying, problem solving, reasoning, and logic.
They learn and understand the best from what they see,
touch, feel, and manipulate. For Preschoolers, science
is finding out about the everyday world that surrounds
them. This is exactly what they are interested in doing
all day and every day.

Last month was full of exciting scientific experiments in
the Preschool Division, where the Preschool classrooms
turned to look like small dynamic and colorful
laboratories. The learners were engaged in different
interesting science experiments. They had to observe
different material, think of how to use it, and discuss
in order to reach an outcome. Each Preschool level was
assigned four stimulating experiments for four weeks.
For example, KG1 learners made a bouncy soft egg
by using egg and white vinegar. KG2 learners mixed
colored water with oil to show how oil is denser than
water. Whereas, KG3 learners made liquid rainbow by
using water, sugar, and food coloring.

When learners acquire by doing and experimenting,
they recall what they learn in a uniquely accessible way.
Since experiments in early childhood help our learners

understand more complex scientific concepts later in
the future, we call all our learners to go ahead, have fun,
get their hands occupied in order to explore, question,
investigate and learn.

Nahrin Boutros Bakhash - KG3 Teacher - BAC

Robots

Courant électrique

Comme prolongement au texte travaillé en classe
« Mon robot », les apprenants de la classe d'EB5
ont réalisé leur propre robot pendant la période de
francais. En fait il est devenu un robot lumineux.
Tout d'abord, les apprenants ont cherché le matériel
nécessaire comme carton, papier aluminium... et l'ont
fabriqué durant les périodes de francais. Ensuite,
durant les périodes de sciences, ils ont complété son
développement en rendant ses yeux lumineux.

Dans sa téte ils ont placé une pile (la source du
courant électrique) et ils l'ont branchée a deux
lampes (les yeux) par des fils de connexions pour faire
un montage en série. En appuyant sur un bouton
('interrupteur) ils ont pu allumer ou bien éteindre
SES Yeux.

Les apprenants ont donc appliqué en méme temps
les connaissances et les habiletés acquises au cours
des périodes de francais et de sciences pour élaborer
ce projet. Ils ont bien utilisé les fils, les piles et les
douilles pour réaliser des circuits électriques. Ils ont
aussi introduit le concept de I'électroaimant pour
qu'il attire les substances magnétiques par ses mains.

A la suite d'une discussion dirigée en classe, nous
avons pu conclure que malgré toutes les inventions
et les développements technologiques, les robots
ne peuvent pas remplacer un étre humain qui a la
capacité d'interagir et de communiquer avec les
autres.

Sahar Fanous - Enseignante de sciences -
EB5 - ETD
e

Since the beginning of the history of inventions, robots
have become one of the most important topics in our
lives. In fact, they became the dream of many people in
different domains.

Robots are one of the technological machines that
attract learners' attention in all grade levels. As a
matter of fact, Grade 2 learners were amazed by the
story "Robot with Virus", and wished to have robots in
their daily life to help them in different tasks. Following
the story, learners watched short movies about robots
and learned about their different functions. They got
to find out that robots do not help in house chores
only, but they can also be industrial, entertaining and
medical. For example, they can be used in space to

conduct researches in the places where it is dangerous
for humans to get to.

After that, learners sat in groups and started thinking
about their dream robot and the chores it would be able
to perform. They drew their design on a cardboard and
wrote about these chores.

Hoping that our learners will be great inventors of
advanced robots in the future!

Shatha Eid - English Teacher - Grade 2 - BAC
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Impact of Using Computers on Mathematical Learning

Technology is becoming more and more integrated
into our society. The rapid and widespread adoption
of these technological innovations has completely
changed the way we conduct our daily lives,
including how knowledge is digested and taught
in our classrooms. This term's math lessons in
Grade 7 were introduced using two power point
presentations: one about fractions and decimals
and how each concept is related and another about
congruent triangles. Using technology in the math
classroom kept learners focused for longer periods
of time. The presentations were a tremendous time
saver, especially when using different figures to
represent decimals and fractions. The concepts were
grasped easily.

This time-saving aspect can keep students focused
on a project much longer than they would with
books and paper resources, and it helps them develop

Photography Club

During the time spent in the Activity hour and through
the clubs held in our schools, we, the learners get the
chance to do what we love. Some of the clubs include
Ping-Pong, football, chess, first aid, Zumba, and
photography... Learners who love to save memories,
and capture moments in a professional way join the
photography club and learn about the camera.

Our monitor taught us many things about photography.
Photography, like many things in life, is easy once you
know how. We learned how to manipulate the camera
to get artistic pictures.

We went through composition, portraits, photo-roman,
zoom effect. ..

1[0] In-house

better learning through exploration and research.
The math power point about fractions really helped
learners understand them more in a fun and concrete
manner. Everyone enjoyed discussing it, and sharing
their understandings and ideas with each other. In
order to put theory into practice, learners were later
engaged in solving problems related to the concepts
using their ipads and laptops.

Research has shown, when technology is integrated
into school lessons, learners are more likely to be
interested in, focused on, and excited about the
subjects they are studying. It enables learners
to learn at their own pace. With the integration
of technology, learners are able to get direct,
individualized instruction from the computer. This
form of supplemental teaching allows them to
engage with the information at times that are most
convenient for them and helps them become more

A zoom effect, as shown in the picture, in photography's
terms, is an "effect that looks like the subject is moving
toward you with lines of motion” We created this look
in-camera and not the post-production technique.

As for the post-production, we created a ‘photo-roman’,
which is a special kind of digital storytelling. It is similar

self-directed in the learning process.

By learning to use technology in the classroom, both
teachers and learners will develop skills essential for
the 21st century. But more than that, learners will
learn the critical thinking and workplace skills they
will need to be successful in their futures. Education
isno longer just about learning and memorizing facts
and figures; it's about collaborating with others,
solving complex problems, developing different
forms of communication and leadership skills, and
improving motivation and productivity

Rima Basha - Math Teacher - Grade 7 - SMOC

Dany Eid, Nour Jeha, Dana kisserwan -
Grade 7 - SMOC

to comics, but using real photographs.
Photography session allows us to take pictures of
whatever we like, and compose any subject or idea that

comes to mind, in an artistic way!

Sana Sayegh - Grade 11 - SMOC

GUYYYYYSSSS ANSWER

| MEEEE
109000000

SR ol
NoEGEnNGE
BEE0onY




gl G Juoledll Juw cul$a il Lad dliluui gl
...clean

wsua bsla
Sdull uuul.-.u.l]l anall - duyell dlll dwjso
drusigiydll 6jLiudlg jloadll EHIH] Jubuyao

Mois de la francophonie

ogiols dloy ajally logeon u'u.ll Jlogleall oo
edladllg divjell amjgei glei dolwiillg op.maﬂ
aclg Juailiwo (] dnaladl egigie o didl

6jlanll clic] (na ool 2dg oLu_ll Jg_bJ 20

¢°94.-"9 oo dll Gu Jadl Jiluwg

il dlygh ljogaiig LT gy il Caalay »
«.dlebw gay Gpeiud pgull

Juubwdll Canll galsio ela Joall Iha (e <l
didlillg dpwssgidl 6jliudl iwyre (4 N [H]
on Jaill Jilug» cguange Joli i clpl jloadll
U.JngJ,O il dlnds e loadilas «ogillg puo ]
(O.G_ILLLb_LO_I Al u_llogJ.Qo udc LGJ_LIA o dg.@gﬂ
lod »8lall (usle J3 Jouls 28 Johill &L @agl oo
dill ailx Guain oI, Isgage =y @J uu.o_lJLl ol

Aewlds [pei peig johi

uuilaiil degiiall Jaill Jilug johill 1o Jaud ég
doyaall Jilwgllg dupella (adlall lipac Sldhio &0
il ool lgidd el sball ha 8DCID_IJ.LLD s

AL dilg o830 L_;_\Jl eaall Sl oo

dighy anlill Jalpe Jula iy Jaill Jilug §)
loareig Jleadll Jai (o @ilgdl gle soiei diming
lgallg e g9y v Jesi gull dilyell dida
Silsgo Bl go pecsinall Glai ol Gl dlel il
Jdalallg ailyitallg Culylewdl8 “iaall 86981 Joxi
Oondlal daypog deypn Jai dliwg pagi il (adll

ooaluddll
lguayeg dagly Gl dll oda jleall (galsinll jail

A l'occasion du mois de la francophonie, les
apprenants du cycle primaire Il a ETD ont participé
a deux des ateliers organisés par I'Institut Francais
du Liban : un atelier d'écriture et un atelier de
danse qui avaient pour théme « La Kermesse ».

Durant I'atelier d'écriture, les apprenants ont eté

Follow the Music

invités a imaginer un petit conte dans lequel ils
racontent une journée passée dans une kermesse
bizarre ou tout est extraordinaire et ne reléve pas de
la réalité. Les apprenants ont fait preuve de sérieux
et de créativité, ils ont rédigé de beaux textes dans
lesquels ils ont introduit I'extraordinaire : des

animaux moniteurs, la kermesse qui a lieu sur une
autre planéte, etc...

Natacha Daher - Enseignante de francais
Cycle primaire 2 - ETD

ThisTerm, KG2 classes took partina unique event: “Music
Week"which was both entertaining and informative as
it allowed learners to learn more about musical notes
and instruments. Moreover, they got in touch with the
feelings generated by certain melodies and tunes.

Several interesting activities (discussions, art, games...)
were planned in order to explore this topic thoroughly.
Finally, to add a touch of reality to this amazing
experience, learners headed to "Mozart Chahine" shop
where they were introduced to a variety of musical
instruments and learned the proper way of playing
them. Everyone discovered with excitement the string
instruments (electrical and acoustic guitars, violins, and
oud), the percussion section (maracas, bass, and drums),
and keyboard instruments such as the piano. Moreover,
learners listened to the lovely melodies produced by
these fascinating instruments and got the chance to
play them as well. Then, all participated in a fun game
“Follow the Rhythm" where they had to follow the beat
while playing drums and triangles.

This captivating experience helped everybody realize
the value of music since it makes life more interesting
by lifting spirits up and filling them with joy and
happiness. It is also the mutual language that connects
cultures and people all around the world.

Rola Boufakhreddine
English Teacher - KG2 - SMOC




New Start: New Beginnings

During spring, nature uncovers its bright beauty after
winter sheds away, and all hibernating animals awaken
to see the new vegetation and trees blooming and
blossoming. The splendor of spring is ever so intriguing,
but DID YOU KNOW THAT IN SPRING:

1- Calves are Born

When it is spring many animals and birds have their
babies. They need to have their young when there is
lots of food available and when the longer days mean
that they have longer to find food for their young. The
warmer days and regular rainfall during spring means
plants such as grass grow well. The lush, young grass in
the fields mean the cow is well fed and can produce lots
of milk for her calf.

2- Birds Build Nests

As it stays light for longer in spring, birds know it is time
to find a mate. They do this by singing to each other.
When they have paired up, either one or both birds will
make a nest from things like dried grass, twigs, moss,
feathers or animal hair that they find.

3- Frogs Lay Spawn

Frogs find a mate and then the female lays frogspawn
in a pond. The frogspawn is a mass of eggs which hatch
out into tadpoles.

4- Tulips Bloom

Tulips that are perennials (a plant that lives for more
than 2 years), they bloom in spring, usually for only 3-7
days.

5- Spring Flowers

The firstspring flowers are typically daffodils, dandelions,
lilies, tulips, iris and lilacs.

6- Seasonal Fruits

Apple, plums, almond, cherry, and berry trees bloom in
spring and their fruits are at their best when seasonal
as in spring.

SMOC

What Happens

During Spring?

® During Spring the Earth's axis start to tilt towards the sun.
® The days get longer and warmer.

® During April you will see more rain showers.

® During May the flowers will start to bloom.

® Sun rises in the earlier hours of the morning and sets
later on in the afternoon.

® |n spring, the Earth's axis is tilted toward the sun,
increasing the number of daylight hours and bringing
warmer weather that causes plants to bring forth new
growth.

® Plants begin to grow in Spring because of ample
availability of water, light, warmth and soil (compost).

BAC
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The Effects of Colors on the Mood
and the Behavior of the Person

Imagine life without colors in it. How lifeless and
meaningless would you feel? People do not often
realize the effects colors have on us, every color has
its own unique effect on the mood and the behavior.
According to research, when the eyes focus on a color,
the body secretes various hormones that affect humans
physically and emotionally.

The psychologist Ayben Ertem, who studies the effects
of colors and psychology said: “The way we use and
combine colors in our living space affects our living
quality correspondingly with the inducements of colors
in our brain."

Colors have also an effect on our appetite. Why do
you think fast-food restaurants mostly use the colors
red, orange and yellow? These three colors increase
your heart rate as well as your appetite. According

to research, blue is an appetite suppressant that also
decreases the pulse; hence, it can be used in the kitchens
of people who have weight problems.

Colors can also play an important role in education. In
schools, the most common colors are red and blue; the
color red has a positive effect on the memory. Blue is a
soothing color that relaxes your body and boosts your
creativity.

Other examples on how colors affect the mood and
behavior are the four different seasons. We realize that
the pastel and light colors of spring and summer have
a positive effect on most humans through the way they
behave during these two seasons. Most people become
more happy, energetic and exuberant.

Yara Hashem - Grade 9 - SMOC

Say No to FAD Diet

At the beginning of Spring and when the weather starts
to become warmer, some people have the urge to lose
the weight they gained over the winter period. Several
of these people resort to Fad diets such as Atkins, Plaeo
or Dukan diets to lose some weight.

What are FAD diets?

A fad diet is a weight loss plan or aid that promises
dramatic results. These diets typically don't result in
long-term weight loss and they are usually not very
healthy. One of these diets is Atkins diet. This diet
involves eating limited quantities of carbohydrates
and unlimited quantities of fat and proteins. This diet
switches the body's metabolism from metabolizing
glucose as energy over to converting stored body fat to
energy. The paleolithic diet, also known as the paleo diet
or caveman diet, is based on eating the food humans'
ancient ancestors might have eaten, such as lean meat,
nuts and berries. The advocates of this diet claim that
human metabolism has been unable to adapt to foods
such as grain, legumes, and dairy. The Dukan diet is a diet
very rich in proteins and low in fat and carbohydrates.
The diet is based on a list of over 100 allowed foods, as
well as four specific phases.

What are the health effects of these diet?
All of these FAD diets are unhealthy and don't result in
permanent weight loss. Following a severely restricted

diet puts anyone's immune system at risk. A good
diet doesn't eliminate whole food groups that leave
their bodies lacking vitamins, minerals, essential fatty
acids, antioxidants and more. Extreme diets have a
host of unwelcome side effects, such as muscle loss.
It's common to lose some muscle when dieting, but
the more drastic the diet, the more muscle one can
expect to lose, and that can get in the way of physical
activity and overall good health. Additionally, FAD
diets resulting in rapid weight loss shock the body and
cause a shift in hormones that trims the hair's lifespan.
Those nutrient deficiencies and hormonal shifts may be
responsible for a lack of efficiency at work or school.
Poor concentration, disturbed sleep and fatigue all are
common consequences of poor diet.

What to do to lose weight safely?

If anyone needs to lose weight he should follow a calorie
dietin which he/she can cut down 500 calories each day.
In addition, he/she must eat food rich in fibers, complex
carbohydrates, proteins and unsaturated fat. Exercise
Is a must during the weight loss period to ensure that
muscles are not lost and metabolism is increased.

Dana Ghalayini - Grade 11 SE - SMOC



Easy Spring
Chocolate Flower Treats

Ingredients:
® 50 mini pretzel twists

® 50 Hershey kisses (your choice in flavor)

® 50 large M&M (flavored or peanut work best)
® 250 milk chocolate M&M's

Directions:

Preheat oven to 200 degrees. Cut a piece of parchment
paper to fit on a large baking sheet. Arrange pretzels on
parchment paper. Unwrap Hershey kisses and place one
on top of each pretzel. Put baking sheet in preheated
oven and bake for about 5 minutes.

Remove from oven and immediately press large M&M
in center of Hershey kiss. Arrange 5 smaller ones around
the edges to look like petals of a flower. Repeat until
finished. Allow to set on counter or refrigerate for 30
minutes. Store in covered container in refrigerator so
chocolate doesn't melt. Enjoy!

BAC

Les blagues de Toto

Toto rentre de |'école :

- Papa ! Tu vas étre fier de moi ! J'ai été le seul a répondre
a la question du maftre !

- Et c'était quoi la question ?

- C'était : qui a posé une punaise sur ma chaise ?

Toto rentre de ['école et dit a sa maman :

- Il faut que j'aille chez le médecin !

- Pourquoi ? Tu es malade ?

- Qui, la maitresse m'a dit qu'il faut que je soigne mon
langage !

La maman de toto s'étonne :

- Toto, pourquoi manges-tu ton pain au chocolat en te
regardant dans la glace ?

- Pour avoir I'impression d'en manger deux !

A I'école, la maitresse demande a Toto :

- Toto, dans la phrase “ce garcon a volé des pommes",
ou est le sujet ?

- SGrement en prison, madame.

Le professeur de mathématiques demande a ses éléves :
- Comment peut-on partager 6 pommes de terre entre
9 personnes, de facon équitable ?

Toto leve le doigt :

- C'est facile. Faites-leur une purée !

Le maitre a Toto :

- Toto, épelle-moi le mot “souris"
-S,0,u, 1.

-Etalafin?

- Ah oui, il y a une queue !
SMOC

Les mots croisés

New Start: New Beginnings

® -
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1. Elle est grande avant d'étre petite. Qu'est-ce que c'est ?
2. Qu'est-ce qui n'a ni pattes, ni ailes, ni yeux, ni mains,
qui ne rampe pas, qui ne nage pas, mais qui s'enfuit dés
qu'on le touche ?

3. Qu'est-ce qui peut faire le tour du monde en restant
dans son coin ?

4. J'ai un chapeau, mais pas de téte. J'ai un pied mais
pas de chaussures. Qui suis-je?

5. Qu'est-ce qui pleure quand on lui tourne la téte ?

6. Plus je mange, plus je grandis. Mais si I'on me donne
a boire, je meurs. Qui suis-je ?

1. La bougie [ 2. Le savon [ 3. Un timbre [ 4. Un champignon [ 5. Le robinet / 6. Le feu.

SMOC




Do Preschoolers Need a Hobby?

Starting a hobby at a young age is beneficial to
children as it allows self-discovery and builds
self-esteem. Hobbies serve also as educational
tools that influence the child's mental, social,
and physical development. Kids can also learn to
set goals, make decisions, and solve all sorts of
problems. Finally, these recreational activities can
even turn into careers.

It's important for parents to take an active part in
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developing kids' interests by showing them support
and offering them gquidance. They can set the
example as studies show that children with hobbies
tend to have parents with hobbies too. Moreover, it's
essential to provide little ones with the proper setting
and material needed to practice these activities.
Some ideas for preschoolers include:

¢ Collections: rocks, stickers, certain types of toys...
e Sports: basketball, gymnastics, ballet, karate, soccer...

Exploiter un conte avec les enfants

Le cycle préscolaire vise un développement holistique
et harmonieux de I'enfant, et pour sensibiliser nos
apprenants a la lecture, les enseignantes exploitent
en classe des contes tirés du monde réel des enfants
qui les aident a accepter et gérer leurs émotions et
développer chez eux I'estime de soi.

L'heure du conte devrait étre magique, calme pour

que les apprenants en tirent le plus de profitet qu'ils
acquiérent le goGt de lire. Voici quelques conseils

Raising Leaders

pour bien exploiter un conte avec les enfants :

- mettre des livres a la disposition des enfants dans un
lieu confortable et calme.

- lancer le théme traité dans le conte pour l'introduire
aux enfants.

- accompagner la lecture d'une musique douce et
appropriée.

- inviter les apprenants a imaginer un autre lieu, un
autre moment de I'histoire, trouver une fin triste ou

® Arts: painting, crafting...
¢ Music and Dance Activities

There are numerous hobbies to choose from and many
of them are very common and inexpensive. With a good
hobby, children can develop a dynamic personality.

Helen Chriti - English Teacher - KG1 - SMOC

dréle pour susciter leur imagination.

C'est ainsi que le conte au préscolaire favorisera
le développement culturel, imaginaire, social,
intellectuel et émotif de nos petits enfants.

Mira Abou Issa et Joumana Saad
Enseignantes de francais au préscolaire
ETD

“A leader is one who
knows the way, goes

the way, and shows
the way.”
John C. Maxwell

Great leaders are made not born. It's never too early
to start preparing young generations to assume this
function by helping them realize their potential with
the right encouragement and support. Therefore, it's
vital to start enhancing leadership skills at a young
age since playing this part encompasses promoting

.Y Zoom on

key qualities such as confidence, communication,
commitment, positivity, and creativity.

Engaging learners in leadership activities can
help develop self-awareness, boost self-esteem,
and improve interpersonal skills as well. In order
to reach this aim, preschool teachers at SMOC
rely on a wide variety of activities. For instance,
cooperative work activities are often conducted in
class to give everyone the opportunity to put their
coordination and problem-solving strategies into
action. Learners are also compelled to establish
efficient communication networks in order to lead
the team to achieve a common goal. Moreover, extra-
curricular activities (drama, psychomotor games,
storytelling, Show and Tell...) that are held at school

put learners in the spotlight, which is crucial when
seeking to develop self-confidence and autonomy.
Children who are involved in these activities tend
to have an increased sense of self-worth and have
stronger social connections. They adapt easily to new
requirements and have the ability to manage groups
as well. Moreover, they can think creatively when
faced with tough challenges.

Raising effective leaders since childhood is a must
since they are the ones who will inspire the future
generations to translate visions into reality with
great success.

Wafaa Kebbé
English Teacher - KG3 - SMOC



Healthy Day

Let's face it! Nowadays, fast food has become
the preferred choice for many people since its
practicality matches our speedy and busy lives.
In order to shed light on its dangers and promote
better eating habits, Grade 8 learners organized
and managed a "Healthy Day" for all the learners
and teachersin the Intermediate and Secondary
Divisions at ETD campus. This project took us
few weeks to put together in the Youth Talk
sessions. It started with thorough discussions
on the benefits of living healthy; next, we
researched and presented tips on how to lead
healthy lives among all the fast events that
surround us.

Later, we were divided into groups and worked
hand in hand to promote this project. Some of
the questions we answered were "How do we
encourage other learners in our school to choose
to eat healthy? What material do we need to
draw other learners' attention? And how do we
distribute tasks?" After coming up with all the

answers, the time to apply all what we learned
arrived.

During recess time, different healthy snacks
were offered to learners and many staff
members at school. Some of them were, fresh
fruits; apples, bananas, oranges, kiwis, avocados
and homemade snacks such as apple pies and
orange cakes. These snacks were spread here
and there all around the playground. Some of
us were behind stands pouring juices, while
others were walking around the playground
distributing them and talking about their
benefits. Moreover, facts about fruits and eating
healthy were communicated to all participants
through brochures.

This dynamic event has definitely strengthened
our teamwork spirit, communication skills as
well as widened our awareness on choosing
to eat healthy snacks between meals. We truly
hope that the coming years will witness more

frequent Healthy Days at EDUVATION School
Network and the habit of living healthy becomes
embedded in us.

Farah Younes and Lana Itani - Grade 8A - BAC
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Our First Sentences

Here at BAC, our first graders are starting to enjoy
writing; notonly short sentences but a whole paragraph!
To start off, learners were introduced to the concept
of stretching their sentences by including answers to:
Who? What? When? Where? And Why? Then, they were
distributed into groups and provided with 5 pools of
phrases; each pool designated to answer one of the
aforementioned wh- question words. Learners enjoyed

choosing one strip from each pool to end up with one
big stretched sentence.

The second phase of the activity was dedicated for
learners to write their own sentences by answering one
question word at a time to end up with complete and
meaningful sentences. After that, learners joined their
sentences into short, yet coherent paragraphs.

Yes, at times their writing was guided because the road
to becoming writers needs guidance and lots of practice
indeed! However, what matters the most is the fact
that the habit of writing is growing in them, and now,
Grade 1 learners are used to picking up their journals
whenever they have a minute to spare!

It is simply a joy to see them concentrate over their
journals, asking how to spell this or that word, taking
pride in all that they have written.

Thumbs up to our first graders!

Tala Baydoun
English Teacher - Grade 1 - BAC

Your Life Story in Just Six Words

We go about our days, experiencing life with all
its ups and downs, smiles and tears, chances and
opportunities lost. Many people think their lives
aren't interesting enough to be told; nonetheless,
no life isn't worthy enough of being recollected for
every breath carries along a million thought, feeling,
and story. There is no such thing as “l don't have
much to say" It is only in few words that so much
can be said, felt, and lived, and one way to do so is
through the six-word memoir.

Six-word memoirs came to be of a legend about
Ernest Hemingway. As the story says, Hemingway
was once challenged to tell a story in six words. The
following was his story:

“For sale: baby shoes, never worn."

Six-word memoirs are a reflective and creative way
to look upon your life, your reality and ultimately
see yourself. The magic of six-word stories is that
they tend to tell the stories of not only their authors
but also the stories of so many others who tend to

La “formule magique”

see the reflection of their lives and stand face to
face with it.

As a part of a writing challenge, our Seniors have
taken a shot of their first six-word stories telling
of their expectations, dreams, loves, heartaches, and
futures.

Lana Turk
English Teacher - Grade 12 - SMOC

Le département de francais, conscient de la
nécessité de donner une place a I'oral dans le
cours de langue, a entrepris de concevoir une
activité linguistique en classe de seconde, fondée
sur le débat. Nous étions a la recherche d'une
formule qui permettrait de créer des situations
a la fois signifiantes et ludiques aux yeux des
apprenants tout en incitant la participation de
tous. Le débat nous a apparu comme la « formule
magique » pour gérer I'hétérogénéité en classe.
Nous avons choisi comme théme « Les droits de la
femme », une fois le débat lancé, les apprenants
se sont divisés en groupes pour préparer tous les
arguments nécessaires afin de soutenir leur these

([] Let's talk about it

et défendre leur point de vue.

Le résultat était trés satisfaisant. Tous, enseignant
et apprenants, nous étions d'accord pour dire que
cette activité a surpassé toutes les attentes. Le
débats'estrévélé unexcellent moyen de dynamiser
le groupe, d'augmenter la motivation et d'aller
plus loin dans l'acquisition des connaissances.

Rachelle El Lameh
Enseignante de francais
Classes complémentaire et secondaire

Helping Hands

Believing that our children can really make a
difference in the society, Grade Two learners
were given the chance to express their thoughts
that would contribute in making our world a
better place. Through "Helping Hands" activity
in the English unit, they were given the choice
to write about helping old people to stay safe
and at peace or about how they can face the
challenges that our environment is suffering
of these days. Their "Helping Hands" were full
of promising ideas such as getting food and
medication to old people, taking them with us
on our outings and never leave them alone. Their
encouraging will continued through using solar
energy, banning quarries, planting more trees
and saving water so to keep our environment
a healthy one. Once again, Grade Two learners
prove that little minds can think forward to
make our world a better place.

Suzanne Shoufani
English Teacher — Grade 2 - SMOC

Préparation au DELF
Al Junior

Notre école encourage l'apprentissage de la langue
francaise comme deuxieme langue vue son importance
au sein de notre sociéte.

En Juin, la classe d'EB6 va présenter le DELF A1 junior
qui est composé de quatre épreuves : production orale,
production écrite, compréhension orale et compréhension
écrite. Nous nous sommes bien préparés tout le long de
cette année pour pouvoir réussir ces épreuves.

Nous avons ainsi appris a rédiger des lettres, des cartes
postales et a remplir des formulaires. Nous avons travaillé
des exercices qui préparent aux quatre épreuves du DELF
A1 junior, nous avons visionné des séquences filmiques,
nous avons écouté des chansons francaises et nous avons
fait des jeux de réles afin d'enrichir notre vocabulaire.

Le DELF repose sur des savoirs, des savoir-faire, des savoir
étre et des savoir apprendre, présents dans la compétence
acommuniquer langagierementsur les plans linguistiques,
sociolinguistique et pragmatique. Lobtention de ce
dipléme s'avére importante car il valorise les acquis de Ia
langue francaise et valide la compétence langagiere des
apprenants qui seront capables de réaliser des taches
simples et de se débrouiller dans des situations imprévues
de la vie quotidienne.

Bonne chance a tous.

Alex Abi Ghanem - EB6 A - BAC




Voice it out at Eduvation!

Every individual has a unique voice, and every voice
deserves to be heard! In fact, the most important
movements witnessed by history were initiated using
words that were expressed effectively enough to evoke
change. All young people have ideas worth sharing, and
the challenge is to find a platform through which these
ideas can be spread.

John Ford once said, "You can speak well if your tongue
can deliver the message of your heart." The message
of one's heart can be delivered in many ways, one of
which is through a speech. This year, EDUVATION School
Network has witnessed its first speech contest which
took place at SMOC among all Grade 11 learners. The
main purpose of this contest was to develop learners'
speech skills, help them maintain confidence and deliver
their thoughts in the most appropriate manners.

Writing a speech is not easy. We had to choose one
topic and write about it passionately, using our
ideas and feelings to convey our message correctly.
Moreover, giving a speech was even harder! We
had to train and rehearse for nights to polish our
speeches since the most important thing about
giving the speech is how it is delivered.

As we all know, fear and panic play a big role in ruining
a great speech, but we all tried to overcome our fears
and do our best on stage. It was obvious through the
results that we had put so much work into this, and
thankfully, all our work paid off eventually since we

all managed to make an impression.

It has been a great experience to all of us, and we truly
urge all the younger learners to take part in such an
event when they get the chance, for it will teach them
much more than how to appropriately give a speech.
Most importantly, it will teach them how to reach and
communicate effectively with the audience.

Believe in yourself
Believe in your thoughts
Let them out

Write them down

and you are good to go!

Hiba Jabal & Lynn Taha - Grade 11 S - BAC
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Best Moments in School

We do not consider each other as classmates
but rather a close family. Each session with our
teachers is kept in our memories and the entire
inside jokes are engraved in our hearts. The
genuine smiles and laughter that the walls of our
class heard will forever echo in the classroom, no
matter where we end up. In the past 6 months,
29 hearts, minds, souls, dreams, and friends have
grown up together in a way no one can ever
imagine. 29 people are now attached to each other
like siblings. As March ends and April begins, we
realize that our senior year is wrapping up and our
school years are coming to an end. Looking back
to our time together in class and the time spent
with our fellow seniors, it's amazing how much
has happened while we were busy rushing by it
all. It all seems so surreal. Millions of memories
enlighten our hearts, but that is what happens in
the end, you start to think about the beginning.
Grade 12 GLS - BAC and SMOC

The first and best experience of a summer time job
was at summer plus ... Time well spent !
Maya and Ghida

There are a lot after a journey of 15 years together...
Great friends.. Us.
Pamela and Zeina

In recollection of everything | left behind, came
this picture into view once again, where Maya and
| held hands in pure childhood innocence. Here
we are today, both full grown and as close as we
could ever be, holding our hands again as adults in
recollection of our childhood days.

Maya and Lynn - Grade 12 SE

Malak and Joanne from childhood to teenage years!!
Grade 12 SE

In Memory of Farah Shams

k] Let's talk about it

Losing someone you love is the hardest, toughest, and
worst thing to ever experience. Farah Shames left us five
years ago and her absence, ever since, has left a hole in
all of our hearts. She was a fighter who refused to give
in to the pain that imprisoned her and her strength was
something we all admired. She was loving, kind, helpful,
and she had the warmest heart. You could never see Farah
not smiling; she was always smiling even when she was
in pain.

Farah is in a better place right now but she will always be
in our hearts and we will always remember the beautiful
face behind the sincere smile. You are forever missed,
Farah, and may your soul rest in peace.

Mira Hashem - Grade 12SE - SMOC

Our First Dissection

While scrutinizing the realm of circulation, we,
grade 9 learners at ETD and SMOC performed
our first dissection experiment in the science
lab. So, we headed to the lab in order to analyze
the dimensions of the heart and commence the
dissection of the human-like lamb hearts. It
was definitely an absorbing experience in which
we were introduced at first to this fascinating
muscle and were then given instructions of how
the dissection and cutting of the heart will take
place. With complete care and responsibility,
each group of four received one lamb heart and
started dissection. The teacher did not name the
chambers of the heart neither did she inform
us about the right and the left parts of the
heart. With the information provided in class
and the several videos we watched we had to
think critically and identify the structures of the
heart. We all recognized the auricles, ventricles,
and valves depending on the position of these
chambers in the heart. We were also able to
determine the right and left parts of the heart
depending on the thickness. All in all, it was a
great know-how to have acquired at our age,
which later helped us to understand our lesson
and work as a group with our friends. The moral
we learned out of this experience is that “If you
hear, you forget; if you see, you remember; if
you do, you understand."

Karim Itani, Riwa Khatib,
and Leia bassam
Grade 9 - SMOC




College Fair

As we grow older, we start discovering
ourselves. We discover our hobbies and our
interests, and we eventually discover the type
of people we want to be as adults. Deciding on
what we want to study in university becomes
one of the hardest decisions for us; this is
one of the reasons why our school, with the
help of Waznat, organized a college fair at
ETD on the 4th of March. This is an event that
occurs every year and strictly involves grade
11 learners. Many universities like Balamand,
AUB, AUST, and AUL among many others
took part in this event. Each university had a
representative who answered our questions
about the different university majors and
requirements, and financial aid inquiries.
We acquired a lot of information that we
needed in order to be able to choose what
we could study and where will could go next
year after we graduate. We were surprised
by the variation of majors found in different
universities along with the different activities

available to us .Many of us found this event
very fruitful and beneficial because it helped us
get a closer look at what could be waiting for
us in our future. This college fair was our first
encounter with the universities in Lebanon and
was an experience that will definitely help us in

making the right decision for what choice to
make next year.

Sana Sayegh - Grade 11 - SMOC

Learners’s Interpretation of the Theme of the Year

One cannot live his life on the spot...
Throughout the years, humankind has realized the
importance of planning and plotting, in order to
advance and prosper. The ability to act, is not one of
which we acquire when we are born; it is developed.
We need to think and plan our moves to be able to make
the right call when the time comes. Itisjust like a game
of chess. If you just think one move ahead, you will
inevitably lose. Instead, you have to think three moves
ahead, in order to anticipate the consequences.
Likewise, in order to succeed in life, you need to discern
the importance of thinking forward...

Omar Jaroudi - Grade 10 - BAC

Le théme de l'année parle des choix que font les
apprenants tous les jours dans leur vie quotidienne. |l
souligne l'importance de ces choix et comment chacun
a des conséquences directes sur eux et leur vie.

En effet, il faut tout le temps réfléchir aux conséquences
de nos agissements. En tant qu'apprenant, nous
avons compris que nous devons prévoir le résultat
de nos actes et décisions, on ne veut pas subir les
conséquences indésirables. Grace au théme, on a
appris qu'il faut toujours penser avant d'agir car,
prendre des décisions impulsives peut entrainer des
conséquences irréparables.

Shakib Khoury - Grade 9 - BAC
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Alma Kanj - Grade 3C - BAC
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Abdul Rahman - KG3 - SMOC

Dana Chaaban - Grade 2A - SMOC

Majd Jaffal - Grade 3C - BAC

\(¢
‘l) \ 15‘ Wb ol ¢
e (R a a\
A\ v e i
[ | |IJ1
[ dure O
X

="
"'SJ!."'"'. LA

f -;u.r'ﬂ':-'" e et o
\Calteag T
Irl“hk Iy ,‘ Q ,W e :—’ S5 00 (Emmﬁl
= = °
, - '-:) j
t‘—.}_‘_‘ ‘ 4 i = J :L\_._n. i
3“{__ WPI j‘) l“-; ‘; - “"I‘_. s 5.\..u.|"lh \‘
B &
Ao iy Deshion
‘<\ Ny ; - a:f-
' E\'illﬂf\j" f

e

Grade 6A - SMOC

Karim l\/loghrabl

Layana Takiedin - Grade 5B - SMOC

Let's talk about the Theme of the Year pA

Malak Rida - Grade 5A - SMOC




Awareness Campaign-Remy Rebeiz

Young Heart Foundation

We are always honored to welcome guests who
address to us day-to-day problems and most
importantly their corresponding solutions, sharing
with us personal experiences and observations.
However, the session with Remy Rebeiz Young
Heart Foundation was extraordinary, whereby it
tackled our age group directly. After the session,
our minds were triggered and questions emerged:
Are our lives as young people at risk? How possible
isitthatone of us might experience sudden cardiac
arrest (SCA)? Are we ready to act rapidly as soon
as we witness someone having an SCA? This is
when we realized that continuing the foundation's
journey in spreading awareness about the causes,
effects and preventions of SCA is essential.

Consequently, we organized our ideasand thoughts,
and decided to take the first step by starting the
awareness from our own school grounds. A group
of G12 learners gave a brief presentation to the
secondary learners during the Cultural Program
session that gave the audience a concise glimpse
of the foundation's purpose, the causes of SCA,
its diagnosis and preventive measures. Also, the

-

Think Forward

It's been said that: the past shapes who we
are today and today will shape who we are
tomorrow. Our current theme of the year is
“Think Forward" So what does it mean? Is it a
metaphor, that is supposed to remind us that
every single decision we take will forever echo
into the future? A reminder that we are all
affected by each other; that every single action
and course taken will not just affect ourselves
but the people around us? To think forward?

How far? A year, a day, a week, a minute? The
fact to the matter is that: when people tell you
to think forward, to plan and take everything
into consideration, they aren't just empty words.
It's a reminder to forever think and over think
everything you will ever do and say, because
mistakes can't be erased.

Rasha Abou Haidar - Grade 10 A - SMOC

school contributed to this campaign by welcoming
nurses, provided by the foundation, to our
school premises where electrocardiograms were
performed on those who signed up their names for
the test and members of the varsity teams.

Saving lives starts from a small contribution, we
hope that our small initiative will grow as we all
become contributors in spreading this awareness.

Ghida Al Hout and Nour Farhat
Grade 12 LS - SMOC

Recommend a Book

Arts and Crafts

Spring is here and Easter is near. For this special
occasion, our Environmental Activities group
spread joy around the school campus with an
Earth-friendly colorful tree, made of lively egg-
cardboard flowers. We used cocoons to make
butterflies, recycled paper to make birds and
leaves, and napkins to design Easter eggs. We
just recycled and reused unneeded material to
create a chromatic Spring scene at school.

May the joyful spirit of Easter reach all of you
and bring you peace and happiness.

Walid Masri - Grade 5 B - SMOC

‘Omne of the most successful business books ever’
Doaily Telegraph

Who

An Amazing Way fo
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Cheese?

DR SPENCER JOHNSON
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Who moved my cheese?
By Dr. Spencer Johnson

It is the story of four amusing characters, a team of two

mice and a team of two people, living in a maze looking

for cheese (a metaphor) by overcoming obstacles. What

will happen when they find the cheese and after a while

the supply of cheese gets smaller and smaller? How will

each team cope with the challenges and the unexpected
changes? Are they going to be able to adapt?

Nora Kabraelian
Librarian — CDI - ETD & BAC
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