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Hawve you ever wondered what makes you so
different than all of the rest? What is it that
makes you so special?

Have you ever wondered what your inner
strength is, and how you could let it shine
through and dazzle?

In a world full of diverse people, somehow,
each and every one of us is unique, and we all
live by our own drumbeat of life. It is not just
physical, but being and knowing who you are
an the inside that makes you the way you are.
It is not what others say, and what you hear,
but what vou listen to and what you pursue.
Without strength to protect our identity we
are nothing, without identity we are nothing.
Our identity is our existence and it should
never b thrown away.

It is making choices on our own, and not
being in someone else’s shadow. It is taking
advice from people, but not doing exactly
what they say. Thinking for yourself; that is
identity, and that is who you are.

It is essantial for every individual to liberate
himself from the claws that hold back his
progression  and  hinder his growth, to
releasa his potential and become what he is
imtended to be. The individual should be the
one progressing before sodety, for with the
progression of the individual the progression
of society will naturally come.

Being ordinary seems like a disease, an ordi-
nary path is safe and bland. Shouldrn't we dare
to step outside the box? Shouldn't we dare
to b= oursebves, and engrave our own paths
along the way? To ight for your dreams, your
ideas, and your beliefs is to fight for yourindi-
viduality.

Everyone wants to be special, to be an indi-
vidual. Individualism is the keyto what we are;
it is the essence of our existence, and accept-
ance is what brings us closer and unites us.
When we embrace our diferences, we are
working for a higher reason, for a reason that
unites us all, a drumbeat that we all march to:
the drumbeat oflife.

Mapwa Hassounah - Grade 115E

Love asks for a total disarmament. The encounter in love is an encounter without weapons
Perhaps the disarmamenit in the individual encounter is more difficult than intermnational disar-
mameant. We are very able to hide our guns and knives even in the most intimate relationship.
An old bitter memory, a slight suspidon about motives or a small doubt can be as sharp as a
knife held behind ourback, as a weapon for defenssin case of attack. Can we ever meet afriend
or a stranger without any protection? Can we reveal ourselves to another in our total vulner-
ability? This is the heart of the question.

Are we able to exclude the power in our relationships and become totally available to each
other? When a soldier sits down to eat he lays down his weapons because eating means peace
and rest. When he stretches out his body to sleep, he is more vulnemble than ever. Eating and
sleeping are moments of intimacy, where and when we take off all the forms of power and
retrieve our naked human nature.

When we get disarmed we are able to listen better to understand betterand to see better. When
disarmed the person in front of us cannot continue to be a foe. When disarmed the person
in front of us cannot be but a friend, a relation of kin and a brother. This encounter breaks
the barriers, creates a relation that is not limited in the here and now, a relation viable in the
future against all odds. When we leam to give our whaole person to others, we will experience
the fruits of life in owr souls. Dur giving becomes for-giving. What looked to be weakmess and
vulnerability becomes source of strength. Power kills, weakness areates. It creates autonommy,
self-awareness and freedom.

This explains why the highest safeguard for the physical, mental, and spiritual health of the
child is not primarily the attention paid to the child but the unrestricted love of the parents
for each other. If love can be found creation can exist. Ghandhis concept of non-violence was
based on his corwviction that forgiveness could change any enemyin a friend, that in hatred love
is hidden, in despair hope, in doubt faith, and in sin redemption.

Love, thien, is not a clinging to each otherin the fear of an oncoming disaster but an encounter
where the face to the face allows the creation of a new life. This cannot be demonstrated. Yet
wie are called to fadng faces and to find hiow mudh true and sincere humans can be, when the
responses of the faces engage in the language of the peaceful drumbeat of life.

Father George Dimas
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Bidding Farewell to the Final Year

All that is on the mind of every parson who
hazreached the laststage of histheracademic
adveriture of 15 years is his'her final gradu-
ation and prom-night. This is whare we,
the prom committes, step in. Our role is
to onganize some activities and collect the
maoney we need in order to make this oncein
a life time night memorable and special.

Several activities performed throughout the
final year are planned by us and approved
by our administration. Always running from
one side to the other trying to give everyone
what they want in regards to activities and
organization. We cant say it has all been fun;
arguments have happened and it has been a
bumpy ride. A great experience amyways!

Our fund raising journey began with our
first activity which was about satisfying the
sweet tooth of the upper divisions as well
as spreading the Christmas joy. Although
the first activity had a couple of financial
and organizational disasters, it was some-
thing to build on for future activities. It was
followed by other very successful activities:
thie maoming hot drinks served with the finest
donuts were a mouth watering treat for all
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students of all ages. It was a great experience
to see all the people interact with us the way
they did. The enthusiasm provided by the
students was something we will never forget.
Other activities such as the mowvie night and
sports toumnaments enabled us to communi-
cate with other generations on a new level.
The after school party was a great relief of
stress for everyone participating. The band
performance was a rich time for all, where
students were able to shine and show their
talents

A lot of other activities, including the talent
show are still to come. Although it has been
tiring, it has been a brilliant experience that
wie doubt anyone will forget.

The Prom Committes
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Season’s Stances With A Sprinkle
Of Magic

Spring, stands, social relief... what do
they have in common? Their initial letter?
Undoubtedly; but more certainly, the satis-
faction they spread. The lively hues of spring,
just like sodal welfare deeds, heighten spirits
and soothe hearts. As to exhibition stands to
be set up at SMOC and BAC on the occasion
of Maothers' Day and Easter, they will surely
bring smiles to many faces, especially that
the benefits will serve to support the schoals
sodal contributions. In this context, the
members of ourcommunity will unanimously
be taking part in this season’s symphony: the
members of the orchestra, led by Mrs. Ketty
Kudsy, who have tuned up their time and
talent to make sure that the exhibition is a
sweeping success, and all those who will join
them in beating the drums of giving in the
season of giving life!

So how have our schools attumed spring
and stands to the heartbeat of society?
The answer will be deardy displayed on the
exhibition stands in the form of peachy yet
practical items made by the learmers of the
lower and upper elementary divisions in the
context of the environmental program activi-
ties. During the activity hours, the leamers of
grades 1 and 2, at SMDC, molded their moti-
vation with shred ded paper, peppy paint, and
some glue into artful calendars, bookmarks,
and greeting cards. They also tumed cocoons
into flowers thereby giving the “transforma-
tion process” always advocated in our schools
a touch of their magical innocence. So did
the young enchanters of grades 3 and 4 who
brought life to inert blocks of ghycerin soap:
out of inert opague and transparent wax,
fish, seashells, and stars were bomil They also
made candles which will light up the faces of
friends and family, without any flames.) Asto
the Grades 5 and & magicians, they took on
the more elaborate endeavors: they deftly
decorated mirmors which reflect the depth of
their feelings rather their own image. They,
too, cast their artistic spells on soap and
transformed it into beads... and slippers, to
tickle all tastes!

In addition to the soap and candle sets, as
well as the stationery made from reused and
recyded material, the exhibition will feature
savory home (school wundoubtedly being
one) made chocolate and marzipan. The
sweet delights are packed in boxes, designed
to embody the spirit of the season: tough
vet vielding, just like the shells of eggs and
mathers’ love, which potently protect the
precious life in them, only toallow it to break
free in due time!
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Ranla Maghzal - |lEM Outreach Unit Supervisor
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What is Happiness?

Grief, somow, anger, pleasure, satisfaction,
conterit, joy, misery, all this we carry in our
hearts, all this we accompany every day
What distinguishes man from all creatures is
his akility to feel, his capability to distinguish
happiness from sadness. We cry over what
should be grieved upon, and we smile over
that we are thrilled with. We live to enjoy
our lives, and we enjoy our lives when we
are happy. However, what is happiness? Is it
a true feeling, or a mere impression of fake
emotions? When is it attained?

We embrace that which we possess in ug
we carry that which identifies us. But do we
abways have to reveal our true identity? Are
we always happy whenwe smile, or sad when
we cry? By nature, we are made up of mixed
emotions, diverse sensations, and wvariable
thoughts. But man is never happy. As | see
happiness, | believe it is satisfaction; it is one’s
approval of hisfher own accomplishments,

LUnderstanding Grief

The fact whether children can grief or not
has been a controversial issue for quite some
time. Up to a recent time in history and due
to lack of research on the issue many profes-
sionals in the field stated that children are
incapable of mourning (Cooper, 1999). But
mare recently more research is proving the
opposite. In addition, the fast changes taking
place in our world today are leading to more
divorces, increased death rates, more people
maving out of their homes and other matters
that lead our children to grieve (McGlauflin,
1958, These increasing rates of grieving chil-
dren have raised awareness for school coun-
selors and educators to know more about the
isswe in order to be able to asist the students
pass through these rough times.

Grief is what a person feels and thinks as
the result of losing something, someone, or
someplace valuable in this person’s life. The
loss does not have to be always the death
of someone close but it may also be losing
a toy, moving houses, breaking up a rela-
tionship, or divorce. We as educators and
counselors should understand certain char-
acteristics about grief in order to be able to
assist students in their battle to survive it with
the least possible damage. According to the
Center for Grieving Children the first of these
is that any loss should be grieved and it is
only natural, healthy and normal to do soasa
responise, Second, grief is not a process speci-
fied by a certain period of time or by a certain
set of rules. It is very unigque to each person
and may last a life time with some people.
Third, when supported with the appropriate
atmosphere and surrounding, each grieving
person has the ability to heal.

Since people are unigue in everything, some
children deal with their griefin a healthy way
and others deal with it in an unhealthy way.
Parents, teachers, and school staff should be
aware to signals of grief shown by children
and teenagers after a certain loss. Some reac-

ones content of histher own being. Some
people associate happiness with money
and power, but really, its a state of mind. It
is believing in yourself it is being capable
of getting what you want, rather than what
you need. Happiness is directly linked to a
person’s view of life; it depends on one’s capa-
bility of regarding the best out of the worst,
the superlative out of the abysmal. When one
can leam the art of optimism and conquer
it in histher life, then hefshe is one happy
persan, even if histher life is full of misery and
sormow, even if a smile never appears on his/
her face. Sometimes, the shame we feel for
not being the people we were meant to be,
the people we want to be, helps us find our
way to something better, something dose to
happiness.

We want what we want, and try to get what
wie can not possess, We always tend to find
a leak, a hole to hide in, a road to diveme
from, anywhere to dispose happiness. Why
is it that we run away from happiness if it is

tions are very normal but others are consid-
ered signs of trouble and should be attended
to. Children who are grieving a certain loss
show a need to run away from the pain they
feel inside. Some might also lose their appe-
tite and lose weight. Being angry all the time
and feeling "touchyis another sign.

Slesping disorders enupt where the grieving
child sleeps maore than wsual or encounters
interrupted slesp. Some children suddenly
hawve this problem handling school and their
grades start to decrease. Others might feel
*unreal” or in shock where they cannot func-
tion properly especially with their increased
feeling of indifference (Farrington, 2008).
On the other hand the unhealthy behavior
regarding grief and loss may take several
shapes but adults should be loocking for the
following signs: physical aggressiveness and
violence, withdrawal, lack of concentration
and inability to complete tasks at sdhool
which often lead to dropping out or being
expelled, drug or alcohal abuss, thinking
about suicide, depression, excessive display
of emotions, eating disorder, major sleeping
and eating disorders, and total denial of the
loss (Farrington, 2006; McGlauflin, 1998)

In general adolescence is considered a very
critical stage because of all developmental
changes taking place. At this stage teen-
agers are capable of understanding abstract
miatters and deathis one ofthem. Adolescents
are already experiencing a lot of pressure
without that added by the death or the loss
of a precious someaone or something. Many
teenagers are being pressured to do well at
school for a better future. In addition and
to further complicate matters, many adoles-
cents react by restraining their griefupon the
loss of a close person (Lenhardt & McCourt,
2000). Adolescents may not be ready to
speak about their feelings mudh since many
of them escape into denial to deal with their
pain after a certain loss. Even though adoles-
cents show this behavior, counselors should
not give up on them but should show them

what defines our lives? Why is it that we are
frightened to be "happy” if it is all what man
requires? When you can not get something,
you are too afraid to obtain it in fear of not
knowing how to deal with it whenitis in your
hands, in fear of growing a new thought in
your mind that you might lose one day and
grieve over. We try to escape from happiness
in fright of not wanting it amymore after we
possess it. We battle for happiness; we are
martyrs of our own war, the war betwesn our
inner souls- our conscious and reality.

A owriter once said:"what the eye dossn't see,
the heart doesnt grieve over”. When man is
capable of ignoring the thoughts that he
himszlf creates and believes, when man is
capable of disregarding the tragedies he can
cause himself, this is when man is capable of
being happy. Moreaver, if you have hops, life
will mever turn its back on you, life will newver
disappoint you, and happiness will hawve
achieved its goal.

Rawan Dghelm - Grade 115

the support that might later pave the way for
their grief (Lenhardt & McCourt, 2000).

Some strategies can be followed with adoles-
cents inside schools. The least school coun-
selors and staff can do is feel and show
empathy with the grieving adolescents to
help them feel more at ease with their pain. It
proved very beneficial for some adolescents
to learn some relaxation techniques where
they do breathing and imagery exercises to
ease the pressune.

Denial issues can be dealt with through
stories and books related to death and
maybe joumal writing which might show
feelings the grieving adolescent has been
hiding. In addition, it is very important for
school counselors to study the adolescents”
history of losing close people and precious
things. This would determine the possibility
of unresolved issues. Valentine (1998) adds
that school counselors should be especially
careful for adolescerts with a history of
depression whose grief might become unre-
solved. Unlike younger children adolescents
depend more on their peers for support.
Therefore group counseling might sound as
a good idea to encourage adolescents to talk
about their grief loss, and pain. The group
should only involve students who have lost
close people so that none would feel isolated
and everyone would feel the same (Lenhardt
& McCourt, 2000,

It might seem easier for some people to
ignore others” losses and grieves thinking
that this way they will be owercome more
quickly. Itis mostcertain that this is a strategy
rot to be considerad in schools that much
appreciate their leamers’ nommal and healthy
emotional development for it is a building
blodk in their future success,
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Programs
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SMOC activates its “Alumni
Activities and Programs”

From our schools holistic perspective of
education as an ongoing process of “trans-
formation within the inner self of the person
and through that within the community in
the future” Saint Marys Orthodox College
is paving the way for a lasting partnership
with its graduates. Our Alumni continue
to be core components of our community
who sow the seeds of our spirit wordwide.
From this perspective, our paths crossing
again will crown our deeply rooted history
and the firmly ingrained values we shared
during their long journey at SMOC Thus, the
school is launching the “Alumni Activities
and Programs”, resuming this journey in an
ever more dynamic and mutually rewarding
manner. Accordingly, SMOCs graduates will
be called upon, shortly, to fill out an online
application form which will contribute to
consolidating communication and dissemi-
nating information pertaining to upcoming
plans and events.

Whereas the tides of time have drifted
some graduates away from SMOC, others
remain adamantly anchored sudh as Mrs.
Mowhad Allam, who has entrusted us with
her daughter, and Mr. Fadi Lamaa, endowed
educator, to whom we have entrusted ours!
Our two Alumni shared some insights with
respect to their multifaceted experiences at
SMOC

Reliving Childhood

Entering the gate of saint Mary’s Orthodox
College accompanied with my five year old
daughter in order to make her line up with
her classmates in KG2 always retrieves to my
memaory the best unforgettable years | had
spent in the buildings, moms, playgrounds
and corners ofthis extraordinary school. Every
maming, | feel this nostalgic feeling while
driving my daughter to school. The moment
she and | get into its huge building, thirty
years oflife time will be just a quick flashback
irito vy first day of nursery class when | can
easily remember that | cried heavily on that
day and asked my maother to stay with mein
the classroom the whole day. On that day, |
was given a lot of candies and sweets by the
teachers in order to stop crying. The physical
look of that teacher and the colors of those
sweats are still alive in my memory. Thirty
years have really passed very quickly. Now, |
have dhanged from a pampered demanding
young girl holding her mothers hand to a
responsible caring mother worrying about
her daughter’s daily school adhievements
and life accomplishments. The smell of the
fresh small kiosk cookies and manakeesh, the
voices of my teachers, and the innocent faces
of my classmates have never been absent
from my mind. All these images get refreshed
again every moming | get my daughter to
SMIOC,

Choosing a convenient school for my
daughter hasm't taken much thought and
effort of me. High standards of academic
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education, considerable disdplinary system,
and social activities and services are all united
in the school aiteria that | spent fifteen years
of my childhood and adolescent age in its
widely opened arms. | couldn’t find any other
better educational institution that can be
offered to my precious daughter to meet her
educational needs. Sending my own child
to the same school | went to and graduated
from has widely influenced my personality to
a great extreme. This has made me feel that
SMOC is my second home; whenever | get
my daughter to school or pick her up from
schaool, | feel like being at home as everything
at SMOC has got familiarto me. What is appar-
entlyimportantis thatl do have peace of mind
that my daughter is experiendng respectable
education curricula and promoted activities
that can make her be readily exposed to the
different aspects of life.

To sum up, | feel mudh honored that my
dear daughter is getting her education at
SMOC. | am wholly proud that she will be a
SMOC graduate one day because on that
day, she will have been a very self-confident
and highly educated person. | need to end
up my article by mentioning that two of my
Arabic teachers are currently teaching again
my daughter. This always reminds me of my
childhood and whats more beautiful than
remembering your utmost genuine dhild-
hood every day.

Mouhad Allarm - Parent of Kinda

Another Perspective

| still take walks in the playground, though
| wouldn't call them walks, strolls maybe.
| mowve slowly and let the leamers pass and
walk in front of me and | could already see
myself in each and every one of them and
I'm wearing my uniform again. it is recess
time again, and the mixed feelings of joy,
eagemess, and the overwhalming pressure
of fitting in. | feel that not much other than
the perspective has changed. Still the same
people who supported me, support me now,
still they support the little ones who were like
me in need of that little push, but now its my
tum to return the favor, it's my turn to give
that little push, to leave the imprint that was
left in me.

The only difference between then and now is
the point of view, and this is why it is so easy
to relate. This is how all teachers could relate:
see situations in the eyves of the young, not
only the young but the dhildren, see the inno-
cence in the gravest of matters, the simplicity
in the most complex of ones, and carry on
with the spirit that lights the way.

Fadi Lammaa - Alumni and Teacher

Teachers' Day Lunch:
A Tradition in Transformation

March 8, 20110 An uncommonly warm day
for the winter season, unusually short for
an academic week; unaccustomed hairdos,
make- up and overabundance of flowers for
the people working on the school premises.

As noon approached the last signs of a
working day dispersed with the dust in the
air, and the festive atmosphere took ower
The hair loosened and well- groomed, the
clothing fitted, the members of the growing
BOS family assembled at Burj Al Hamam in
Broumana for their yearly reunion on the
oocasion of Teachers’ Day. The brightness of
the day, the natural beauty of the premisss,
and the scoumptiously lain out tables could
only be outshined by the radiant appeal
of all those who had gathered to pay one
ancther tributes of gratitude. Thus, the
drurns were beat for the teachers and staff
who had been unremitting about furthering
the schools” mission and to the officers who
had committed themselves to education
for a quarter of a century, namely Mrs. Haifa
Massaad and Mr. Elie Daoun.

Amidst the welooming address, the acknowl-
edgements, the highlight of the aftermoon
remains the precious presence of the parents”
committees and  their unprecedented
endorsement of the event. In addition to
their contribution to the organization of the
event, they granted genemous lottery gifts
and offered memorabilia to all attendees
The aftenoon was crowned by the SMOCS
parents’ committee acclamation of the
school’s management and teachers, repre-
serted by Mrs. Bissan lssa, for their contin-
uous cooperation and sustained support.

The Teachers’ Day lunch has cast light, once
more, on the cucial role of parents in main-
taining our institution’s lead in the educa-
tional domain. Hence, a final thank wou
note is due to all the parents of our learners
whosa imvolvement continues to play up our
schoals” sym phionies.

Ranla Maghzal-1IEN Outreach Unit Supsrvisor
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Carrying OnWith The Anti-Bullying
Campaign

Every day thousands of teens wake up afraid
to go to school Bullying is a problem that
affects millions of students. Anti bullying
became one of our priorities. After a great
campaign launched by our intermediate
learners against bullying, Elementary leamers
were encouraged to take actions to prevent
bullying. They expressed their own thoughts
in creative writings, where they mentioned all
types of bullying and how might people get
hurt. Our learners called for peace and to stop
bullying. As for our part, as a member of the
great family at SMOC, we educate leamers
about the realities and consequences of

bullying, model respect and tolerance of Failr_':'_‘

others, and work with kids on dewveloping

skills to sole problems and communicate -

with each other. Bullying is a large problem
in schools, but with a suitable intervention
pragram, it is possible to considerably reduce
it. An effective anti-bullying program can be
implemented relatively easily. It is primarily a
question of changing attitudes, knowledge,
behaviors and routines in school life.

Christine Bedros - Grade 2 Homeroom Teacher
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Drumbeat of Life

..........

Drum beat of Life

Coming together is the beginning, sharing
and working together is a progress,
succeeding together with one heart is the
path to greatness along with others.

We should always be grateful to God for
the precious gift he gave to each one of us
and our beloved dhildren. Every child is
spedal in his or her own way of thinking, and
behaving. And as loving parents it is our job
to encourage them to embrace their unique-
ness and celebrate and share their individual
qualities with their surrounding whether at
home with their siblings or at school with
their classmates and friends. Always assure
your child that they do not need to waorry
about being somebody else.

In today’s fast-paced highly competitive
world, every parent is behind his/her kids
pushing them in all the possible ways to run
for the ranks. In this race, many are forget-
ting that each kid is unique, each kid has
hisfher own talent, and each kid has feel-
ings. We, parents and teachers, must keep in
mind that each child is special, and each has
some spedal skills if noticed carefully. Every
kid cannot be a ranker. Education need not
be the only talent a kid may possess. If a kid
is not performing well in studies, instead of
punishing the kid and putting more pressure
on him, it is quite necessary for each teacher
and parent to understand the underlying
reasons, and work on the shortcomings a kid
may have. That will help the kid to flourish in
whatever hefshe is doing.

Encouraging our children to become actively
imvolved in the community requires intro-
ducing them to activities that promote a
sense of team work, and also focusing on
their effarts while trying to accompplish some-
thing of theirown: a painting, a football game
or a dance. Instead of saying to my daughter:
"You're greatsinger”l try to focus more on the
effort she made and | say to her "My God! You
seem to have worked really hard for this” By
achieving so we are building a high balanced
self esteam in a member sure enough of his
or her efforts and others” contribution to
praise their skills as waell.

Waorking with a group toward a common goal
is an important lesson that, when leamed in
youth, will be highly valued. And the strong
skill achieved will also provide a foundation
for adulthood development.

So let us start together building a generation
that is willing and able to face all the future
challenges all together with one heart.

Rania Assi- Pagent of All, Kagm, and Yasmin
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The Drumbeat of SMOC

For the past decade, SMOC has been
choosing specific themes that play an impor-
tart role im our social development. Mot only
do these themes educate but they also focus
on realdife situations that are of relevance to
us. We, SMOC leamers, can also benefit from
these themes by incorporating them into
our essays and by passing them on to future
generations.

Throughout the year, we have seen many
positive results from leamers, such as
improving in Math, English and Arabic. More
importanthy, we have learned unique social
values when introduced to new cultures and
phenomena. Thus, we can say SMOCs semes-
ters have been a very valuable and beneficial
experience for all ages.

During the year, SMOC had initiated extra
teaching sessions and extra activity hours to
give us a chance to manage our free time,
studying lessons or playing sports. The schoaols
drumbeat guides us as leamers to success so
thatwe could prosperin the long run.

Each and every SMOC leameris different, and
it is owr difference in actions, our difference
in thoughts, and our difference in personali-
ties that make us who we are. We are special,
and every one who denies individuality has
ignorance lurking in their soul. That is why we
as learners, as offsprings, and as members of
the Lebanese society, (known as the "Mind
Exporter”), for us to make a difference, we
must reveal our personal drumbeat, thus

playing a parton our society.
Imad Al-FIl - Grade 108

Schools, Concerts and
“Drumbeat of Life”

Generation out, generation in. We are the
continuation of our grandparents, and our
siblings are our continuation, but the person
who recognizes when and how to take the
chance is the one who succeeds.

Our drumbeat of life keeps on dhanging,
glowing and growing to the better, so we
must take the challenge to choose and select.

Ary person who has the will and the aim to
live and succeed is a member of the concert
of "Drumbeat of life”. A composer knits the
music beats of the song, we, as people, knit
our lives and ways of living, we dedde either
to choose to perform solo or with others in
teams.

A concert knits its beats with one, two, three
oF more instruments, singers; Alto, Soprana 1,
Soprano 2 and Tenor each do his own unigue
piece. They train and rehearse onos, twics,
tens and millions of times, with the help of
the sound systems and of course the leader,
the Maestmo. Persistence, punctuality and
accuracy of the melody and harmmony will get
perfectad.

Same as in any concert, any school can not
succeed without the leader; the principal,
administrators, teachers, students and of
course parents. Each has their job;
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= Principal: leads and controls

= Teachers:facilitate, teach and giveaffection
and warmth

= Students: study, improwve progress and
develop

= Parents: lead, follow up and of course same
as teachers give love and warmth.

With all those duties, jobs, responsibilities
and team members, a school succeeds and
knits the "Drumbeats of Life™ and without
forgetting punctuality and loyalty from all
the members.

Darah Sakkijha Sabeh - Parent of Tallah
A Little Story..

Long time ago in a faraway land, lived a man
with a mechanical heart. He couldn’t feel
anything. He wasn'table to move or do much
or he would lose his energy and die. He was
more of a stone than a man and even less
functional. One day he dedded to use all of
his energy and do one last good thing for
humanity. Therefore, he planted a seed and
suddenly collapsed on the ground lifelessi

The seed grew into a beautiful plant that
lived for 20 vears.

The maoral of my storyis that everyone should
do something constructive in their lives and
that is good for human kind even if it is as
small as planting a sead.

Rida Farhat - BB

Whase Drumbeat Of Life Do You
Admire?

Abed Koledat: | admire the drumbeat of each
individual in a society, because each and
every individual causes a unigque drumbeat,

and together we combine the drumbsats to
form the rhythm of life.

Eiva Dagher: | admire Mr. Moussas drum-
beat of life bacause he is full of energy; a full
battery that never runs ourt.

May Pawas: | admire the drumbeat of 3 typical
Lebanese citizen because we, Lebaness,
struggle everyday to get through our lives
despite our hopes being shattered as a result of
the political situation. Even if we have an ounce
of hope left in us, we should cherish it in arder
to grow and make Lebanon a better nation.

Bichard Soud: | admire the drumbeat of the
teachers. For in their endeavars to teadh us,
they help in turning up the drumbeat of life
of the future generations.

Reem Hital: | admire the drumbeat of life of
the person who doesn't follow others, and
makes his / her own decisions as he/she go,
the person who has confidence and respects
others, and is willing to help others...

Tala Bl Kadi: | would admire any person’s drum-
beat of life as long as this person is strong
enough to outsmart me and teach me.
Hisham Daow | admire my older brothers
drumbeat the most, it is abways active and
overall efficient, his drumbsat wishes to be
heard the loudest and is always his ultimate
weapon in life.
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